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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

Roneny Assenson wad born on the morning of the
Ist of February, 1770, at the Dam-Side, & suburd
of the city of Carlisle.  He says of himself, * 1 was
a poor little tender being, searce worth the trouble
of rewring. (d Isabel, the midwife, who had
as<isted nt the birth of thousands, entertained many
fears that [ was only sent to peep around me, shad
tenrs, and leave them ; 1:|.-|:|:n.'.|-r-l:iirng']jl'r ere twelve (imes
I'd seen the light, to the church they hurried me;
and I have somectimes had reason to exelaim,

Oh! that near my fathors they that day had buried me.™
Tha post was the youngest of nine children, whose
parents were at that time somewhat advanced in
vears, and suffering all the privations of poverty,
with the tedium of toil

Robert, as indeed, it i3 probeble, did all his
brothers and sisters, owed the first rearing of his
tender thought to the Mistress of a Chanty Schoal,
instituted and maintained by the Dean and Chapter
of Carlisle, for the education of children only—an
admirable institution, and to which the departed
bard liss many times acknowledged bis lasting
obligations, Having at this humble seminary of
elementary learning conguered the ® Primer,” and
the * Heading made-easy,” he was transferred 10
the more pretending tuition of a master, by whom
Iee was tawght to write, and sivance in reading and
spelling.  He sson became a favourite with his
varbrar. and i ~nanv him in his rambles



