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I oo not put the word ¥ preface™ at the beginning
of my book, although, kind reader, this asani-courter
is intended as such, I confess my resson is my own
want of courtesy to the prefaces of others, and my
fear that most of my readers, especially my female
ones, will prove ss uncourteous to mine. I affirm,
however, that often, after being much interested in
some authors, I have read their prefaces and found
a great deal of interest in them. Yoo will not find
much in this ; but I woald like you to peruse it for
the better understanding of the subsequent pages.

As you read the book you will, T have no doabt,
notice a cerfain incompletencsa in its pages; ano in-
completeness consequent, I may say, upon the change
in onr public affairs since its commencement, which
change has made it neccssary for me to omit many
passages relative to onr lopes and desires during
the progress of the war.



