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PREFACKE,

Toere is probably none Lo deny that the stedy of the
principles of pohitical science 18 d necessary part of a
liberal edaculion,  DBul in o counlry where the people gov-
orn themselve: we beliove 16 18 more thaao this: 1t 15 a
necessary part of a common-sehool edocation.  In the
United Siates thevo is tho strongest reason for this, for
here wot only do Ligh and lew alike ¢leet their own law-
makers wnd rulers, but they slzo establizh fheir own eon-
gtitutions und determine even the fundumental -principles
upon which they ghall e governed.  The dauger of en-
trusting such power to the ignorant has not filed of illus-
tration here, and lately.  Bub having universal suffrage-—
for rood or evil—ihere iz bunt one resouree, to teach the
people how Lo povern themeelves,

Noris a knowledgn of the principles of legal seience less
neceasary to eyery perzon,  1'he Jaws of man know ns little
of merey as the laws of nature; in that they never admii
irnorsnes a2 an excuse for wrong, Ibds a prool of {the
esoentinl justice of our system of jurisprudence, thai zo
many pass safely through life, totally ignorant of the low,
and relving merely upon their own sense of what sghonld
be.  And yot every day gives proot that ignorance is always
dangerous,  The study of such o work will not make a
youth a lawyer, but it will fix In hiz mind a systom of
broad prineiples, which cannet fail to Le nsoful practically.
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Though [hese facts are sell-ovident, this stody has been
lerctofore strangely neglected, T'he aim of this book, in sup-
plving o wanb believed to exist, iz {o present, 1 such form
us to be uzed chiefly as a text-book forschools, abroad and
comprelensive view of the principles of rovernment anid
law i the United States {which are substantially the same
thronghout the eountry), and thus to teach the young the
variod rights wd duries of a citizon in relation to his gov-
ernment amnd his fellow-cilizens,

The book 15 divided inlo Lwo puris

Tart I, Principles of (fvverpment, s devoled (afler a
few chapters apoa general prineiples), first, to government
by the State, and secomd, to government by the Nalion.
11 iz hers that ihe hook 3s helieved (o have itg chief advio-
tage over others of iz kind,  In all that wo bave exam-
ined, either ope or the olher of these subjects lhias been
aerlected.  Muny youll hsve prown to manliood with so
Little appreciulion of the polilicul noportapee of the Siate,
ia Lo believe 6 pothing more Lthan o peegraplical division;
athers have placed the Stale too ligh and failed Lo realize
the power and dignily of the Nation,  In reality, the Na-
tional Government, on the oang hand, 15 of far greater his-
tovie inlereal and permanent pelilical importance, as really
governing the fiudurs freedom o serfldom of the race. On
ihe other hand, thestate, which savs whether the particular
individual shall vote, what rights of property e shall have,
and what shall e the ponishmenl for hig erimes, enters Lar
more into the daily adfliuirs of the single eitizen, touches him
at more points, and iz therefore of greater temporary in-
terost,  Doth subjects shonld be stwlicd, and it 15 of es-
pecial importance at this time that their relation to each
other shonld bo clearly presentod to the youth of the land,
for State rights and Nationul rights hove not yet finished
their couflict.



Preface, v

= ——

Part 1L, Prineiples of Law, confuing algo two divicions,
the first one presenting the main prineiples which govern
the rights and duties of man to man in his everv-day life,
his varied rights connecled with personal gecurity, liberty,
anid property; and the secomd giving the rules by which the
relations of nations to each other ave repulated.

Thus the yolume presents n general view of the posi-
tion of the citizen in all the relutions he may snstain in
this counlry: o Liz fellow-eitizon, to his State, to his
Nution, and o foreign nalions,  Threughout the book
the purpose has heen to omit all delails, 80 as nol to injure
the offect of the principle, cven where a gmall untruth is
implied for the sike of a larger truth.

The present revigion hag, 1t i8 thought, made extensive
improvement, by chaures and additions which the creal
cventz of the last few years hove rendered necessary, by
pursning a more natural and logical order, with proper
abordination of topics, by confining each paragraph of
the chapter to a eingle subject and sopplyving it with a
title, and by the addition of schemes, whoro appropriate, to
e uged as blackbonnd exerciaes, and of roview questions for
the use of both pupil and teacher. It ia confidently hoped
that the heok in this revision mav Quwd us much favor as
has been kindly shown it in the past
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