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17 has been thought desirable in these pages to use the
Latin names of the Homerie deities and herces, aa more
familiar to English sars,  As, however, moat modern tran-
slators have followed Homer's Greek nomenclature, it may

be conveniant here to give both.
Zous + = Jupifer.
Herd - = Juno.
Arss = Mars.
FPoseidan = Neptume.
Pallaa Athend = Minerva
Aphroditd = Yenua
Haphatates = Yalen
Hertnag = Merrury.
Artemia = Diana.
Odyeeeua s Uilyases,
Alne = Ajar.

The passages quoted, unless otherwies specified, are from
the admirable tranelaticn of Kr Woraley.




INTRGDUGCTION.,

Tae poem of the Odyssey iz treated 1n these pages as
the work of & single auther, and thet suthor the seme
as the composer of the Iiad, It would be manifoetly
out of place, in o volume which does net profess to be
written for eritical scholars, to discuse a question on
which they are 30 far from being sgreed, Db it may
e mtisfactory to assure the reader who has neither
leisure nor inechnation to cnter into the eontroversy,
that in accepting, sz we dn, the Odyssey as from the
same “ Homer " to whom we owa the Tals of Troy, he
may fortily himself by the muthority of many accom-
mished scholars who have carefully examined the ques-
tivn. Though none of the ineidente related in the
Tliad are distinetly referrad fo in,the Odyssey—a point
girongly nrged by these who would sesign the poems to
different anthors—and therefore the oue cannot fairly
be regarded as & sequel to the other, yot thero is mo
important discrepancy, either in the facts previouely
aegumed, or in the treatment of such characters as appear
upon the scene in both,
A, €. vol. 1. A



2 BOMER

The charecter of the two poems is, indeed, essentially
different. The Ilisd is & tale of the camp snd the
battle-field: the Odysey combines the rvmance of
travel with that of domestic life. The key-note of the
Iliad is glory : that of tha Odyssey is rest. This was
amongst the rensons which led one of the carliest of
Homer's critics to the conclusion that the Odyseay was
the work of his old age. In both peems the interest
lies it the mituations and the descriptions, rather than
in what we moderns call the ¢ plot.” This latter iz not
s main considerntion with the poet, and ha has no hesi-
tation in diecloging his estestrophe beforehand Thae
interesi, o far as thia point is comcerned, is also weak-
enad for the modarn reader by the intervention through-
out of supornatoral agemis, who, at the most critical
turns of the story, throw their irresistible weight mto
the seale. Yet, in epite of this, the intevest of tha
Odyssey is intenscly homan, Greek mythelogy and
Oriente]l romance are large ingredients in the poem,
bat ite men and women are dmawn by & master's hand
from the eetual life; and, sinee in the two thousand
yoars between our own and 1llomer's day nothing hag
changed so liftlo es human nsture, therefore very much
of it ia gtill o story of to-day.

The poern before us 18 the tale of the wanderings and
advenftures of Odyeseus—or Ulysees, as the softer tongue
of the Latins preferrad 4o call him—on his way home
from the sisge of Troy to his island-kingdom of Ithaca.
The name Odysseus has heenm variouely interpreted.
Homer himself, who should be the best suthority, telis
us that it was given to him by his grandfather Autoly-




