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PREFACE

The sketches here published pretend to no
other character than that of a record of im-
pressions derived from a couple of brief tours
in Egypt during the winters of 18¢3-4 and
1895-6. But it is hoped that their interest,
such as it is—and some interest can hardly fail
to attach to any truthful description of one of
the most interesting countries in the world—
may have been to some extent enhanced by
the events of which the Nile Valley has sub-
sequently become the scene,

I have attempted in these pages to por-
tray to the best of my ability the life and
character, the aspect and the manners of
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that ancient and unchanging people, for whose
destinies England, the last of many great
Empires to undertake that duty, has by so
strange a series of chances become respon-
sible. At the time when my latest chapters
were penned some weeks had yet to pass
before the orders were given for the forward
movement into the Soudan. But advance
was already “in the air.” Workmen were
busy repairing the iron-plates of the armoured
transports at Shel-lil; signs of unwonted
military activity, indefinable but unmistakable,
were to be discerned at Wady Halfa; the
restlessness of the Dervishes, especially as
evidenced by their recent audacious and suc-
cessful raid on a Nubian river village, well
within the line of the English defences, was
in all Egyptian mouths. Enough was to be
seen to fill the mind of the least expert of
civilians with suspicions which it needed only
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the obstinate taciturnity of the military

authorities to confirm.

Nor apart from these immediate premoni-
tions of a forward movement could even the
civilian aforesaid have failed to appreciate the
cogency of the standing arguments for an
advance. Every league of the Nile Valley
from Assuin to Wady Halfa, and every line
in the conformation of Wady Halfa itself is
eloquent of them. For near two hundred
miles of water-way you travel through a land
of almost desolation ; often between rocks or
desert reaching to the very river brim, never
with more than the narrowest ribbon of tilth
or herbage interposed between them and the
stream. At the end of your journey you
come to a so-called frontier “ post,” which
might as well have been anywhere else inthe
wide wilderness for all that Nature has done
to help man strengthen it. Another ten score



