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PREFACE

This book, as its title implics, is an attempl (o trace the per-
sonality of Andrew Johnson through the vears 1862-1865, when
the burden of military pgovernment and reconstruction in
Tennessee rested principally upon his shoulders. With this
purpose in miad, I have refrained from gomng into several temp-
ting by-paths of the subject. The military administration in
West Tennessee, for example, for which not Johnson, hot the
generals of the regular army stadoned at Memphis were primarily
responsible, has been scarcely towched upon; so, loo, the working
of the Federal trade regulations in Tennessee, a subject on which
a separate monograph might be written. Nor have I carried
my account bevond the spring of 18635 when Johnson left
Tennessee for Washinglon., 'The subsequent details of recon-
struction in the state may be found in ], W. Tertig’s “The
Secession and Reconstruction of Tennessee,” which also treats
of the period of the war, but which was writlen befare the
Johnson papers in the Library of Conmgress were available for
study.

As is apparent [rom the Tootnates, T hawve based my account
largely wpon the Johnson papers, the Official Records of the
Urwion and Confederate Avmdes, and the contemporary news-
papers. Of these last, the Nashville Unien is a source of the
highest importance. It 15, of cowrse, polemical and vislently
partisan, but it contains a surprising amount of detailed news of
any local oceurrence of interest and notices and  discusses
all references to Tenncssee affairs which it discovers in ex-
changes; and iis assertions cai usually be checked from other
sources. 1 have made little use of Brownlow’s Knoxville Whig,
a file of which is in the Yale TIniversity library, or of “Parson
Brownlow’s Book,” for the obvious reason that, in this period
of his career, the choleric parson was consciously blinking facts
and coining political capital out of superlatives,

I am conscious of my failure adequately to present the Con-
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federate side of many controverted points. There iz a most
regrettable dearth of material for this purpose, even the anti-
administration newspapers of Memphis, such as the Argies and the
Awvalenche existing, unless I am mistaken, only n files so broken
as to be practically of no value to the historian. Faortunately, for
an investigation directed to Johnson's own career, this kind of
material 13 not essential.

It 15 hardly necessary for me to add, in explanation of my
method of treating my subject, that I bave desired o show
how the lessons learmed by Johnson in reconstructing his own
slate constituted a rrainine far the work to which he was =0
suddenly and unexpectedly called in a national capacity, It
will be seen, T think, that hiz atiilude, as president, toward the
problems of reconstruction, was, in most respects, a nataral
conscquence of his experience as military povernor of Tennessee.

I am happy to cxpress myv gratitude to Professor Hobert ML
MeKElray and Professor William Siarr Myers of Frinceton
for their lkindly interest and assiztance in my work, and to
Dr. Gaillard Hunt, of the Library of Congress, for many
courlesies shown me

Crirton K. HaLlr.

Privcten, N. T,

rors.
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CHAFPTER 1

SECESSION

The early mutterings of the secession stormi awakened but
little response in Temmessee. The stale was a stronghold of
the conservative Whig party, devoted from its inception to
the maintenance of the Union as the swmsnum bomum of the
national life, for the preservation of which slavery and every
other minor issue must compromise or give way.  While the
Democrats had carried every pubernatorial election since 1853,
they had invariably been compelled to strugple desperately for
victory over the Whigs, and (his al a time when the power of
that party was crumbling to pleces m other parts of the country”
The border states, with vital interests and intimate asspciations
both North and South, had contributed many redoubtable Whig
champions, and the political leader of Tennesses i 860 was
the Whig, John Bell, to whom, as the exponent of “the Con-
stitution, the Umion, and ihe enforcement of the lows" his
state had given a plurality of 4,503 voles over Breckenridge in
the presidential clection of that wear?® Allied with the same
party were Thomas A. R, Nelzon, ITomce Mavnard, William
G Brownlow, W. B, Campbell und Robert L. Caruthers, whose
careers make up =0 larpe a part of Tennessee history during the
war.

Tennessee’s loyalty, however—as circumstances were o prove
and as keen observers appreciated even in 1¥6o—was subject
to conditions.  Socially and ceonetmcally she was, except in
her eastern district, identified with the South, The inhabatants
of the slopes of her great middle division and the ailuvial
plains of the west were largely engaged in growing and shipping
cotton. The plantation system and slavery were in full opera-

TMiller’s Manual of Tenneisee, po 170,

' Anuual Cyelopedio, 1861, p. 66 “The [ull Whig strength went to
Bell and Everett, and the majority of the democratic votes to Brecken-
ridge, while Donglas was supported by about 10000 conservative Dremo-
erats"—Caldwell, Studics in the Constitebions! Hislory of Tesnesser,
p. 266, There was no Lincoln ticket in the state.



