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INTRODUCTION

8r. Patrior's Confession and Letter are the two oldest
writingz conneoted with Christianity in Ireland. St. Patrick
wenf there a8 missionary bizhop 1o a.n. 434, and died in
a.p, 461.  The Confession, which is the Saint's self vindiea-
tion, seema to have been composed towards the close of his
carear, perhape about 4.0, 450, and the Leller may be later
than the Cenfession. The Letter iz a manifesto called forth
by & piratical raid on Ireland by a British Chieftain, Coro-
ticus or Coriticus,

There ean be no reasonable doubt as to the anthenticity
of theze writings. They have a ring of unmistakable sin-
cerity and genuineness, and contain strong internal evidence
that they belong to the fifth century a.m.: (1) The text of
the Latin Bible used by the author is, in the O.T., that
current before 3t. Jerome published his retranslation from
the Hebrew {a.p. 391-404); while the quotations from the
R.T. seam to follow partly Bt. Jerome’s revision (a.n. 383)
and partly the earlier versions. The author's N.T., in fact,
wus of the type current in South Gaul, where there is reason
to believe Bt. Patrick wae cducated. (2) The Franks are
alluded to as heathens in Letler, ¢. 14; in A.D. 498 they
followed their king, Clovis, into the Christian Church.
(3} There are polemical allusions to sun-worship in Con-
fesston, co. 20, 60. This was a prominent feature in the
religion of Mithraism, which was popular all over the Roman
Empire during the first four and five centuries of our era.
Other points more or less favourable to the date glaimed
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! - INTRODUCTION

for these writings are: the style of Latin, the references to
the Roman organization of Britain, the casual mention of a
married elergy (Confession, ¢. 1), and the application of the
term *apostate” to the Picts (Lefter, cc. 3, 15). Bt
Ninian's mission to the Picts is dated a.p. 398-432 or earlier.

The Latin text underlying this translation is a revision of
that published by the present writer in 1905 (Proceedings,
Royal Irish Academy, xxv., C. 7). The manuseripts known
to exist are seven in number; the oldeat being that contained
in the Book of Armagh, transcribed between a.n. 807 and
A16. The other M3S. belong to the tenth, eleventh, and
twelith centuries. The Book of Armagh does not contain
the Letter ; and the copy of the Confession [ollowed by the
soribe was mutilated and in parta illegible. A eritical
account of these MSS. will be found in the edition mentioned
above, and also in a paper on the Paris M3, published in
Proceadings. R.I. A4, xxv., C., 11.

Apart from their value as an expression of religions cx-
perience, these two little books have a special historical
significance, Bl Patrick was a great Christian missionary,
and, as such, an agent in the spread of Christian civilization.
Ircland, unfortunately, never came under the moulding
influences of the Romsn Empire; and it was the mission of
Bt. Patrick, consciously undertaken, to bring Irish Chris-
tianity into line with that of the Roman Empire, and thus
undo the unfortunate consequences of the Cmsars’ negli-
gence or impotence, St, Patrick, a British Celt, was prond
of his citizenship in the empire of Rome, which, even in its
decadence, was to him conterminous with Christian civili-
zation.



ST. PATRICK'S CONFESSION
AND LETTER

THE CONFESSION

[z for a3 pessille, tn the quelaliong from the Bible, which are printed
in itelica, the rendoring of the Fwglish Version of 1611 Aas been
Joltoed, cxcept in O.T, Apucrypha, in whick the Doway Ferrion of
1608 Joea Been v, ]

L. I, Patrick the sinuer, am the most clownish and the
least of all the faithful, and contemptible in the syes of
Very many.

My father was Calpornus, a deason, one of the sons of
Potitus, a presbyter, who belonged to the village of
Banavem Taberniz. Now he had o small farm hard by,
where [ was taken captive.

I was then about sixtesn years of age. I kuew noi the
true (God ; and I went into captivity to Ireland with many
thousands of persone, according to our deserts, bacause we
departed away from God, and kept not his commandments,
and were not obedient to our priests, who nsed to admonish
us for our salvation. And the Lord poured upon us the fury
of his anger, and scattered us amongst many heathen, even
unie the enids of the earith, where now my littleness may be
seen amongst men of another nation.

2. And there the Lord epened the understanding of my
unbelief that, even though late, I might call my faulta to

1. Is. xlii. 25; Aects xiif. 47.
2. Lukes xxiv. 45,



6 ST. PATRICK'S CONFESSION AND LETTER
remembrance, and that I might furn with all my heart to
the Lord my God, who regavded my low esfafe, and pitied
the youth of my ignorance, and kept me before 1 knew
him, and hefore T had diseernment or could distinguish
between good and evil, and protected me and comforted
me as a father does hiz son.

3. Wherefore then I cannot keep silence—nor wonld it
be fitting—eoncerning such great benefits and such great
grare as the Lord hath vouchsafed to bestow on me in the
land of my eaptivity ; heeause this is what we can render
unto him, namely, that after we have besn chastened, and
have coms to the knowledge of God, we shall exalt and
praise his wondroug works before every nation which is wnder
the whole heaven.

4 DBecauss thers iz no other God, nor was thers ever
any in times past, nor shall thers be hervsafter, except God
the Father unboegoiten, withont bheginning, from whom
all things take their heginning, holding all things [v.e.,
Almighty], as we say, and his Sen Jesus Christ, whom we
affirm verily to have always existed with the Father hefors
tho creation of the world, with the Fathor attor the mennar
of & spiritual existence, begotten ineffably, before the
beginuing of anything, And by him were made fhings
wmzible and tneisible, He was made man ; apd, having over-
come death, ho was received up into heaven to the Father
And he gave fo him all power above every name of fhings in
heaven and (hings in earth and things under the carth ; and let
cvery fongue confess to him tha! Jesus Choist 18 Lord and God
in whom we believe. And we look for his coming scon
to be; he the Judge of the guick and the dead, who uwill
remder fo every man aceording to his deeds. And he shed on

2. Joel ii. 12 ; Luke 1. 48,
3. Ps, Laxxix. §: Acts ii. 5. 5 25l
&, Col. i, 18; Phil.1i, 9-11 ; Rom. i, &; Tit. iii, 5, 6,



THE CONFESSION T

ug alundently the Holy Ghost, the gift and earnest of
immortality, who makes those who believe and obey to
bhecome children of God the Father and joind heirs with
Chrisf, whom we confess and adore as ocoe God in the
Trinity of the Holy Name.

5. Far he himself hath said through the prophet, Call
upon me in the day of frouble ; I will deliver thee, and thow shalt
glovify me.  And again he saith, Tt s honourable to revenl
and confess the works of Gad.

6. Nevertheless, although I am faulty in many things,
I wish my brethren and kinsfolk to kmow whal manner of
man | am, snd that they may be able to understand the
desire of my soul.

7. I am not ignorant of the festimony of my Lord, who
witnesseth in the Dsalm, Thoy shall desfrey them fhat speak
a lie.  And again he saith, The mouth that belieth killeth the
souwl. And the same Lord eaith in the Gospel, The ifle
word thet men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the
dmy of judgement,

8. Wherefore then I ought exceedingly, with feur and
trembling, to dread this sonteneo in that day when no one
will be able to absent himself or hide, but when all of us,
without exeeption, shall have fo give account of even the
smallost sins hejore the judgement sent of the Lovd Chrdst,

9. On this account I had long sinee thought of writing ;
but I hesitated uotill oow; for I feared lest I should fall
under the censuro of men’s tongues, and becanse I have not
studied as have others, who in the most approved fashion
have drunk in both law and the Holy Scriptures alike,
and have never changed their speech from their infancy,
but rather have been always rendering it more perfect.

—m—

4. Bom. viii. 14, 17.

6, Pa. L 16: Tob, xii. 7.

Tp .a IT‘il:l:ll il B § PE! Ve 5; Wi.!d. il 11 ; ]}h.lt-. xiir aﬁ-
8. Eph.vi. 6; Hom. xiv. 10, 12,
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For my speech and language iz translated into a tongue
not my own, 83 can be easily proved from the savour of my
writing, in what fashion I have been taught and am learned
in speech ; for, saith the wise man, By the fonque will he dis-
covered understanding and knowledge and the traching of truth,

10. But what avails an exruse, no matter how true,
especially when accompanied by presumption ! sinee now
I myseli, in mine old age, carnestly desire that which in
youth I did not acquire; because my mins prevented me
from mastering what I had read through hefore. But
who gives me credence even if I should repeat the state-
ment that I made at the ontset?

When & youth, nay, almost a boy, I went into caplivity
in lamguage [as well as in person] before T knew what 1
should earnestly desire, or what I onght to shun. And so
to-day I blush and sm exceedingly afraid to lay bare my
lack of education; because I am unable to make my mean-
ing plain in a fow words to the learned ; for as the Spirit
yvearns, the [human] disposition displays the souls of men
and their understandings.

11. But if I had had [only] the same privilages ag olhors,
nevertheless [ would not keep silence on account of the
reward. And if perchance it scomes to not & few that I am
thrusting myself forward in this matter with my wani of
knowledge and my slow fongue, vel it is written, The fongue
of the stommerers shall quickly lemrn fo speak peace. How
much rather should we earnestly desire so to do, who are,
he saith, fhe epistle of Christ for salvalion wnds the ends of the
eartl, although not a learned one, yet minisfered most
powerfully, wriften in your hearts, not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God. And again the Spirit witnesseth,
And Tushandry [lit. rusticity] was ordained by the Most High.

i Ecclus, 1v. 28.

. Pa. axix, 112; Exed. iv. 10; ls. xxxil 4; 2 Cor, iil. 2, 3;

.&ch xiil 47 ; Emlm vil 18,



