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SMOLLET.

ToB1As SMOLLET, one of the mw%
well as popalar of our novel-writers, was

in the year 1721, at the farm of Dalquhurdon
the baunks of the Leven, amidst some of the most
Picturesque scenery nfS-cndand to the beauties
of which he afterwards paid an t poetical
wribute, His father was the fourth son of Sir
James Smollet, of Bonhill : he married, without
his father's conaent, & lady of po fortune; and
dying soon after the birth of his youngest son,
s family, consisting of two sons and a daughter,
were left entirely t on the bounty of
their grandfather for a subsistence. The eldest,
James, went into the army. His regiment was
ordered abroed ; and the transport in which be
was, with part of the troops, was unfortunately
lost off the coast of America. He 18 mentioped
ag a young man of great promise, and Dr.
Smollet always preserved towards him an affec-
tionate remembrance.

. Tokbias, the subject of this memoir, was put
#0 echool st Dumbarton, where it 18 recorded
that the firt efforts of his genius were shown
in & copy of verses to the memory of Wallace,
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ii SMOLLET.

séveral of whose adventures took placein the
wvicinity ; for he had always a large share of that
national spirit by which his countrymen are
generally disunguished. Young Tobias, how-
ever, was not always in the hetoic mood. Many
aturies are told uf h!,s exploits; and many acts
of boyish mischief and frolic recorded in Ro-
, derick Random are sapposed to be supplied
from the memory of his own early years. From
_Dumbarton he was removed to lasgow, where
he was apprenticed to a surgeon, Mr. John
Gordon, and at the same time atended the
University lectures of anatomy and medicine.
At Glasgow he began to display that vein of hu-
mour and propensity to sntn'ﬂ which after-
wards 8o strongly distinguished him, at the ex-
pense of the circles to which be had access, and
even ventured to aim the shafis of his ridicule
inst some of the graver sort, whose exterior
ol piety he represented, possibly with truth, as
only worn in compliance with the costume of
the country. Fhis, as may be supposed,’ gwe
great affence.
~ His grandfather died whilo he wasat G
and though e had meintaimed ﬂmfnmﬁjm a
decent manner while he lived, and would proba-
biy have continued 80 to do, he made littleor no
provision for them &t his death ; and Smollet on
this event, his apprenticeship lmngﬁnmhed came
up to London to seck his fortune. On this oe-
casion, he was in want of meney.and recom-
mendations ; his friends supplied bin very mpuo—
ingly with the former, ‘buk- were
liberal, haunadmuh@awe, mlhehuen.rude




SMOLLET. i
He soon got a situation as surgeon’s mdte m &
ship of the line, and acted as such in the unfor-
tunate expedition to Carthagena which took
place in the year 1741, Of this he published
an account, joining with those who threw great
blame on the commander. The scenes he
was here witness to made the strongest im-
pression on hwmmd,mdhahugwm them
with strength of colouring in huis Rederick |
. Whoever reads that book will not
wonder that he was disgusted with the sea-ser-
vice, which he soon quitted, though he was
certain of promotion, and resided some time in
Jamaica, where he married a lady of the name
of Lascelies. He returmed to London soon after
the year 1745, and became writer by profession.
talents of Bmollet were vigorous, his
powers of application strong, his execution ra-
pid, and there were few departments of
literature in which at one tme or other he did
no{ engage. Poetry, history, novel-wntng,
travels, criticiam, by turns employed his pen.
At the age of eighteen he had written a play
called The Regicide. The subject was the as-
sassination of James the First of Scotdand, the
affecting story of which, as related by Buchanan,
had deeply impressed his young miud. It was
afterwards offered to the managers of the thea-
tres, and, on their rejegtion, printed by sub-
scription; 3 mode of publicity by which un-
successful candidates hn;ire not unfrequently vin-
dicated the sagacity of the managers. He does
not seem to have studied euphony in the
piece, if one mr,!udgﬂ t-: the following speci-



