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PREFACE.

—

AT no period of her history has the Charch of England
offered to her children more abundant opportunities
than she offers now for making use of the varicus
Means of Grace. And never did more people among
us avail themeselves of those Means than now throng
our churches and communicate at our aliars. But
sccompanying this offer and acceptance of Church
privileges, there is growing in the minds of many a
dispogition to disparage ouiward means. This iz due
to several causes, in themselves perhaps contradictory
to one another, but productive in various minds of the
same result. Those who teach most fully the Saera-
mental doctrines of the Church, are in danger of
neglecting the proportion of the faith; and in forming
their estimate of the blessedness of the BEucharistio
Feast, they sometimes depreciate other ordinances.
Those, again, who refose Bacramental teaching, are
evidently losing not one truth only. There is a
coherence in truth, by which partionlar truths stand
fast or elip sway logether. And thus this second class
of minds, having neglected the Sscramental tesching
of our Church offices, lose together with it all definite



conoeption of the value of amy Church ordinancea.
Meanwhile, the liberaliem of the day, professing to
free us from worn out restraints; the ill-informed
soepticiem abounding among wus, which is partially
the result of an education at present necessarily
superficisl, and unhsppily lacking the steady con-
sisteney that womld be given it by submission io
anthority moral and spiritnal ;—these two negations
complete the work that is being promoted by other
tendencies ; until it is daily becoming & more impera-
tive duty to set before our people in all plainness the
obligations under which they lie to make use of sll
the Mesns of Grace offered them by their Church.

In the following addzesses I have, as the reader will
st once see, attempted nothing more than to commend
to my hearers the intelligent and devout and obedient
use of those privileges which it is our heritage to enjoy.
I have not thought it necessary to strike out all the
remarks prompted by the particular occasion on which
they were delivered. They were addressed to my
Parighioners in 8t. Peter's, Marlborough, during the
Lenten sesson this year.

C.A. H.

Moy 1at, 1982
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SERMON L

R —

1 Perer nr Z1.

“WHICH ALSO APTER A TEUE LIKENE&S, DOTH NOW BAVE
UB, EVEN BAFTIEM, NOT THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE
FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THE INTEREROGATION OF
A GOOD CORBCIENCE TOWARED GOD, THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST.”

Ix asking you to consider with me the practical snbject
of the Means of Grace, let me first say thst those seven
particulars, of which T propose to epesk, are certainly
mot all that might be included in the list. There cre
many others, such as public and private religious
Instruetion, and Family Prayer. Those, however,
which I shall consider with you, will be sufficient for
our present purpose. Only while we profess to be
attentively considering them, do not let us in our daily
life neglect any others which Gop's Providence may
offer us.

And thers is another preliminary remark, very necea-
sary, I fear, to be made. There are two clasees of
people who are inclined mot to think aright on this
whole sabject. Some, rightly regarding Gop's Grace
8¢ of the utmost importance, are unwilling to recognize
what seems to be the ordinary plan which it hes
pleased Gop to follow in nearly all his dealinge with



