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GENERAL FREFACE

In this edition of SHAKESPFRARE an atlempt is made to
present the greater plays of the dramatist in their Berary
aspect, and not merely as material lor the study of philology
or grammat, Criticisim purely verbal and textual has only
been imcluded o such an extent as may serve to help the
student in the apprecietivn of the essential poctry. Questions
of date and literary history have been fully dealt with in the
Introductions, but the larger spave has been devoted to the
interpretative rather than the matter-ol-fact order of sclolar-
ship.  Aesthetie judpinents ace never final, but the Editors
have attempled to auggest points af view [romy which Lhe
analysis of dramatc motive and dramatic characier may be
profitably ondertaken.  To the Notes Fkewise, while it is
hoped that all onfamibar expressirs aml allusions have been
adequately explained, yer 1t has heen thought cven more
mpoaatant 1o consider the dramatic value of cach scene, and
the part which it piﬂ}"ﬁ m relation te the whole, Tlu:':.l:
gencral [:rln:.lpfr:b are coinmon to the whole senes; i detas!
each Editor is alone respotsible for the play intrusied 1o
him

Every volume of the series has been provided with a
Clossary, an Essay upon Meore, and an Index; and Appen-
dices have been added upon points of sproial interest, which
could not conveniently be treated in the Introduction or (he
Notes. The text is based by the several Ednors on that of
the Crépds edition: the only omisaions made are those that are
unavoidable tn an edition likely to be used by young stodents,

By the systematic arrangement of the introductory mateer,
and by close attentiom to typographical details, every effort
has been made to provide an edition that will prove con-
venient In use.
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INTRODUCTION.

1. DATE AND HISTDRY OF THE PLAY.

The Famoaurs History of tie Tifz of King Hewry tie Eighith,
the last in historical order of Shakespeand’s Histories, and
probably the last o date of tmupﬂsiti:}n, was Mot ke Falic
published separately in guarto forin. 1L is one of 1%t
the twenty plays which frst appeared in the collected edition
of his works issued in 1823 by lus fellow-actors John [Teminge
and Henry Condell, and now koown as the Fioad Folis,
The text there given i3 comparatively free from corruptions,
The variations in the Second, Third, and Fourth Folios (1633,
166364, and 1685) arc not always an buprovement, while the
emendations of modern ertics are for the most part ef little
monent, .

The date of the firsl perfonnance of Hexry VUL 15 a
matter of controversy. There is indisputable evidence that
a play dealing with the reign of Henry VIIL Diate of the
was heing acted on 20th June, 1613, when the  Finst Perfs-
Globe Theatre was destroyed by fre. There ™0
are af least three comtempomry statements of tis —

(1) The Rev. Thomas Lorkin, writing to Sir Thomas
Puockering on 3oih June, 1603, says that “no longer since
then yesterday, while Bourbage his companie were acting at
the (Globe the play of Seney VEF, and there shooting of
certayne chambers in way of triumph, the fire catch'd and
fastened wpon the thatch of the house and there burned se
furiously as it conswmed the whole house and all m lesse
then two houres™}?

Liuated from Dre Aldis Weight's Hears PU7L (Clarendon Press), poovi, in
which the passape was first printed fully,
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{2} Sir Henry Wotton, in a letter to his nephew on 2nd
July, 1613, writes: * Now, to let matters of State sleep, | wil
efitértain you at the present with what hath happencd this
week al the Banks side, The Kings Players bad a new Play,
called AH & True) represesiing some principal picces of the
ERaign of Henry 8, which was set forth with many extra-
ordinary circumstances of Pomp and Majesty, cven to the
matting of the Stage; the Knights of the Order, with their
Georges and Garter, the Guards with their embroidered
Coats, and the hke: suficent i truth within a while to make
greatness very familiar, if not ridiculous.  Now, King Henry
making a Masgue at the Cardinal #efsey's House, and
certait Canotis being shot off at his entry, some of the
Faper, or other siuff, wherewith one of them was stopped,
did light en the Thatch, where heing thought at first but
an idle smoak, and their eyes more atlentive o the show,
it kindled inwardly, and ramn Tound like a train, consurming
within less than zn hour the whole Houwse to the very
grounds." 2

{3} Edmond Howes, in his continuation of Slow's Chrondcle,
states that the burning of the Globe was doe to the “ negli-
gent discharging of a peals of ordinance.. .the house bcing
filled with people to beliold the play, ¥iz, of Henry the 372

Is the play of Aenry FEFL here referved 1o thar which we
now have? Everything goes to prove the identity. Ther
15 nothing irrelevant in the above descriptions. The pagean-
try is excessive and sometimes interfercs with the more legi-
timate dramatic cffects ; and in the fourth scene of the first
act, in which * King Henry [is] making a masyue at the Car-

L This was appareutly an alteenative cirls of Hegey FUIL There seemg o be

reference to it in the Pralagoe (vee pobes], A ballad "upoo the pittifull burbeing
of the Globe Flag-Houss in Lomwlmn ™, has the refrain:

0 sacrew, pindfull sarvow, and yet pll this g tree;

bat dts authenticity Is deubiful,  Bee Collier, Amwals of fhe Stape {18735), L
PO 371-1.

3 Religuine Wobteuiamae, third adition, 1672, pp. 425, 436.

& Thre Ammales, or Graerald Chedsicle of 2ugfand, degwn fiesf by Maivier fokn
s, cowiinned wuts fhe ende of DRIF Frasenee poere 00y By Fdwmond ffrmes,
16eg, p. gathy €ol @




INTRODUCTION. il

dinal Wolsey's house’, there is the special siage-direction
*chambers discharged'? To escape the conctusion that the
existing play of fHfenry FIfS 15 substandally the same as that
which brought about the bumning of the Globe Theatre, it is
necessary to hold, as some do, that there was another play
of the same Gtle and patore, 2nd deotical in some of its
incidents ; but there are to facs 1o justify this view. The
only known contemporary play dealing with Henry VILL is
Samuel Rowley's Hden you sce me you Erow me, and it does
not tally at any point with the above descriptions.

But was Mesry FAA7 a new play in 16137 The only
cuternal evidence that hoas directly on this question is the
statement of Woltton, who says expressly that the Globe
was burni down durng the performance of 2 mew play.
The iniernal evidence of metre and siyle would likewise
point Lo a date towerds Lthe end of Shakespeare's carcer, but
the probability of a joint authomship (see section i) affcts
its value. There remains, however, the internal evidence ol
allusion to historical events, The closing scene contains a
pancgyric om James L, and probably a reforence to the fisst
settlement of Virginia m 67, v, accerding to Malone, to
the state lottery pmaneed sxpressly for the establishment of
English colonies in Virgrinis in 1612, There would thus seem
to be every reason fur accepting withoot dernur the direct
testimony of Wotton that Hemry F77) was 'a new play’ in
1613 As it so bappens, Malone s one of those® who hold
that the passage dealing with James [ is an interpolation,
and that the play was originally written daring the lifetime
of Elizabeth. It need ondy be said {lat if there are no facts
to confute this theory there are none to cupport it; but it
may well be donbted, as Professor Ward ¥ points out, whether

1The ongim of the five is urther conficmed b a letier, dated Beh July s,
frem John Chamberlaioe ta Sir Balph Wicwand = * But the buriing of #e Globe
or Pigpkanse o the Bankside on St Pewer’s Dhay cannat escape you; which fell
oul by a Peale of Chawcders (that T know oot upan what Dreeasion were to be
used m the Play) ™, —~Winwoad's Memnrdieds, voag, 16, 46o.

BB of the odder Shakespeacian critics, £ Thesbald, ]qhnnu, Ciemvens,
Collier, a3 well as Schlegel, Krevssip, and EH:B

® Misiery of Englich Drawwatic Litérabure [180g], 1. 203



