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PRELIMINARY NOTICE.
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Of the distinguished authors of Persia, none parhaps
have enjoyed in the Eastirn werld o more decided
and wider popularity than Sedi, and few, if indeed
any, heve a0 neerly afizined that ratk even in cur
Weastern world, He esrly won the atiootion of
European scholars thronyrh & Latim trecslizlion of ks
best kmown work, the OGulisldin, or Bode Gardoen,
made by George (enting, and published by him at
Amstordam, A.D. 1651, under the title of Rosariom
Foliticum. The fume of this celebmrated production
has gincs, but with & considerable intorval of Eime,
been extansively diffused by other translations into
the principal languages of Horope: in our own by
thees of Gladwin, Dumouling Lee, Hoss, end more
recently an excellunt one by Professor Eastwiok; in
German, by Neaselmann and Craf; in France, by
Bemelst. This calebrity has boen dosarvedly merited
by the good scose snd wit and wisdom of the anthor,




vi. FRELIMINARY NOTICE,

by his knowledge of the world and humsa natore, by
hi= religious feeling and high moral tone, and by the
general clesrneess and simplicity of his styla; in
which lsst particolar be stands, comporatively
speaking, im remarkabls contrast to the crdinary
redondancy of expression, and cxmgperstion of
sentimont and figare, in Parsian eomposition.
Fhrikh-Muslah-ud-THn Badl was born et Bhirle,
the oapital of TPersia, or rather of the provincee of
Fars, which might not be improperiy entitled the
Persisn Athens, in the clesing years of the twelfth
contury : a period in which Eunrope was elowly
emareing from madiceel darkmens, Ho was pateondsed
by the Atabeg Busd-ben.Zingi, the them Raler of
Fara, at whose Court his father 18 said to have held
some office. Hea appears to have been educated, in
part ot loast, in ths Nizamisn Collsge st Baghdad,
and to havo beon a pupil of the Bhaikh Abdul Eadar
Gilapi, who instructed him in theclogy and the
pringiples of the Bufi gect, and with whom he made
his first Pilgrimage to Mecea; which he is mid to
have repeated in his after-life fourteen timea. He |
was, 85 we gather from notices in his works, in the
course of it a great traveller in distant countries, and
is said to have assisted in the Holy Wars againat the
Infidals in Asin Minor and in Tndin:—
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[ have wandered throogh varims quertoms of the world,
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overy eorner 1 foand something te profd me |

From evary abea! T gathored an ear.”

Omn one occaston, he tells us himself, that whilst he
had withdrawn into the desert near Jerusalem to
perform his religious exercises, he' was made caplive
by the Franks, who sent him o work with some Jawa
in digging the tronches at Tripoli, Hers he was
rocogniesd by an acguaintancee whom he had known
at Aleppo, and who, pitying his sad condition,
radeemed him with ten dinare, took him home with
him, and subsoquantly married kim $o kis dsoghter,
giving him s portion of one hundred dinars, This
marrigt did not prove & heppy one. Her disposition,
he says, was ill-fempered snd abudive, 80 that it quite
destroyed his comfort. Omna day fanntingly she
exclaimed, © Art not thon the man whom my father
bonght for tem dinars?" * Yes," he replisd, ™ and
sold o thee for & hundred 1™

Badi married a second time at Banga, the capital of
Yemen. Womay hopo that his second nuplislsd weare
crownad with more falicity than his fret appears to
bave been. In the Bogtin is foond an affecting
pessage, in which he daplores the death of his son in
terma of the most poignant anguish. The eventa of
Badi's life recorded by his hiographers are bat fow,
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and those few rest probably on little aothority.
Perhapa the Poet himself is hia own beet and most
suthentic recorder of his acts and opimions, For the
ettentive reador of his works will be able fo form a
vary fair estimate of what he did, and what he
thought, and what he was, and will find presented to
his view in them a lively and interesting portraiture
of an intelligent, wise, and esbimelle man. If the
story be trun, that when the Minister of Hulalks
Ehsn sent him & pressot of 50,000 dinars he
expended them on 8 homse of enterlainment for
travellers, he practised the generosity which he so
offen and so wall incunleates in his precepts,

If to the period of his childhood and youth and the
timo passed m the Nimmian College in hin sducation
and thedlogical studies we add the thirty years which
he is reported to have consomed n his travels and
the various adventures of his wandering lifs, Badi
must hove been alresdy of more thas mature agme,
when, a8 e i7 anid to have dons, he returmed to his
nafive city dhiriz, where he spent the remainder of
his days in retirement, in religious contemplation, in
receiving the friends and strangers, whom his great
fama drew around him or ettracted to vmit him, and
probably in the compoaition of his various worka, of
which Ross in has life eoumorstss twenty-two, and
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Bir Gare Ounseley in his Bisgraphieal Noticas of the
Forsinn Poots gives a list wilh their titles of twenty-
four, and which he probably wonld hardly have had
the leisara o execute on his jowrnsys. His [ife
appears to have bean prolonged to extrome old age,
thongh we may be excosed from accopting Donlet
fhah's hia Bographer’s sssoriion that it was extended
to ome hundved and two years. Ho was buried nesr
Bhirdz, where hie fomb wes scen by Kasmpler in 1884,
who describag it af that tima as almost & roin ; by
Franklin in 1786-7, who says thet unloes repaired it
muet soon fall ontirely fo decay ; and again by Sic
Gore Uuseloy o 1811, who, from the reverence in
which he held Badi, wished himaslf to do something
to save it from destroction. But the Governor of
Fars, * {00 proad,’’ hesays, * to aocede to my wishes,
and too avaxricivus to be at the expense himsealf, would
not allow me to ey my intentions into execution,
but promised hinfself 40 put it into e fine & state of
repair s the Vakil Kerim Khnan had done the tomb of
Hafis. But ho has not fulfilled his promise, and “ it
A to bo fearsd and lamented that ere long Dot & slone
will tell whare the ones brightest ornament of Peraia
—the matchless possessor of piety, genius, and
learning-—was entombed."”

In the picture which Franklin saw of him near the




