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PREFACE.

——

So long as English Orthography retains its charasteristic
anomalies, the need of text-books and regular drill in this
study will continue., The design of the book here presented
is to apply to the stady of English spelling the principles
of modern educational science. Many valuable features
found in the older books have been retained, and the inno-
vations contained in this work are believed to be in the
interest of real education.

The ordinary diffienlties of the study of spelling have
been much increased by the commou practice of including
in the text-books great numbers of unfamiliar words which
have no practical value to the majority of pupils, and still
further by arbitrary methods of arrangement and classi-

, fication. The vocabulary contained in this book inecludes

as nearly as possible all words in common use which offer
gome difficulty in spelling. Words which are purely phonio
hawve been largely excluded from these pages. Itis believed
that the principles of classification which have been fol-
lowed will commend themselves to every practical teacher,
The shortness and simplicity of each lesson and the careful
grading of the whole work will conduee to a thorough
i



iv PEEFACE.

mastery of every part within the time allotted. Each one
of the five Parts into which the book is divided will furnish
sufficient material for a year’s work. Children should begin
the use of a spelling-book as early as the fourth or fifth
year of school life. This book is arranged to begin with
the fourth year and be carried through the remainder of
an eight years’ course. _

v Diacritical marks have been very little used, becaunse they
change the pictures of words as they are usnally seen, and
because it has been found in practice that pupils pay very
glight attention to them,

In the syllabication and pronunciation of the words found
in this book reference has usually beem made to Webstar's
Dictionary.

Belections from Hawthorne's works are printed by per-
mission of Messrs, Houghton, Mifflin & Co,, of Boston.



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

Ev way of preparation for the systematioc study of the Spelling-
book, children should have thorough drill in writing sentences
from oopy and from dietation during the first three or four years
of school life. In the course of this work it will be nunwise to have
any spelling, either oral or written, of discoonected words. The
design of this preparatory work is to render children thoroughly
familiar with the sound, form, meaning, and use of the words
included in the vocabulary of childhood. For the use of classes
who have had fnsufficient practice in sentence writing, and by way
of review for others, the cpening pagea of Part I. are devoted to
script and sentence lessons. The sentences given here and through-
out the book are designed both for actusl use in the class and for
illustration of what should be dome by teacher and pupils with
evary list of disconnected words.

A second element of preparation should be a careful drill on the
sound values of the letters of the alphabet, taken singly and in
combination with other letters. This phonic drill is of the utmost
importance in spelling and its kindred study, resding. It should
be commenced ae soon #s the child enters school, and eontinued
systematically for at least five or six years.

If this preparatory work has been carefully done, the task of
learning to spell will be found much easier than it has usually been

considered. The teacher should, however, bear in mind that a
v



vi BUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERAE.

word has not been thoroughly learned by the pupil until he has
mastered it in its four relations, viz.: its sound to the ear, its form
to the eye, its mesning to the mind, and its use in connection with
other words. In addition to the oral deseription of the word and
the memorizing of its form so that it may be reproduced on
demand, the pupil should alse learn its meaning and use in eon-
pected thought. This will imply & frequent and intelligent use
of the dictionary, than which no better means can be suggestad for
enlarging and strengthening the learnar's vocabulary.

The selections for dictation lessons shouald be carefully read,
every new word pronounced and defined, and the whole selection
stodied by writing it from the copy. Last of all it should be
reproduced exactly from dictation,

It is taken for granted that the work in spelling will consist
chiefly of written exercises. Pronuneiation, syllabication, and
phonie analynis are valusble suxilisries of the written work, and
should receive their proper share of tine and atleution.



PART L

name VANV skate Akale
game g taste tasle
make woker haste faste

Wwwm%mmm
m&hm%mw%m.
keep  fuu near  Yual

sweep MUY speak A)pmk
freeze -PLunfz, please /IrLlLaA,b
O massr broom, svecps cleams. Jalk
Mwwmm&—



