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PREFACE

Perhaps no analytical operation is at once so funda-
mentally important and exasperatingly vexatious as
the organic combustion. Notwithstanding this fact,
save for the meager statements in one or two of the
larger books on organic chemistry, no description of
the process of the determination of carbon and hydro-
gen is accessible to most students.  Asa rule a knowl-
edge of the operation is chiefly obtained by word of
mouth.

‘This little wanual is presented in the hope that the
descriptions of processes here recorded will aid in
making this method of apalysis more familiar and
more satisfactory,

Usually very little, if any, discrimination is exer.
cised in burning the compounds obtained in organic
research, and experiment alone is relied upon to secure
the proper conditions for complete coinbustion, It is
hoped that the different cases cited in the latter part
of the manual will aid in giving some clue to the treat-
ment necessary for many compounds, thereby saving
time and, more frequently, valuable material.

While an attempt has been made to deseribe all op-
erations commonly used it is obviously impessible not
to give fuller counsideration to such mwodifications of
the general method as have been suggested by an ex-
perience with over two thousand combustions. Ac-
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cordingly these modifications are treated in detail and
as a genetal rule recommended in preference to the
older manipulations.

For the painstaking care and numerous suggestions
of Mr. Emil Osterberg, assistant in this laboratory,
whose experimental skill has contributed greatly to
many of the modifications here presented, the writer
is extremely grateful.

MIDDLETOWS, CONN,
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