CORONATION
EXHIBITION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649246335

Coronation Exhibition by Edward British Museum

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EDWARD BRITISH MUSEUM

CORONATION
EXHIBITION

ﬁTrieste






4]

CORONATION EXHIBITION.

MANUSCRIPTS, PRINTED
BOOKS, PRINTS, DRAWINGS
AND MEDALS EXHIBITED
IN THE KING'S LIBRARY
OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

P'RINTED BY ORDER OF THE TRUSTEES.

May, 1go=,

Price Two Pence.



By 3502.34

HARYARD GOLLEGE LIBRARY
FRGM THE
ARDAEW PRCETON TCRAEDDY

}.f? 3, g0

Tre manuscripts here shown illustrate the hisbory
of Linglish Coronations from the tenth century, their
story being taken up by printed books in the reign
of Henry v, and by engravings in that of
Edward vr, with whoimn ako begins the sencs of
corpnation and accession medals. A few manun-
scripts showing the ceronations of foreign kings
and queens are included m the exhibition, for
comparison with the contemporary English ones.
The exhibition is amanged chronologically, the
medals only being kept distinct,
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1. The Gospels of King Athelstan: a copy of
the four Gospels, in Latin, with illumina-
tions, written early in the 1oth century,
and preserltcd by King Athelstan [g25-
940] to Christ Church, Canterbury.

The donation is recorded on f. 14, and on £ 23 f{here
exhibited) are written the names of ODDA REX and
MIHTHILD MATER REGIS, éie, the Emperor Otto
and his mother Mechtild; whence it 35 concluded that
the MS5. (the illuminations of which arc German in
style) was sent hy Otto to Athelstan ar the time of his
marriage with the latter's sister [A.D. gz9]. According
.ty tradition, this volume was used at the corpnations of
the kings of England for the purpose of taking the
coronation gath, The only anthoribes for the tradition
arc a statement (which only speaks of past, not of
CONEMPOTATY, usage} in the catalogue of Sir B Cotton's
library, made in 1621, and some Latin verses on a leaf
inserted by Sir R. Cotton; but there is nothing to show
opont what  evidence the statement was hased. The
volume passed with the rest of the Cotton Library into
the keeping of the Hritish Muoseum at s foundation.
[Cotton MS. Tiberius A. 11, f. 24.]

2. The Gospel of St. John, with extracts from
the other Ewangelists, in Latin, written
in the 12th century; bound in thick oak
boards, covered with leather, having
brass corner-pieces, stamped with fleurs-
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de-lys. To the lower cover is attached a
bronze-gilt crucifix.

A note by John Ives, a former owner of the book,
dated 18 Oct., 1972, states that T. Madox [16616—1;:37]
the historian of the Exchequer,. told T. Martin [t697-
1791], the antiquary, that he believed it “was used to
take the Coronation I_}nth upon by all our Kings and
Queens ull Henry vor"”; but there does not appear
to be any evidence to :.nppo:t this statement. It may
he the “lm]e book with a crucifix” mentioned by
T. Powell in 1631 as preserved in the Exchequer, in
the chest of the King's Remembrancer, and may very
probdbly have been used there for the purpose of
administering oaths.  [Stowe MS, r5.]

3. * Promissio Regis,” or coronation-pledge of
King Aethelred, crowned at Kingston on
Thames, March, A.p. 978. Anglo-Saxon.

The formula, fist devised by Saint Dunstan for the
coronation of King Fadgar in 73 and adopted in a
Latin form in the service used up to the tme of
Fdward 1., runs as followz: * In the name of the Holy
Trmty 1 prﬂmi::ﬁ. three things to the Christian people
and my subjects: first, that Gods church and all
Christian people of my dominions hold true peace; the
secong is that [ forbid robbery and all unrighteous
things to all orders; the third, that 1 promise and
enjoin in all dooms justice and mercy, that the gracigus
and merciful God of His everlasting mercy muy forgive us
all, who liveth and reigneth.” [Cotton M5 Cleop. B.
XIIL, f. 56.]

4. Form of Coronation of an English king
before the Norman Conquest. In Latin.

The passage shown gives the words sald on the actual
placing of the crown on the king's head, “ God crown
thee with the crown of glory and with the honour of
righteonsness and the acts of strength, that by the ministry
of our blessing with true faith und manifold fruit of good
works thoon mayest attain the crown of an everlasting
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kingdom, by the gift of Him whose kingdom endureth for
ever and ever. Amen"” These words remain in all
services to the time of James 1. In the same volume is
bound up another formula belonging to a later date,
appa.r]emi}r the 12th century. [Cotton MS. Claud. A. 1.,
f 13.

5. Coronation - procession  of Richard 1
3 September, 1189.

The procession is shown approaching Westminster, 1t
iz headed by a number of monks, after whom come two
bishops carrying crogzicrs, fout burons carrying candles
in silvergilt candlesticks, and two hishops with crosses ;
then the Earl Mawhal bearing the sceptre surmoumnted
by a cross, and the Earl of Salisbury bearing the o
#egwdiy surmounted by a dove; npext, David, Earl of
Huntingdon, brother of the king of Scotland, Robert, Earl
of Leicester, and John, Barl of Mortain and Giﬂuoemer
(afterwards King John}, bearing the three swords of State ;
then four nobles, carmying 2 chest containing the corona-
tion robes and other royal treasures, and the Earl of
Albemare and Essex hearing the royal crown, Behind
him comes the King, attended by the Bishops of Durham
and Hath [who have the same privilege to this day); a
canopy is held over his head by four attendants [barons of
the Cinque Ports 7], and a procession of nobles follows in
the rear. [Royal MS. 15 E. 1v,, Les anciennes et nouvelles
Chroniques d Angleterre, dedicated and presented to
Edward v. (probably a mistake for 1v.}, late 15th cent,
f. z55b.]

6. Narrative by Matthew Paris, monk of St
Alban's Abbey (d. 1259), in his Historia
Anglorum, of the coronation of Henry 111.;
28 Oct. 1216. In Latin.

Matthew Paris relates that the king, then aged nine,
took the oath before the clergy and people, © having before
him the Holy Gospels and relics of many saints, to keep
honour, peace and reverence toward God and Holy Church,
and to His ordained, all the days of his life, and also to
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keep right justice among the people committed to him,
and te blot oot any bad laws or unjust customs that may be
in his kingdom, and to keep the good and cause them to be
observed by all” Avtograph MS, of Marthew Paris.
[Royal MS, 14 C. viL., f. 100.]

7. Coronation of King Henry 111

Probably the King's second coronmation, ar West-
minster, 17 May, 1220, by the Archbishop of Canterbury
and other prelates, since at his first coronation, at
Gloncester, 28 Oct. 1216, by the Bishop of Winchester, a
plain circlet of gold was used, The King, wearing 2 dark
blue mantle and red under-garment, 15 scated on a double-
tiered seat, and holds the sceptre in his right hand and a
model of a church In his left.  The crown (& gold circlet
with fleyrs-de-lys) is heing placed on his head by two
prelates, whose croziers are supported by their free amms.
[Cotton M3, Vitellms A xuu, Pictores of the Kings of
England, 14th century. £8.]

8. Narrative of the Coronation of Eleanor
of Provence, Queen of Henry n1.; 1236.

At this coronation * there was grete strif amonges the
ministres of the kinges household for ther serwices, and for
the rightes perteynyng to their sermices,” so that it was
arranged that “ all rightes were reserved to every man with-
out preiudice untyll the quindecim of Easter then folowing.”
Thus in the passage shown, which refates chicfly to the
hianquet, Henry de Hastings served © of Nappery ™ without
prejudice to the claim of Thurstan le Despenser, who also
«laimed that office. The same page relates that Walter de
Beauchamp de Hamelegh * did laye that daye the salt and
knyves,” and that Hugh Dawbeney [de Albimi], Earl of
Arundel, was excluded from the office of butler, being
under excommunication for interfering with the hounds of
the Archbishop of Canterbury. A translation, written early
in the 16th century, of a passage in the book of records
known as the * Red Book of the Exchequer,” perhaps as
a precedent for the coronation of Anne Boleyn., [Cotton
ME, Vesp, C, xiv,, fi 157h, 158)]
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9. * Liber Regalis,” or coronation-service of
the 14th century, with music. In
Latin.

‘The general form of the service in this book remained
practically unchanged (though iranslated in 1603 into
English) until the accession of James II. Some copies
of the Liber Regalis have longer rubrics, but these are
probably later. ‘The opening rubric is as follows: “On
the day on which the new king is to be consecrated, early
in the morning let the prefates and nobles meet in the
toyal palace at Westminster, to consider the consecration
of the new prince and the confirmation and establishment
of the laws and customs of the realm, in fashion as
follows. Let a conspicuous place be provided in the afore-
said palace, upon which let the late king's heir, who now
is to reign, be raised up with all courtesy and reverence ;
he himself being first washed, as the custom is, and arrayed
in clean ciothes, and wearing only shoes upon his feet.
“Thereafter let a procession be set in order, of the arch-
bishops and bishops and the abbot and convent of
Westminster and other persons, in silk copes and with
thuribles and other things suitable to a procession.  And
thus arrayed in provessional manper let them meet the
king that is to be in the aforesaid palace and lcad him n
procession to the church ; and when he is led in and placed
upon a platferm in a suitable seat, let this anthem be sung
by all present: “ Let thy hand be made strong and thy
right hand be exalted™ [Ps, ixxxix 13 in the Vulgate
versipn], [Harley MS. zgo1, £.31.]

10. Coronation of Maric de Luxemburg,
queen-consort of Charles v, of France;
Whitsuntide, 1323,

It is noliceable that the crown is being placed upon
her head by the king, no cleric being represented
in the miniature at all, though the narrgtive states
that the Archbishop of Triéves was present.  [Harley
MS, 4411, French Chronicle, early 13th century,
f.144b.]



