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INTRODUCTION

Why Did You Do So?

To give a satisfactory answer to this query is the burden of
every foreword, prelude or preface that has been prefixed to
books minee the first writer coneeived of this method of con-
cilinting his readers. The question ig legitimate. The reader
should be informed at a glance, if possible, why he is ealled
npon in this busy age to wade through another wolume of
printed matter.

This fragmentary snd incomplete statement makes no pre-
tengion to literary workmanship. It is at best a compilation,
and the reader will readily notica that the portions which are
culled, are by far the best in construction and the most forei-
ble in argument. There is no ekcuse offered for giving the
American people another argument, howsoever feeble it may
be, for the preservation of constitutionsl liberty wherever our
flag is unfurled and our jurisdiction recognized. It is impos-
sible to preserve the integrity of a government like ours if we
deny to any class in our community the equal protection of
the laws. Therefore this statement is to demonstrate the neces-
gity of returning to first principles, and to show that the
justiee which we mete out to others may in turn be admin-
istered to ourselves. This paper is called for at this time in
the hope that it may dispel the erass ignorance which is alleged
te prevail npon this subjeet, in the fens of New Jersey and in
the mountain regions of New England, part of the territory,
no doubt, which Mr. Gompers had in mind when he caused
the following sentence to be printed :

“‘The pro-Chinese element in this country depends in & large '
measure upon the general ignorance that prevails east of the
Rocky Mountains 88 to the merits or demerits of exclusion.'’

The general distribution of this paper may edueate, and to
some extent contribute even, to the enlightenment of the fol-
lowers of Mr. Gompers. The candid and unprejudiced reader
will find in these pages informstion of undoubted authen-
tieity, such as few people believe exists,



The chapters that are devoted to the reeital of outrages that
were perpetrated npon our helpless '‘ yellow brethren'” during
the early history of the State of California show a disgraceful
condition of eivilization, which, we pray, is haply passing
away. The reader will find here a sketch of the present Anti-
Asigtic exelusion crusade from its embryonic state, through
its complete growth and development. It will be seen how
we, the favored residents of this Pacific Coast, manufacture
grievances to order; and how successful we have been hereto-
fore in making the rest of our countrymen believe that we
were suffering from the invasion of an insidions foe, which
was constantly foreing his serviees upon us in spite of our
most determined efforts to diseourage him. No attempt is
made to reply to the various specific charges that have been
filed against the Chinese, The time was too short, and the
statements made by the present day exclusionists are so nn-
reasonable, so ill-dipested and so contradictory, that they
usually are answered by each other or are unworthy of serious
consideration. . -

The charges of immorality and non-assimilation whieh are
constantly urged against the Asiatie have not been discussed
here, for the reason that most of those who are loudest in
making such charges are the very people who have no morals
to boast of and who are doing all in their power to hinder the
assimilation which they allege to be impossible.

Much of the space in this paper has been given to refute the
economie arguments of the exclusionists; for if it can be
ghown that the American people have not been injured in
matters of dollare and cents by the presence of the stranger
within our gates, nearly all the other charges will have little
weight with practical people. The attention of the California
reader is specially called to the statisties of the manufacturing
industries of this city whick were popularly supposed to be
controlled by Chinese cheap labor. These statistics were
printed in thie present form nearly four years ago; but mo
Promotion Committee nor Manufacturers' Association of this
State thought them worthy of notice. I have dwelt upon the
necesgity of conciliating the Chinese people, if for no higher
reason than that we may retain the Chinese market for the
disposal of our surpius products, In this regard let ua hope
that the good sense of the American people will not allow an



irresponsible trade union to so shape legislation that it will
be detrimental to that large body of people who in the nature
of things eannot be organized and msake a concerted demand
for specisl privileges,

It should be the funetion of government to look after the
interest, of this large, important, though unprotected class
of unorganized foilers, who are constantly pillaged Hy - the
insidious methods of organized predatory combinations.

If, in pIacing the numerous extracts from newspapers, state
doenments and the speeches of California staiesmen there is
not logical order or historic contimuity, the undersigned is
blame-worthy. When this document was nearly’ eompleted
it was deeided to change the arrangement of the chapters, and
this has marred the attempt at chronologicsl order which was
intended at the cutset. For the arrangement of this statement
into chapters and for the petient work in exhuming the many
instances of outrages from the daily newspapers, I am in-
debted to the labors of Mz, Na Poow Cazw, Managing Editor
of Chung Sai ¥at Po, a Chinese daily paper. Indeed, without
the efficient aid of Mr. Chew, this paper could not be given to
the public at this time; and for'this resson 1 am pleased
to associate his name with my own on the title page. I have
to thank Dr. David Starr Jordan of the Stanford University
and Professor Fryer of the University of California for the
use that has been made of their papers on this subject. And
I also acknowledge my obligation to the daily press of San -
Franeisco, a8 well a8 to the custodians of the Library of the
State University and of the San Frlmmseau Free Pubhc Li-
brary.

To those who would read more of the argument ﬂmt can be
made in support of reciproeity with the Chinese and of free-
dom of exchange with all nations, I recommend ‘‘Progress and
Poverty'’, from the pages of which I have received nearly all
that is of value in this paper not enclosed by quotation marks.
As it is possible that this compilation may be revised and .re-
issued, the compiler desires that those to whom it may come
will forward any eriticiams or advies which in'their ashmatwn
would make this statement more complate.

Parrick J. Bravy.
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