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PRICFACK

Tz series of cightl Lectures an = Light Waves and Thedr
[aes™ wnn ddelivered in fhe speinge of 1800 ub 1he Lowell
Institule, T the prepazation of the cxpeciments and 1he
lantern projections 1 was ably azsi=ted by Meo 0 10 Maun,
tor wheom T oame frecher indebited for eolitinge thiz volnme,

I ohive endeavoriel, possihiy at the 1izk of ineleganee of
dliction, to present the feetnres oz nearely as possible o fle
words v which they were originsily given, lrusting st
thereby sone ol the infereed of the 2poker addresses miglil
L resliabneal,

While it b= boped (hnt the work will b intelligibbe 10 the
wencral reader, 1 3= akeo possille that some of the idens may
b of antereat to }rh}'sir'is’rs Al pEtrononers who may 1o
hve il ovession to reml the semewlad seattered pmblishied
AT
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Comparison of Lhe Efficiency of the MMicro-
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LECTURIS I
WAVE MOTION AND INTERPELRENCE

=eresoe. when it bas to commmiente the resulis of s
labor, is mwudey the iBeudvantaee that its angmage is bat
little wnderstond,  Flenes it is Lhat clreamdeention iz inevi-
table and reputitions ave dificall to aveld,  Selentific men
arc necessariby educated to econvnise expression sooas fo
comdense whole senlences inlo a single word sod o whole
chapder into a single sentence,  These words and senlenees
gowe (o e go faniliar to the investigalor as expressions of
summerized work -——it may be of vears —that ouly by con-
siderable effort can he meanember that to others s ideas
perd  eomztant explination and  clecilation which lead (o
inartistic awd wenrvine repelitivn. To fow is it given o
eombine the tudent o investidion with the happy faculty
of making the subject of their work inleresting to others, 1
o ot elaim ta be one of theae Torlrpate Tew; aud i 1 oam
not as guecessful as 1 could wish in this respect. I enn only
beg vour indulgenee for myself, hut not for the subject |
have chosen. This, to my mind, 18 one of the most fsei-
nating. vol ouly ol the depurbments of seicnec, but of hwwan
knowledgre,  IF s poet conbl ot the same fione e n physicist,
be anight convey to olhems the pledsuse, the satisfaction,
almost the revercnee, which the sobject inspives. The
wathotic side of the subjeet is, 1 confess, by no weans the
least attractive to me. Lspeeially ie its fascinalion fell in
the brancl which deals with Light. and T hope the day may
b near when a Ruskin will be fouad equoal to the deserip-
tion of the beanties of eoloring, the exguisite gralations of
light anel ehade, and the intrieate wonders of svimmetrieal
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