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MUSEUM

oP

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

SYNOPSIS.

Tae Collection of TeE Rovar Correer or Surcrovs is
designed to facilitate the study of the phenomena of Life,
both in health and disease, as the true foundation upon which
the rational practice of the healing ort is hased.

With this view, the Collection is divided into two chief
departments.

The first, Tae Paysiorosicar BgRizs, contains examples
of every important medification of the different structures or
organs by which the funetions of Life are carried on, through-+
out the whole range of orpanized heings, in a natural eon-
dition. )

The second, Tz ParmoLosioal Skries, exhibits the
same strmeturcs or organs, under the influence of injury,
disease, or malformation.

Besides these two principal departments, there is a small
collection of objects of historical or general interest to the
profession, such as various forms of instruments which have
been used in the practice of Surgery, the different methods
of embalming and preserving the dead, &c.
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2 HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM,

The Himterien Collection, which forms the basis, and still
a-large proportion, of the contents of the present Museum of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England, was originally
arranged in a building which its Founder, Jory HunTgr,
« erectad for it in 1785, behind his house in Leicester Square.
In 1787 he had completed its arrangement, the principle of
which is still adbered to; and the Museum was opened for
inspection during the month of October to the Medicel Pro-
fession, and in May to non-professional Patrons, Cultivators,
or Lovers of Phyeiology and Natural History.

- Joan Hunter died October 16th, 1793, aged 64. By his
will he directed his Museum to be offered in the first instance
to the British Government, on such terms as might be con-
stdered reasonable, and in cuse of refusal, to be sold in one
lot, either to some Foreign state, or 23 his Excecntors mipht
think proper.

In the year 1799 Parliament voted the sum of £15,000 for
the Muscum, end an offer of it being made to the Corporation
of Burgeons, it was aceepted on the terms proposed by
Government¥*.

# The following are the Terms and Conditions on which the Honterian
Collection, purchased by arlinment, wes deliversd to the late Corporstion
of Burpeona; which Corporation baving becomo dissofved, the Members
thereof wera re-incorporated by Charter, dutad the 29nd duy of March,
1800, under the title of The Royal College of Surgeons in Tondon :—

1st. The Colloetion shafl be open Four Hours in the Forenoon of iwo
d,nyu avery Week for lnspcctmnmd Consultation of the Faellows of the
Calioge of Physiciens, the BMembers of the Compeny of Surgeons, and
persons properly introduced by them, a Colaloguo of the Freparations,
and & proper Person to explain it, being st those times alwsys im the
Hoom.

2nd. That one Course of Lectures, not leas than twenty-four in number,
on Comparative Anntomy and other subjects, illestyated by the Propara-
tions, ahall be given every year by some Member of the Company.

Jdrd. That the Preparations shail be kept in & state of Preservation, and
the Collection in as porfect o state as possible, at the Expansa of the Cor-
poration of Surgeons, subject to the auouat Lnspectiom and Superintendence
of the Trustaca.

4th. That theve shall ba & Board of Trustees, to consist of sixteen [in=
creasinl t0 seventeen by the Lords of the Trensury in 1856] Members, by



HISTORY OF THE MUSEUM. 3 3

In 1RO the sum of £15,000 was voted by Parlisment in
uid of the erection of an edifice for the display and arrange-
ment of the Hunterian Collection ; a second grant of £12,500
was subsequently voted, and upwards of £21,000 having been
supplied from the funds of the College, the building was com-
pleted in Lincaln's-Inn Fields, in which the Museum was
opened for the inspection of Visitors in the year 1813.

From the number of the additions, the Musenm, completed
in 1813, became teo small for their adequate display and ar-
rangement ; and mare space being at the same time required
for the rapidly increasing Library, the greater portion of the
present building was erected, wholly at the expense of the
College, in 1835, at & cost of about £40,000, and the Hun-
terian and Collegiate Collections were re-arranged in what are
now termed the Western and Middle Museums, which were
opened for the inspection of Visitora in 1836,

Further enlargement of the building having become neces-
sary by the continned inerease of the Collection, the College,
in 1847, purchased the premises of Mr. Aldermen Cope-
land, mm Portugal Street; for the sum of £16,000, and in
1852 proceeded to the erection ef the Eastern Museum at
the expense of £25,000, Parlisment granting £15,000 in aid
thereof. :

wirtus of their Public Offices, and of fourtesn others, to Le appointed in the
first instamee by the Lovds of tho Treasury, and afterwards to be elected, as
Vacunvies may happen, by a Majority of the remaining Trusteca

Gth, That the Musewm ehall always be open for the Inspection of sl! or
uny of the said Trostees, who are to take care that the Ceorporation of
Burgeons perform their Engagements resperting the said Ocllection, That
a day be u.ppuinbaﬁ for the annmal Inepection of the Museum, by the
Trustoss scting collectively aa & Board; snd that they are also to have
quarterly Meclings, for the {ransseling of any Dusiness reletive to the
Museum, and for the filling up of such Vacancies as may happen in the
Number of the Trustees; and that the Corporation.of Surgeons shall
enigags some Pereon to officiate as Secretary to the Hoard upen such
occasions, and to isme previous Notices to the Members, in which he is
to mtate 'Enrﬁcularly whethar any Vacancies are to’ be filled up by new
Electicna
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