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NOTI

ADDRESSED TO THE AUTHOR OF THIS VOLUME
Y TIIE

REV. 5. TAMATOA WILLIAMS,

CATFORD, 3108 Oeiober, 1550,

My DEAR Str,—1 have read over and corrected the proof
sheets of yvour Life of my beloved futher, and in compliance
with your reruest, certify to its peneral accuracy. May | point
out one feature of his waork as deserving of notice #—viz, his
carly employment of native leachers, Wy father had a good
insight into character, and could select and train zonitable
men for ile orear work, He wns the first of our wodern
missionarics (o usc native arents to pioneer the way for
moare cultured workers.  This cmploymett of native teachers
has been & steiking fealuce of our South Sea Mission, and
may in sone degree account for its rapid extension under
the Dhivine hlessine.

With good wishes for the success of your little worl,
Lam, DEAar Six,
Yaours faithlally,

S TAMATOA WILLIAMS.




PREFACE,

OHN WILLIAMS must ever occupy a prominent
and unique position among missionary heroes.
His remarkable meehanical genius, his romantic
adventures, and, above all, his tragical death,
continue to invest his name with a peeuliar charm,
His plage among the champions of the Cross is
peculiarly 11E5 own, and in his own form of service,
he is certainly inferior to neither Carcy nor any
other of ‘the mighty men of Mission renown. The
chastened sweetness of his disposition, which never
derenerated into weakness, his ingenuity in devising
expedients, and his resolute persistence in what often
appeared to be labour in vain, together with the large
heartedness that could “not be confined within the
limits of a single recf)” constitute him, in the writer's
judgment, the very Prince of Missionaries, since the
days of the Apostle of the Gentiles.
An attentive study of his private journals has
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