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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE,

BY THE BUILDING COMMITTEE OF THE SHMITHEONIAN INSTITUTION.

Tae circumstances which gave rise to the present volume are mentioned in the
Preface, But it is, notwithstanding, deemed proper for the Building Committes here
to state, that this work is put forth, not by the Smithsonian Institution as one of their
geries of “ Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge,” but by the Building Committee
of that Institution, under a resolution of the Board of Regents adopted on the 5th
of February, 1847, anthorizing the Committea to publish, in such form as they might
deem most appropriate, a brief treatise on Public Architecture.

The mannscript was submitted by the Building Committas to gentlemen in whose
taste and judgment they place confidence, namely, to President Everett, of Cambridge,
Massachusetts, to Mr. Gouvernenr Kemble, of New York, and to Judge Kane of
Philadelphia; and these gentlemen, without endorsing all the opinions therein set
forth, (and for which, in trath, an individual author alone can be responsible,) concur
in bearing testimony to the value of the treatise, and in r ding its puhli

as shown by the following, extracts from their respective letters :

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT EVERETT, DATED CAMBRIDGE, DEC. 4, 1848,

«Tf it be not going beyond my province, I would recommend the publication of the
manuseript, not as a *Bmithsonian Contribution to Knowledge, but in the usual
form in which the Reports of Committees are published. In this form I think it will
be regarded as an ingenious, spirited and valuable performance, creditable to the
talents and research of the Anthor.”

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GOUVERNEUR KEMELE, ESQ., DATED OOLD BPRING, NEW
YORE, DECEMBER 6, 1848,

«1 comsider that the ‘Hints on Architecture’ would be highly creditable to the
Institution, as the work of one of its members, 2 man of talents and of caluvated
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taste; and although I should hesitate in giving its sanction to everything that they
contain, I would recommend its publication with the name of the Author.”

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JUDGE J. K. KANE, DATED PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 20, 1848,

“Mr. Owen's paper, in its researches and tone, is altogether scholarlike; and it is
certainly among the most polished and readable of the essays I have met with on the
subject. I recommend that it be published by the Institution; and if it be, they will,
I think, have done goed by aiding in the diffusion of just views and liberal taste.”




PREFACE.

Ix the difficulties which prasented themselves to the Building Committee of the
Smithsonian Iustitution, when they first entered on the task assigned them, this
Treatise had its origin. They now give to the Public that which they would them-
selves have rejoiced to find in condensed form: and langnage divested of technicalities,
and which, not thus finding, they had to seek thromgh numerous volames and under
a load of professional detsil,

To the improvement of Architecture are essential, not only genins and sKill in the
artist who designs, but discrimination in the tribunal to which his designs are sub-
mitted. But whila much talent and industry have been expended on treatises suited
to the wants of the professional stndent, few works have been prepaved having for
special object to enlighten the judgment and form the taste of thoss who are appointed
to sit in judgment on the resnlt of his labors, and who have power to transfer, from
paper to reality, the creations of his brain.

Sach considerations induced the Executive Board of the Institution, under whose
auspices the present volume appears, to modify their first intention in the premises;
which was, merely to gratify the proper curosity of the Public in regard to the plan
and style of Architecinre selected for their building, and to the reasons which governed
them in that selection. They have judged it useful and conducive to the increase and
diffusion of kaowledge in an important department of Att, to go beyond thair original
purpose, and to anthorize the Committee having the erection of that building specially
in charge, to cast together, in connected form, such hints in regard to Public Archi-
tecture, the merit and cost of its various manners, and the facility of adapting each to
modern purposes, as were gathered during investigations and researches first under-

taken for an object more restricted and specific.



