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THE AMERICAN BARON.

A, MERS.T

CHAFTER L.
THE AVALANCHE,

BompwnaT less than a hindred years ago
o party of travelers might have been seen
erossing over the Simplon Tewd, en route for It-
aly, They had been detpined at Brieg by re-
ports that the ropd wee impossable; and, as it
waz the month of Mereh, the prospect of snow
and storms and avalanches was soffieient to
make them hesitate, As length the road had
been veopensd, and they were informed that
the journey might be mede on sleds,

Unwilling to wait at Brieg, and equally un-
willing 1o make a detont 5o 88 to take the rail-
road, the party decided to go on,  They wera
informed that they conld go on wheels ag fur
as the fne of tnow, but that afterward their ae-
commodations wonld not be so comfortable as
they might desive, The road had been eleared
for only & few fest; the snow was deep; the
deds were rude; and progress would be slow,

These statemments, however, did not shake the
resolution of the party ; and the end of it was
chut they determined to go on, and eross the
mountiin 7 it were possible,

Un leaving Brieg the road began to aseend
with a very slight incline, winding around in
an iptricate szort of way, sometimes erossing
deep gullics, &t other times plercing the hill-
zide in long dark tonnels; bot amides all these
windings ever sscending, so that every step
tool them higher and higher above tha little
valley whare Brieg lay. The party saw also
that every step brought them stesdily nearer
te the line of snow; and st length they found
the rond eovered with a thin white layer, Over
this they relled;, and though the snow became
detper with every furlong of their progress, yet
they enconntersd bat Litle actual difficulty un-
til they approsched the firss station where the
horses were to be ehangad.  Here they eame
to i deep drift.  Throogh this a pathway had
heen cleared, so that there was no diffienlty
about going throogh; but the sight of this
served to show them what might be expect-
ed further on, and to fill them all with grave
doubts a8 to the practicability of a jowrney
which was thus interropted so enrly.

On reaching the station these doubts were
econfirmed.  They were informed that the road
had been eleared for eleds on the preceding
diy, bt that on the previows night fresh soow
had fallen, ond 1o soch guantities that the read
would have to be cleared afresh, The worst
of It was that there was every probability of
new snove-storms, which woald cover the road
still deeper, and ones more obliterate the track,
This led to a fresh debate alont the journey ;
but they were all unwilling o turn back, Only
4 few rniles separared them from Domo d'Os-
sola, and they were assnred that, if no fresh
anow should fall, they wonld be able to start
on the following morning. This last nssue-
anea onee mors confirmed their wavering reso-
Intion, and they concluded to wuit at the sta-
tion.

For the remainder of that day they waited at
the litile way-side inn, smosing themselves with
looking oot apon thelr surronndings, They
were environed by a sgene of wniversal white,
Abwove them towered vast Alpine summits,
where the wild wind blew, sweeping the spow-
wrenths Inte the afr. In front was a deep re-
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ving, at the bottom of which thers ran & tor-
rant that fonmed and tossed over vocks and
boulders. It was not possible to take a walk
to any distance, ‘Their boots were made for
lighter purposes than plunging through snow-
drifts; and so they were forced to remain in-
doors, aml pass the time 2s best they eonld.

Om the following morning they fonnd every
thing in readiness fov a stare,  In front of the
inn they saw five sleds of that kind which is
universally nsed in the novthern part of Amer-
ien.  Each gled was of the rudess possible eon-
struction, and was drawn by one horse; straw
was spread over the sled, npon which fur
robes and blankets were flung. The pany
was distributed among these slads, so thet
each ono shonld have ae light & load as possi-
Lje, while one of the rude vehicles curriad the
luggage,

Thus arvanged, they ofl started off, And
nov, since they are afl fadrly nnder way, I pro-
pose to imtrodnce them, individually and col-
lectively, to my very good friend the reader,

Fivst of all T most mention the fuct that the
party vonsisted chiefly of ladies and their at-
tendants,

Of thess the moss prominent was a elim, 1all,
elderly lady, with iarge, dark, soft eyes, thot
spoke of & vanizhed yonth and beanty from ber
heavily wrinkled face, She was the Dowager
Lady Dalrymple, and acted toward the rest of
the party in the multifarions capecity of chapa-
ron, geneeal, convier, goide, philosopher, triend,
and Mentor,

Next ceme Mrs. Willonghby, a widow of
great benaty and fascination, a brunette, pood-
natnred, clever, and shrewd., I might herve
yaose, and go into no end of raptures on the
varions quakeices of this lady's charecter; but,
on the whole, T think I'd betier not, ns they
will ba sufficiently apparent before the end of
this story is reached,

Then there was Misa Minnie Fay, sister to
Mre. Willongkby, and otterly unlike hor in ev-
ery respect.  Minnie was a blonde, with bloe
eves, golden hair cut short and clustering aboue
her little head, little bit of & moath, with very
red, plump lips, and very whits tacth,  Minnie
was very small, and very elegant in shape, in
gestore, in dress, in every attitude and every
wovement. The wmost striking thing sbout
her, however, was the expression of her eyes
and her face. There wos about her brow the
glory of perfoet innocence, Her eyes had a
glonca of unfuthomable melancholy, mingled
with childlike trmst in the partienlar person
upon whom her gaze was fastened.  Minnie
was eonsidered by all her friends as a child—
wae treated a8 & chili—homaored, petted, conx-
ad, indolged, and talked 1o a3 a child,  Min-
nig, on her part, thooght, spoke, lived, moved,
and acted ae & child,  Bhe fremed, she teased,
she pouted, she cried, she did every thing as a
child doos; and thus carried ap to the age of
eightoon the bloom and charm of eight.

The two sisters were nieces of the Dowager

Lady Delrymple.  Another nisce also aceom-
panied them, whe was a cousin of the two sis-
tets,  Thiz was Miss Ethel Groe, a yonng Lndy
who had fAontished through o Tondon geason,
and had refused any number of brilliant offers,
Bhe was & brunetie, with most wonderful dark
eyes, figure of perfect grace, and an expression
of grave self-poige that awed the buttorflies of
fashiom, but offered an irvesistible atteaction to
people of sense, intellect, intelligence, esprit,
md all that sort of thing—like you and me, my

j‘.

I am taking up too much time aod aotici-
pating somewhat, T fear, by thess deseriptions ;
#0 let us drop Miza Eihel.

Thess ladies being thus all related formed a
family party, and had made the journey thna
far on the best of terms, without any other es-
cort thaw that which was afforded by their
chaperon, general, courier, gatde, philosopher,
friend, and Mentor—the Dowager Lady Dal-
rymple,

The party was enlarged by the presence of
four maids and o foreign gentleman, This last-
mentioned personage was emall in eteture, with
 very handsome fuce and very brillinne eres
His frame, though slight, was ginewy snd well
knit, and he looked like an Tinfian, He had
come o alone, and had passed the night at
the station-house,

A track about eix feet wide had beon ent ont
throngh the enow, snd over this they passed,
The snow was soft, and the horses sank deep,
go that progress was slow,  Nor was the jonr-
ney withoot the excitement of apparent dan-
ger. At times Before them and behind them
there would come & low, rombling sound, and
they would see a mass of snow and iee rushing
down some neighboring slope.  Some of these
full on the road, and more than onee they had
to quit their sleds and wais for the drivers to
get them over the heaps thar had heen formed
acrosa their path,  Fortunately, however, none
of thess came near them ; and Minnie Fey, who
ot first hod sereamed at intervals of abons five
mintes, graduglly gained confidence, and at
length changed her moad so completely that she
lnnghed aml elapped ber-litidle hands whenever
she saw the rugh of enow and iee.  Thas slow-
Iy, yet in safety, they pushed onward, and at
length reached the little village of Simplon.
Hore they writed an hour to wirm themeselves,
lanch, and change horses. At the end of that
time they set out afresh, and ones more they
wera on their winding way.

They had new the gratification of inding that
they were deseending the slopa, and of khowing
that this descent took them every minute for-
ther from the regions of snow, apd pearer to
the sanny plains of Ttaly, Minnie in perticolar
gave utterance to her dalight ; end now, having
lost every pacticle of foar, she begged to be al-
lowed to drive in the foromost sled, Ethel bad
heen in it thue far, bot she willingly changed
places with Minnle, and thos the descent was
e,
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The sleds and their ocenpants were now ar-
ranged i the following order:

First, Minnie Fay slone with the driver,

Becond, Mre, Willoughby and Ethel.

Third, the Dowsger amd her mgid.

Fourth, the three other meids,

Fifuh, the lugpgage,

After thess five sleds, containing onr party,
came snother with the foreign gentleman,

Each of thess gleds had a driver to isalf,

In thiz order the party went, antil at length
they came to the Gorge of Gondo, This iz a
narrow valley, the sides of which rize ap very
abruptly, and in some places precipitously, to a
graat he‘ifht. At the bottom flows a farions
torrent, which boils and foam: and roars as
it forces its impetoons way onward over fallen
masses of rock and trees and boulders, 2t one
time gathering into still pools, at other times
rearing into catarncts.  Their road had besn
cut out on the sida of the mountain, and the
path had been cleaved sway here mony fect
ahove the buried read; and as they wonnd
slong the glope they could look up at the so-
pendous heigita above them, sml down st the
abyss beneath them, whose white snow-cover-
ing was marked at the bomom by the black
ling of the roaving tovrent.  The smooth slope
of enow ran down as far ge the eye conld reach
at & steep angls, filling np all crevices, with
here and thers a projecting rock or a dark
clump of trees to break ite surface,

‘The road was fur beneath them. The drivers
had informed them that it was forty foet deep
at the top of the puss, and that its depth hers
was over thirty. Long poles which were in-
serted in the snow projected sbove itz surface,
aud served to merk where the road ran,

Here, then, they drove along, feeling wearied
with the length of the way, impatient at the
slowness of their progress, and eager to reach
their journey's end. Bt little was eaid, Al
hodd talked till &ll wors tired oot.  Ewven Min-
nie Fay, who at firse had evineed great entho-
ginsm on finding herself leading the way, and
had kept turning back constantly to sddress
remarks to her friends, had at length sabzided,
amd had rolled herself up more clogely i her
furs, and heaped the etraw higher about ber
littke faet,

Suddenly, before them, and abeve them, rad
bhahind them, and all around them, there arose
adeep, low, Qull, roshing sound, which seemed
as if all the snow on the slope was moving.
Their ears hnd by this time berome safficiontly
well aeganinted with the peenliar sound of the
rughing gnow-masses to know that this was the
nuize that heralded their progress, and to feel
sure that tliiz was an avalanche of no common
size. Yes, this was an avalanche, and every
one heard it; but no one coold rell whers it
wag meving, or whother it was near or far, or
whether it was bpfora or bekind.,  They ooly
knew that it was somewhers along the slope
whiels they wers traversing,

A warning ey came from the foremost driver.

He Ioeked back, and his face was as pale as
death. He waved his hands nbove him, and
then showting for the sthers to folluw, he whipped
up his horse fariously. The animal phunged
into the enow, and tosed and foundered and
made a rush opward,

But the other drivers held back, and, instead
of following, shouted to the first driver to stop,
and erfor to the passengers to hold on.  Nota
cry of fear ascaped from any one of the Tadies,
All did az they were directed, nod grazped the
stakes of their sleds, looking up at the slope
with white lips, and expectation of horror in
their eyea, watching for the evalanche,

And down it eame, a vast mass of snow and
icg—iown it ¢ame, irregistibly, tremendonsiy,
with a force that nothing could withstand. Al
eyas watehed its progress in the silance of utter
end helpless terror, It came. It struck, All
the sleds in the rear escaped, but Minnie's sled
Iy in the course of the falling maszs. The
driver had madly roshed into the very midst
of the danger which he sebght to evoid. A
seream from Minoie gnd o ory of despair from
the driver barss upon the esre of the horvified
limeners, and the sled that bore them, buried
in the smow, went over the edge of the slope,
and downward to the abyss,

———

CITATTER IL
T FERILOTS DESCENT,

Tar shriek of Mionie and the driver’s ooy
of despair weva both stopped sbruptly by the
rnsh of snaw, and were smothered in the heap
under which they wera boried, The whole
party stood paralysed, gazing stupidly down-
ward where the avalanche was hurrying on to
the ahyss, bearing with it tha ill-fated Minnie,
The deseent was & slope of smeooth snow, which
went down ot an angle of forly-five degrees for
ot least a thonsand feet. At that point thers
seemed to be o precipice,  As their aching
aves watched the falling mass they saw it sp-
proach this place, and thes as it came near the
whole avalanche seemed to divide as though ft
kad heen sovered by some projecting rock. It
divided thos, and went to roin; while in the
midat of tho ruin they saw the eled, looking like
n holpless boat in the midet of foaming break-
ers,  Bo, like such a helpless hoat, it was dashed
forward, and shot ont of sight over tho preei-

ice.

Whither had it gone?  Inso whit shyss had
it fallan? What lay beoesth that point over
which it had been thrown?  Was 1t the ferce
torrent thet rolled thero, or were there black
rocks und shorp erage lying ot the foot of the
awfnl precipice? Suoch were the guestions
which flashed threugh every mind, nnd deep-
ened ihe universal horvor into upiversal de-
BT,

In the mbdst of thiz general dizmayr Ethel
wad the flrst to speak auwd to act,  She started
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to her feat, and looking back, enlled in o lond
viiee:

HGo down pfter her! A thousamd pounds
to the wan who saves her]  Quick 1™

At this the drivers came forward.  None of
them conld snderstand English, and #0 had not
eomprehemied her offer; bot they saw by her
gesmnres what she wanted.  They, however, did
not seem [nelined to set,  They pointed down,
and pointed np,and shook their heads, and jab-
bered some strange, unintelligible patois,

“ Cowards!" oried Ethal, 10 laave a yoong
girl to die. I will go down myself.”

And them, just as ghe wus, she steppad from
the sled, and pansed for a moment, looking
down the elope as though selecting a place.
Lady Dalrymple and Mra, Willoughby scream-
e 1o her to come bock, and the drivers sue-
ronnded her with wild gesticnlations, o all
1his she paid ne preention whatever, and woald
cortainly bave gone down in another moment
had not & hand been laid on her arm, and o
voice close by her swid, with s strong foreign
necent,

o Mepa!™

Bhe turned at onea,

It was the foreign gentlemen who had been
driving Gelind the party, He bad vome up
and had just reached the place, He now stood
before lier with his hat in one hand and the
other hand on his hears,

* Pardon, mess," he said, with a bow. * Het
is too periloss. T sall go down eef you Tow me
o mak we attemp.”

¢ Oh, meonsienr,” cried Edhel, “sove her if
you ean!”

“1ho mot fear,
Nevars mine,”

The steanger now terned to the deivers, and
apolie to them in their own languuge,  They all
obeyed ot once.  He was giving them explicit
divections in o way that showed a perfect com-
mand of the situation. It now eppearsd that
euch sled had a ool of rope, which wes evident-
Iy supplied from an apprehension of some ench
areident as this, Hastily yer dextrously the
foreign gentieman took one of these coils, and
then Linding a blanket arcond his waist, ha
passerd the rope around this, so that it would
press srainst the blanket without cotting him,
Huving seeored this tightly, he gave soms fur-
ther directions to the drivers, and then prepared
to go down,

Hitherte the drivers had neted in sullen sub-
mizsion rather than with veady acquisscence,
They wera evidently afraid of another ava-
lanche; and the frequent glanees which they
threw at the slope above them plainly showed
that they expected thia enow to follow the ex-
ample of the other. In spite of themsalves an
expression of this fear escaped them, and came
te the ears of the foreign gentleman, He
mrned at onee on the brink of the descent, and
bree into a torrent of invective against them.
The ladias could not understand him, but they
conld perceive that e was utiering threats,

Be ealm. I soll go down,
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and that the men guailed before him,  He did
not waste any time, however,  Afrer reducing
the men to & state of sulky submission, he
turned onee more and began the descent,

As he went down the rope was held by the
men, who allowed it to pass through their bands
s as to steady his descent, The task before
the adventurer was ong of no eommon difficaliy,
The snow was soft, and a¢ every step he sank
in at-leaet to his knees.  Freguently ha came
to treacherous places, where he zank downabove
his waist, and was only able to scramble out
with difficulty. DBut the rope sustsined him;
wnd ns his progress was downvard, e sneceed-
ed in movieg with some rapidity toward bis
destination, The ladies on the height above
st in perfoet silence, watching the progress of
the man who was thos descending with Ris life
in his hand to geck and o save their lost com-
panion, and in the intensity of their anxiery
forgot niterdy about any danger 1o themselves,
thowgh from time to time there aroze the well-
lnown sonpid of sliding masses, not so far awsy
bt that vnder other cimeomstances of lesa anx-
jety it might have fillad them with alarm, Bu
new thers was no slarm for themselves,

And now the strangor was far down, snd the
voil of rope was well-nigh exhavsted, Bot this
had been prepared for, and the drivers fastened
this rope to another coil, and affer a time be-
gan to let oot that one slso.

Farther und fartber down the descent went
o, They saw the stranger parsaing his way
still with nofaltering resclution; and they sent
after bim 1l their hearis and all ctheir prayers,
At Tast e plunged down almest out of aight,
bat the next moment be emerged, and then, aff-
er n few leaps, they saw that he had gained the
place where lay the reins of the shatfored ava-
lanche.  Over this he walked, pometimes sink-
ing, at other times ronning and leaping, wetil
at lenpeth he came to the precipice over which
the sled had been flang,

And now the snspenze of the ladies beenme
terrible.  This was the eritical moment.  Al-
ready his eyez conld look down npon the mys-
tery that lay bencath that precipice.  And
whot lay rovealed there? DDid his eyes en-
connter n gpectacle of herror?  Did they gaze
down into the inaceessible depths of some bid-
eons ahysa?  DHd they see those jagged rogks,
ithose sharp erags, those ginot boolders, those
ronring billows, which, in their imaginations,
had drawn down their lost companion te de-
struction ?  Buch eonjectuves wore 1o terr-
bla, Their breath failed them, and their hearvis
for a time almest eonsod to hent as they sat
there, overcome by =such dread thoughes as
these,

Buddenly o evy of delight escaped Ethel
She was kneeling down hesids Lady Dalryn-
ple and Mre, Willoughly, with her eyes siaving
from ber pallid face, when she saw the stran-
ger tarn and look wp,  He took off his hat,
nnid waved it two or three times, Then he
beckoned to the deivers, Then he sat down



