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PREFACE.

Ox the eighth day of Angust, 1866, the Cimvocation of the
Univarsity of the State of New York, being then in session at
Albany, was addressed by the Hon, Joey A. KagsoN, & mem-
ber of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the
TUhnited States from Towa, and Chalrman of a Commitiee of
that body appointed io consider the possibility of seouring a
uniform system of Coinags, Weights and Measures for all
nations., Congress had then recently (July 27th, 1866),
possed an act legalizing the use of the metrological system
known sa “The Matric Systemn of Weights and Measnres,’”
in all business transsctions in the Taited States; and, two
years earlier, a similar act had passed the British Parlia-
ment. It wes koowno that the system ked met with large
ageeptance on the continent of Europe, snd slse in the
groater portion of the Ameriean continent south of cur own
territory; and it was also known that the use of this sys-
tem was becoming more extended every year.

The aim and hope of Mr. Kaseon had been that he might
enlist the large body of enlightened educators forming the
University Convocation, in an active effort io advance the
canse of metrological reform in our country, by diffusing
among the people information in regard to the Metric Sys-
tem ; by pointing out the merits of this eystem; and by meet-
ing the objections with which the propesition to naturalize it



