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Military Wistorical Soriety of Massuchuseits

As Lhis aceount of The Battle of Jutland has now
prevailed, with the facts given established as cor-
rect, and the British Admiralty having changed
ithe officiul charts of the action, this edition of
the monograph on the naval battle is inscribed
{0 lhe members of the Military Historical Society
of Massachusetts.
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PREFACE

TrE following is an account of the essential facts
of the Battle of Jutland, amplified from the review
m the author’s book, 4 Guide to the Military His-
tory of The World War, 19141918, published this
year by Little, Brown & Co. This gives a greatly
needed description of the events of the naval ac-
tion, with the forces of both sides placed in true
relation, one to the other.

No previously published account had contained
an adequate treatment of the manceuvres of both
fleets, as certain important events of the action
were not understood, and it had been assumed that
gituations existed for which there was no feunda-
tion in fact. All this has resulted in a mass of con-
fused and erroneous narratives —and the Battle
of Jutland has become one of the most misunder-
stood actions in history.

The British Admiralty has announced that an
official record of the Battle of Jutland would not
be given out. Instead of this, the official dis-
patches covering the action have been issued in the
form of a Blue-book. The publication of these
documents does not help to solve many vexed
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questions — and the peed is all the more evident
of a trustworthy account of the action.

The reader may feel sure that the real course of
the great naval battle has been traced in the present
version, and that the facts here given have been
established beyond dispute. In this way a reliable
basis has been provided for reading narratives of
the action, for studying the details of its varying
fortunes — and for correcting many erroneous im-
pressions which have been current.

A portion of the text was published in the Boston
Evening Transcript of October 9, 1920. Two of
the charts have been reproduced from 4 Guide fo
the Military History of The World War, and the
thanks of the anthor are given to Messrs. Little,
Brown & Co. for their courtesy in allowing use of
the text of the book.
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