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CORBRESPFONDENCE OF THE SOCIETY.
160 HASBATU-ETREET, NEW YORE.

ComyuxioaTioNs pertaining to the Publishing and Foreign
departments may be addressed to Rev. Wiiraw A. Harrock,
Corresponding Secretary, ete.

Those pertaining to the departments of Finance, Colportage,
Distribution, and Christian coiperation, to Rev, 0, Esstmanw,
Corresponding Secretary, ete.

"Those covering remittances of Funds and ordering Pablica-
tions, to Mr. 0. R. Kixeseury, Jssistant Secretary, (or Jssistant
Treasurer)) ote. Drafts for does will also be izsued in the name
of Mr. Kingsbury, and drafts containing remittances should be
drawn in his favor. ;

Articles for insertion in the American Messenger and Child's
Paper may be addressed to Rev. WiLLiay A. Hivrock, Editor.

All communications may be addressed to either of the above,
or to The Secretaries of the American Tract Seciety, No. 150 Nas-
gau-street, New York,

THE BOCIETY'S LIBRARY.

THE Bociety are collecting & Library, to which additionz of
books of reference, and all valusble ancient or modern works,
will ba gratefully received.

FORM OF A BEQUEST.

I ¢1vE and bequeath to “Tog AMERICAN TraCT So0rETY.” in-
stituted in the city of New York, the sum of Dollars, to
be applied to the charitable uses and purposes of gaid Society.
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THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING

oy

@he American Tract Society.

‘TrE Society met at the Reformed Duteh chureh, Washington-
square, New York, on Wednesday, May 13, 1857, at 8 o'clock, &, .,
the President, Chief-Justice Willlama of Connecticut, in the chair,
supported by the Hon, Theodore Frelinghuysen, former President,
and Rev. Dra. Gardiner Spring, Thomas e Witt, and John 8. Stone
and William B. Crosby, Esq,, Vice-Fresidents, FPrayer was offercd by
the Kev. Dr. 8pring ; and the Hev. Dr, Knox, chairmen of the Exeen-
tive Committes, read a slatement of the Society’s history during the
year, a8 piven below.

The Hon, Theodore Frelinghuyzen, chairman of the Special Com-
mittee of ffteen appointed by the Society at the leat anniversary, then
gave a brief history of the proceedings of that Committee, who aszsem-
bled with & deep sense of responsibility, and were driven to the throne
of grace for guidance, but who were brought to harmony of views, a=
would appear from the Report which he requested Judge Jeesup, the
secretary of that Committee, to present. That Report was then read
by Judge Jessup, and printed coples presented to the audience,
when, on motion of Rev, Dr, Joseph P. Thompson, seconded by
Horace Holden, Esq., it was unsnimously

Resoload, That the Report of the Special Committes be acotpled and sdopted by
the Bociety.

It was further unanimously

Resclead, That the resalntions contained in the Report be adoptad by the Bociety.

See the Report and Reeclutions, page 225, The eixth resolution
changes the last article of the Society’s Constitution to read as fol-
lows : -

 Anryous X1, This Constitution shall not be altered excapt at an annual meet-

ing, and by a vota of two-thirds of the members present ; notlee of the propossd
alteration having been given ai the previons annual meeting.'”
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On motion of the Rev. Dr, De Witt, it was unanimously

Basoloed, That the officers of the Boclety for the ensulng year ba the same s the
last year, except that Rev. Dr. Jobn M. Stevenson of Mew Albany, Indlans, be
eleoted one of the Corresponding Secretaries, in place of Rav. R. 8. Cook, resigned ;
and that Mr.-Bamuel E. Warner be slected Assistant Becretary for Colportage.

At the suggestion of Rev, Dr, Knox, that the Soclety should unite
in thenksgiving td God for the harmony which had prevailed, Rev.
Dr. Thompson, st the call of the President, led the meeting in prayer ;
and after a short recess for & meeting of the Board of Directors to
elect the Executive Committee, the Saclnty prwanrlcd to the usual
public exercises of the anniversary,

The Tressurer's report, presented by Moses A]!m: Eaq., waa
approved ; and sn abstract of the Annual Report was read by Rev.
Mesers. Hallock and Eastman, SBecretaries, when the following resolu-
tions were offered and unanimously adopted.

On motion of Rev, H. I Ganse, of the Reformed Dutch church,
New York ; eeconded by Hom. William Jessup of Montrose, Fa,

Beslvad, That the Annual Report, an abstract of which has mow been read, ba
adopted, and published under the divection of the Executive Committes ; and that
this mesting gratefolly recognize the smiles of divine Providence in the extension
and prosperity of the Bociety's labots during the year.

On motion of Rev. Hugh S, Carpenter, of the Presbyterian church,
Brooklyn, N. Y. ; seconded by Rev. Jobn 3. Stone, D. D, of the Prot-
estant Episcopal church, Brookline, Mass.

Eowived, That thankas be rendered to Grod for the barmeny which for thirty-two
yoars hag prevailed in the councils.of the Committes and among the mumerous
laborers for the Bocicty, in steking the conversion of men throngh faith in Christ
and the renewlag of the Holy Bpirlt, sa the divinely appointed meana of resculng
sloners from the oing of the fall, and conferring upon thems the richest blessings
for time and eternity,

On motion of Mr. Jonathan Cross, General Agent and Superin-
tendent of Colporiage in Virginia and North Cerolina ; seconded by
Mr. Jobn Potter, eolporteur in Western Pennsylvania,

Rawsived, That this meeting rejoice In the stendfust andeavor to penstrate the
desolations of our beloved country, which has characterised the operations of this
Bouiety, espectally in the work of Colportags : and that God has richly bleased these
endesvors in inpumerable ways, and to men in sl} conditions of life.

On motion of Dr. Divie Bethune McOartes, missionary of the Gen-
eral Awsembly’s Board at Ningpo, China ; seconded by Hev. N. Ald-
rich, of the Evangelical Lutheran chureh, the Society's Genersl Agent
in South Carolins,

Resolved, That this meeting rejoice in the cordial codperstion of missionurios con-
nected with our several respectod Boards and denominations, in pablishing the
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goepel by the press and the living volce In heathen lands ; and in Hke codperation
of evengslical Bocieties and individnals in papal and neminally Christian countries.

The Society then united in einging the 117th Psalm, and the
eetvices were closed by the Benediction, pronounced by the Rev. Dr,
Knox.

. -

STATEMENT OF REV. DR. ENOX.

‘Mr. Paesioeer—The Execuilve Commlttee of the American Tract Boclety, In
meeting their constitoents on this the Thirty-second annlvertary of the Society, are
happy in being able to report, that by the blesting of God, the prosperity of the
Iast year has been fully equal to that of any year which has preceded it.

Iaternal peace and harmony have attended all thelr doings; the contributions
to the support of the institotion have been liberal ; its operstions lerge, widely
diffuged, and effective ; and cheering cvidence of continoed confidence on the part
of the Christian community has been afforded.

As the Tesult of Isborious and persevering culture, under the Divine Hleasdng,
and a8 the growth-of many years, the onpandizstion and capahbilities of the institn-
tion have reached s bigh degres of advancement. A very large and Ineressing
sgyregate of evangelical truth of wital and universal importance, is embraced in
the publleatfens of the Boclety; and very effective agencies and facilities are
arranged for its widest digtribution throughout the whole of our own land, snd
throngheout the world. God has signally owned snd bleseed its efforts. I the
sonthern geciion of our couniry especially, the labore bestowed have never been
greater, mor the avidence of epiriteal and saving results more cheering, than dur-
Ing the last year,

Infirmity ond Imperfection attach o every thing human, Yoor Execulive Com-
mittes, however, are congcious of having prayerfully, and according to the best of
their judpment and ability, endeavored to exercige their great trogt with all fidslity.

They are compelled ever to remembar that the chiect of the association in mps
eific, and its sphero redricad.  This sphere is nevertheless ample, eminently impor-
tant, and le practicable. Our preseriivd constitutional office i, to izeue and cir-
culate religioes trith dn awkich sangelical (hrinions are agreed; embracing, therefors,
whatever ir most fondamental to galvation, and most vitsl in the commen Chris-
imnity, bot excloding every topic of & purely denominational charseter, and be-
ddea whatever else bk matter of strife and distraction among evangelical Christiang.
The Boclety, by ite elements, organiration, and genins, is precluded confrovermy.

Ita single object s to accomplish & work not otherwise to be 8o well done, if
done st ull, and which requires inward hurmony and the confidence and coopere-
tion of Christiane around of every section and every name. If either this Aarmomy
or this confidence fails, it is shorn of its strength.

At the time of the last wnnual mesting of the Soclety, the Rev. Mr. Cook, one
of ite Iaborious, energetic, and sccomplished secretaries, was suffaring under diseasn
and prostration, Hohssquently, with his family, he repaired to Europe, where e
still i, in the hope that by change and relazation he might recover his health.
This hope has been only partially realised, and recently he tendered the resigna-
tiom of his office. His resignation, under the exigencies of the case, the Comumit-
tea felt themeelves reluctantly conatrained to accept. In his abscnce they have
sppointed, as asslstant eecretary for colportage, Mr. Samuel B. Warner, & young
gentleman for thirteen yoams connected with the Institution, and who wis associ-
sled with Mr. Cook in this department. The other secretarics have during the



