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PREFACE.

1.

PB.AYER, ronsidered according to the nomber

of persone who engege o it, divides itself
nto two kinds, Lt may be offered by one indi-
vidual, apart from others, It mny be offered by
1 several persons in comwon. These two kinde
of Prayer may be made distinct subjects of
thought and practical advice.

1k

Accordingly, we find in Holy Scriptura dis-
tinct counscl given upon each of these duties,
and & distinot promise aonexed to the perform-
ance of eanh.

Individual praysr,—that in which we repre-
sent to Gop the peculiar irials of which our own
bearts are cogmizant, and implore the groces
corresponding to our pecilisr needs,—is tp be
_ offered in the greatest privecy our circomstances
admit of. * Thou, when thon prayest, enter into

Frayarof
o B e
gl v,
nod soctal.

Cocnsels
sl Proml-
s of Hndy
Sexrlpture
for either
kind of
Frayer.
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THREFALE,

* thy closet, and, when thon hast shut thy doar,
i pray to thy Father which is in socret.”

The promise annexed to the performance of
this duly ie one appropriste to the method, in
which we are vecommended to perform it.  The
prayer has been offered privately; but it shall
be recognized and recompensed publicly.  * Thy
“ Father which secth i socret, shell rewanl thee
" openly.”

Agreement aiong the petitioners is the counsel
given for the commeon prayer of maore than one.
“ 1 two of you shall agrev on earth s toushing
“any thing that they shell ask.” The wor
shippors shall oome 10 2 common understanding
& to the subject of their petifions. This might
be done by conferemee before the prayer upon
what should bs the matter of it,—the form
buing left to the suggestions of the mind at the
moment of engegiag ioit. Crit might be done (a8
it is in our own Church) by a Form of Comwmon
Prayer, which should bo in the hands of all, sod
which all should agree to employ in common on
certuin oorasions.

Not ooly is & promise of success mads to

thiz kind of Prayer,—{"it shall be done for |

“them of my Father which 1 in Heavea™)}—

| but o present blessing is assured to the gather-
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‘ing, howovor small.  Thero may seem to be only
two or three present, but there shall be really
& Fourth, invistble to the eye of sense. The
Fourth Personage, whom Nebuchadnezzar saw in
the furnace, avd “ whoee form was like the Son
of God,” shall be mysticelly prescnt, to procure
ecceptance for the proyer by His Mediation and
Intercession. For where two or three ave
* gathercd togother in my name, there am 11
** the midst of them. It ja chservable that
Chriat’a Presence is not covenanted to the single,
but to the united petitioners. Mot but that It
would be enjoyed by a single petitioner, ap-
proaching (30D in resl penitence and faith. 1int
the Lord would have us comprehend that in Him
we canmat stund sjone—that wo are one Body—
that His Chorch, in the midst of which He cove-
nents 1o be, 19 cosentinlly 3 commumity, com-
posed of several, not of ope member. And for
this resson, in delivering to us a Form of Prayer,
Ho conched it in the plaral ; © When ye peay, say,
* Qur Father," ke,

1L,

But we are now in search of the Seriptaral
Ground for Family Prayer,

Cougidered as simply that kied of Prayer, in
which several engoge in common, it will fall of

Seriptural
Ground of
Family Fra-
yer, to be
foond in

the O0d

Testamank




