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PREFACE.

—_—

THE author has endeavoured in this work to make
the leading points of Shakespearc’s character plain.
He has carefully given proofs in the shape of guota-
tions for every statement made. While availing him-
zelf of Cowden Clarke, Hazlitt, Hudson, and all the
leading authorities accessible to him, he has avoided
all extreme or eccentric wviews of the characters.
Should the three plays published, Hamlet, Macheth,
and As You Like It, be honoured with the public
favour, the author proposes to complete his Study
and Analysis of the twenty-two plays now remaining,
in addition to six others yet unpublished; and so
complete an exhavstive work on all the leading
characters of all Shakespeare’s plays. No author
has as yet done this. The three chief works on the
characters of the plays contain the following : Cowden
Clarke, characters of twenty plays; Hudson, char-
acters of twenty-five plays ; Hazlitt, characters of all
the thirty-one plays. Hazlitt however is very brief
on many plays, and often omits some of the chief
characters.
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