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PREFACE

HE modern idea in writing history is to

allow the contemporaries to tell their own
story as far as possible, making due allow-
ance for prejudice, and presenting as far as is
feasible both sides of the question. The method
employed in writing this history of the Medical
Society of the State of New York for the cen-
tennial of its foundation, has been to use, wher-
ever available, excerpts from contemporary
writings. The writer has preferred to take the
position of editor of such abstracts rather than
to attempt to tell the story directly; for while
the interest and the connection of the narrative
may suffer somewhat by this method, historical
accuracy gains much, and the frequent refer-
ences to the sources of our knowledge may prove
suggestive to students of medical history whe
care to pursue the subject further.

The writer wishes to thank many friends for
their aid in preparing this work, notably Dr. A.
Jacobi, of New York, and Drs. Albert Vander-
veer and Frederick C. Curtis, of Albany. Spe-
cial thanks for help at doubtful points are due
to Mr. John 5. Brownne, the librarian of the New
York Academy of Medicine.
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HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

By JAMES J. WALBH, M.D., Ph.I,, LL.D.
NEW YORE.

CHAPTER 1

THE LEGISLATIVE CREATION OF THE MEDI-
CAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORKE.

5 a result of meetings held by certain
A members of the medical profession, in
Samtuga County, toward the end of the
eighteenth and again at the beginning of the
nineteenth century, it was resolyed to make an
attempt to secure the legal regulation of the
practice of medicine, by the establishment of
a corporate State medical body, composed of
representatives from the different counties of
the State, which should have the power of
granting or refusing license to practice med-
icine. Considerable opposition was manifested
at the beginning, and it was difficult for the
members of the medical profession to agree
upon a scheme satisfactory to all, As a con-
sequence, nearly ten years elapsed before the
required act of the Legislature was obtained. At
first it was thought that the act for the regulation
of the practice of medicine would be asked only
for the counties in the northeastern part of the
State. Fortunately, however, the committee in
charge deemed it advisable to ask for the pas-
sage of a law for the whole State.
is law was passed April 4, 1806. Some-
thing of the history of the efforts required to
bring about that community of interest that
would secure the passage of the law, the difficul-
ties that were encountered, and the change of
base from the demand of a law for particular
counties to that of one for the whole State, will
be stated in a later chapter, in the words of Dr.




John Stearns, who was himself one of the chief
actors in these proceedings, and who subse-
quently wrote an account of them in order to
correct many false impressions that had begun
to be current.

The act authorizing county medical societies
in the various counties of the State and em
ering delegates from them to organize a State
medical society, was entitled: “An Act to Incor-
porate Medical Societies for the Purpose of
Regulating the Practice of Physic Mdr%oa rgery
in this State,” and passed April 4, 1806, in the
twenty-ninth session of the Legislature. It runs
as follows:

‘Whereas, well repulated Medieal Societics have been
found to contribute to the diffusion of true science and
particilarly the knowledge of the healing art, Therefore

I. Be it enacted by the le of the State of New
th;:l'{:, sel:tl;i::l] ]“E:'lmfo eg:m and Asse;rgr, that it
5 and may aw r the physicians surgeons
in the several counties of this mwanthmmdhy
law to practice in their gfevera] professions, o meet
together on the ﬁrstTmllayuf]ulynu:t atthem
where the last term of the Court of Common
next previous to such meeting was held in their re-
spective counties; and the several physicians and sur-

ssnmvmedasainnsmdur part of them,
ﬂmtlcutiﬂnﬁﬂlnnumhr slaafy roceed to the
choice of a President, VwPrmdﬂﬁ, ecretary and
Treasurer, who shall "hold their offices for one year
and until others are chosen in their places; and when-
ever the said socictics shall be so organized as afore-
said, they are hereby declared to be bodies corporate
and politic in fact and in name, by the names of the
Medical Society of the county where such societies shall
respectiv be formed, and by that name shall be in
law capable of sulr.q;andbemgmﬂ!,pleadmgam!bmg
impleaded, answering and being answered unto, defend-
ing and being defended in all courts and places in all
matters and canses whatzoever, and shall and may have
& cominon scal, utdmaya]ttrnndrcntwt'he same at
Iherr leasure,
nd be it further emacted that there shall be a
g:cral medical society to be composed of one mem-
from each of the county societies in the State,
elected by ballot at their annual meeting, who shall meet
in the City of Albany on the frst T of
February nmext, and being s0 met, not less than fifteen
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in number, shall proceed by ballot to the choice of a
Prtﬂdm}a!\f'me-.?mmdml Secretary and Treasurer, who
shall hold their office ane year and until others
shall be chosen in tht:ﬂ' places; and the said society
bel so organized as aforesaid, shall be and they are
declared to be 3 body corporate and politic in
ia::t and in name, by the name of the Medical Society
of the State of New York, and by that name shall be in
law capa.ble of suing znd heu:g sued, pleading and being
ANEW being answered unto, defend-
nfandbangdcfm dmallmnrtsand laces, and in
all matters and causes whatsoever, and & and may
veandmea.mmnmnseal,udmychangeandﬂter
the same at their pleasure,

ITIl. And be it further enmacted that the Medical So-
ciety of the State of New York and also the medical
socicties of the respective counties shall and may agree
tpon and determine the times and places of their next
meeting and the time so agreed upon shall forever there-

gy of Idmgdu the:sr respective

SdateniNchoﬂrtoludmmﬂuuﬁunfﬁHSW?
tary of Stste 2 copy of their proceedings had at their

part of this State; and the on receiving such djplo-
ma shall, upon the receipt om same, pay to the Presi-
dent of said society the sum of two dollars, for the
uge of the gaid society,

¥. And be it forther enacted that if any student who
shall have presented himself for examination before any
of the medical societies of the several counties of this
State shall think himself ieved by the decision of
stich society, it shall be lawful for such student to
gent hi f for examination lo the Medical Scciety
oftheStaLeuiHewYurk, if in the opinion of
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lished as aforesaid, at thurannnn] mnemstoappmnt
not less than three nor more than five censors, whose

duty it shall be carcfully and impartially to examine all
students who shall present themselves for that purpose
In%mpqﬂthereupmmwrmngtnthe?rmﬂmta{
sai

ﬂmhutfu:mnmmdm:t from and after
tbeﬁntdaynfﬁ:ﬁmb:rn::t no person shall com-

mence the practice of physic or within of
the counties of this Stte until he | have an
exatminghion and received a oma from one of the
medical socicties to be establi as aforesaid; and

Hmrpumshaﬂmpnmmthnulhs obtained
loma for thatpnrpmehesh:.llfcrem thereafter
he ifted from collecting any debt or debts in-
curred auchqmcﬂnemmymmmﬂﬁ State
VIIL. And be it further enacted that it shall and may
be lawfnl for the medical socicties of the Ve
counties im this State, which shall be establi by
virtie of this act, and also the Medical Society of the

State of New Y. to hase and hold any estate,
rezl and personal Mkfor&:ﬂmofmd tespective so-

PROVIDED such estate as well real as persomal
which the county societiez are hereby respectively
apthorized to hold, shall not exceed the sum of one
thousand dollars; and that the estate as well real as

ﬁrsanal which the Medical Society of the Sr,:te of
York is htmby authnﬂ:ad to hold, shall not

IK hndbe:lﬁlﬂhermamd that it shall be lawful
for the respective societies to be established by virtue
of thiz act, to make such by-laws, m.lr:asndregulaums
relative to the affairs, concerns and properties of said
societies; relative to the admission and expulsion of
members; relative to such donationz and contribotions
as they or a majority of the members at their annual
meeting shall thmk and T,

PR DED, that such by-laws, roles, and regu-
lations made h_\r the Socu-ty ci the State of New York
be not contrary to nor inconsistent with the constitu-
tion and laws of this State, or of the United States,
and that the by-laws, rules and regulations of the
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mnty societies shall not be re m the
2 rules and tions of the
the State of New York, nurmn murmmn-
sistent with the constitution and la this State or
of the United States,

X. And be it further enacted that the treasurer of
each society established as aforesaid, szhall receive and
be accountable for all monies that come into his
hands by wvirtue of any of the by-laws of such socie
and also for all menies that shall come into the h
of the President thereof, for the admission of members
or licensing students; which monics the said President
is_hereby reguired to pay over to the szaid treasurer,

who shall account therefore to the soci at their
annual meetings; and no monies shall be drawn from
th: treasory unless in such sums and for such purposes
as shall be agreed upon by a majority of the society at
their annnal meeting and by a warrant for that purpose,
sigited by the President.

X1 And be it further enacted thet it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of each of the medical societies
to be established by virtuwe of this act to provide a book
mdﬁMI llllllzh!fe an u';:q]; r.:!f ?Il the resolutions
an w may ad from time to time
and also the name of each and every member of said
smmdtb:hmtofhsadussm nnda]m$

think proper; te which book any member of the socicty
may at any time have recourse, and the same, together
mﬁal]hmh,gzpmand which may be in the
hands of cretary and be the property of the
me?', shall be delivered to his sucesssor jn office,

XII. And be it further enacted that it shall be law-
ful for each of the medical sacietics to be established
by virtue of this act, to be dmbemmedandml-
lected from cach of the members of such society 2 sum

tof d threc dn]éa:s inhgdi:r ou:nd:rﬂr, for the pur-
procuring a medical library apparatus,
'or the oi uzeful discoveries in c]icmnu:qr,
botany and other improvernents as the majority
of the society shall think proper.

XIII. And be it further enacted that nothing in this
act contained shall be construed to prmt any persofi
coming from any other State or county from practicing
pll c or sm‘g:ry within this Stah such ?er zon being

zed to practice I.'ry the laws o such Slaie
or munty. haﬂru a diploma from a regular
society; nor to compel any student who may have com-
menced his studies previous to the first day of January,
one thousand eight hundred and five, to be examined
by such society and licensed in the manner aforesaid,
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