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THE CONTEST IN AMERICA.

Tue cloud which for the space of a month hung
gloomily over the civilized world, black with far
worse evils than those of simple war, has passed
from over our heads without bursting. The fear
bas not been realized, that the only two first-rate
Powers who age also free nations would take to
tearing each other in pieces, both the one and the
other in a bad and odions cavse. For while, on the
American side, the war would have been one of reck-
less persistency in wrong, on ours it would have
been a war in alliance with, and, to practical pur-
poses, in defence and propagation of, slavery, We
bhad, indeed, been wronged. We had suffered an
indignity, and something more than an indignity,
which, not to have resented, would have been to in-
vite & constant succession of insults and injuries from
the same and from every other quarter, We could
have acted no otherwise than we have done: yet it is
impossible to think, without something like a shudder,
from what we have escaped. We, the emancipators
of the slave — who have wearied every Court and
Government in Europe and America with our pro-
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tests and remonstrances, until we goaded them into
at least ostensibly coiperating with us to prevent
the enslaving of the negro — we, who for the last
half century have spent annual sums, equal to the
revenue of 2 small kingdom, in blockading the Afri-
ean coast, for a cause in which we not only had no
interest, but which was contrary to our pecuniary
interest, and which many believed would ruin, as
many among us still, though erronecusly, believe
that it has ruined, our colonies, — we should have
lent a hand to setting up, in one of the most com-
manding positions of the world, a powerful repub-
lic, devoted not only to slavery, but to pro-slavery
propagandism — should have helped to give a place
in the community of nations to a comspiracy of
slave-owners, who have broken their connection with
the American Federation on the sole ground, osten-
tatiously proclaimed, that they thought an attempt
would be made to restrain, not slavery itself, but
their purpose of spreading slavery wherever migra-
tion or force could carry it.

A mnation which has made the professions that
England has, does not with impunity, under how-
ever great provocation, betake itself to frustrating
the objects for which it bas been calling on the rest
of the world to make sacrifices of what they think
their interest. At present all the nations of Europe
bave sympathized with us; have acknowledged that
we were injured, and declared with rare unanimity,
that we had no choice but to resist, if necessary, by
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arms. But the cousequences of such a war would
soon have buried its causes in oblivion, When the
new Confederate States, made an independent Power
by English help, had begun their crusade to carry
negro slavery from the Potomae to Cape Horn;
who would then bave remembered that England
raised up this scourge to humanity not for the evil's
sake, but because somebody had offered an insult to
her flag? Or even if unforgotten, who would then
have felt that such a grievance was a sufficient pal-
liation of the crime ! Every reader of a newspaper,
to the farthest ends of the earth, would have believed
and remembered one thing only — that at the eriti-
eal juncture which was to decide whether slavery
should blaze up afresh with increased vigor or be
trodden out — at the moment of conflict between
the good and the evil spirit—at the dawn of a
hope that the demon might now at last be chained
and flung into the pit, Evgland stepped in, and, for
the sake of ecotton, made Satan victorious.

The world has been saved from this calamity, and
England from this disgrace. The accusation would
indeed have been & calumny. But to be able to
defy calumny, a nation, hke an individual, must
stand very clear of just reproach in its previous
conduct. Unfortunately, we ocurselves have given
too much plausibility to the charge. Not by any-
thing said or dene by us as a Government or as a
nation, but by the tone of our press, and in some
degree, it must be owned, the general opinion of
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English society. It is too true, that the feelings
which have been muanifested since the beginning of
the American contest-— the judgments which have
been put forth, and the wishes which have been ex-
pressed concerning the incidents and probable event-
ualities of the struggle — the bitter and irritating
eriticism which has been kept up, not even against
both parties equally, but almost solely against the
party in the right, and the ungenerous refusal of all
those just allowances which no country needs more
than our own, whenever its eircumstances are as
near to those of America as a cut finger iz to an
almost mortal wound, — these facts, with minds not
favorably disposed to us, would have gone far to
make the most odious interpretation of the war in
which we have been so nearly engaged with the
United States, appear by many degrees the most
probable, There is no denying that our attitude
towards the contending parties (I mean our moral
attitude, for politically there was no other course
open to us than neutrality) has not been that which
becomes a people who are as sincere enemies of
slavery as the English really are, and have made as
great sacrifices to put an end to it where they could.
And it has been an additional misfortune that some
of our most powerful journals have been for many
years past very unfavorable exponents of English
feeling on all subjects connected with slavery: some,
probably, from the influences, more or less direct,
of West Indian opinions and interests: others from
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inbred Toryism, which, even when eompelled by
reason to hold opinions favorable to liberty, is al-
ways adverse to it in feeling; which likes the spee-
tacle of irresponsible power exereised by one person
over others ; which has no moral repugnance to the
thought of human beings born to the penal servi-
tude for life, to which for the term of a few years
_ ‘We senience our most hardened erimivals, but keeps
its indignation to be expended on * rabid and fanat-
ical abolitionists " across the Atlantic, and on those
writers in England who attach a sufficiently serious
meaning to their Christian professions, to consider a
fight against slavery as a fight for God.

Now, when the mind of Epgland, aod it may
almost be said, of the civilized part of mankind, has
been relieved from the incubus which had weighed
on it ever since the Trent outrage, and when we are
no longer feeling towards the Northern Americans
as men feel towards those with whom they may be
on the point of struggling for life or death; now, if
ever, is the time to review our position, and consider
whether we have been feeling what ought to have
been felt, and wishing what ought to have been
wished, regarding the contest in which the Northern
States are engaged with the South.

In considering this matter, we ought to dismiss
from our minds, as far as possible, those feelings
against the North, which have been engendered not
merely by the Trent aggression, but by the previous
anti-British effusions of newspaper writers and stump



