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PREF A CE.

Tu1s treatise on the faith and condition of the Mormons,
results from o careful observation of that strange and
interesting people, during more than a year's residence
among them, in an official capacity. It wag conceived,
that what 18 infloeneing the conscientious character of a
half miflion souls, 18 worthy a serious investization,
though not pertinent to official veport nnder government
RUEPICCE-

No apolagy for error is here set forth, though the per-
seeution of its adyoeates ia depramfed_

The writer has undertaken neither the tagk of criticism
nor controversy. Ilis aim is net ““to shoot folly as it
flics,” buk to let folly tire on its own pinions, and reason
regain it8 sway over erratic feeling, whem the mists of
prejudice on one side, and of fanaficsm on the other, are
dizpelled by the light of knowledge.

For those who desive facts in the history of humanity,
on which to indulgo in reflection, is this offered. It were
far oasier to give a romantic sketch in lofty metaphors,
of the genesis and exodug of the empire-founding Saints
— the subject is its own epic of hercism, wheose embellish-
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ment is left to imaginative genins, and its philosophy to
be dedused by the candid philsmﬂlmpist.

Truth and justice, in few words, and az near as possible
to fallible homan obzervatiom, ia what this exposition
aims at. Facts of motive and history are collected,
which concern a portion of our own fellow-citizens. These
arc “the scholars of the workshop and the ficld —the
Ieaders are students of men and things. They have been
schooled 1n patience, porseverance, and self-denial — men
of netion, tried in varicd cireumatnnces.

My thanks are due to my friend F. R. Grizst, Esq., for
the view of the *ftheo-democratic” capital of Deserét.
That gentleman aecompanied the expedition thither, and,
ng an smatenr, freoly gave illustrations of the remantie
scenery, for the public report printed by the United
Btates Benate. What is theve fully portrayed, is here
lightly touched, fur the Mormons conatitute the picture
attempted to be given, and olher cirewmmngtances the frame
in which it 1a set, '

JuLy, 1858,



