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PREFACE.

In jssuing a Second Edition of my Manual, T would venture to solicit
for my labours the kindly consideration of critics and scholars. The Cerean
language prosents so many diffcultins both of grammatical construetion and of
verh inflection that the task of the siudent who attempts {o acquire a mastery
of its colloguial is well nigh hepeless. There are no native grammers of the
language; and the only voeabulary nsed by Cersan scholars is the Ok P'yen
F:fa, & Chiness Dictionary which gives the Corean transliteration of the sounds
of the Chiness Characters with their meeninge in Chingse, - Although one of the
most ancient tongues of Asia, the influence of Chinese Literature and eiviliza-
tion early led Corean schoiurs to relogate the study of their vernacular to a
subordinate place in publie estimation. The nalive aspirant for officisl position
and literary honours devotes himself entirely to the study of the Chinese elassics;
and all official and other correspondence ig conducted in Chinese tu the exelusion
of the Corean script.

To the Fathers of the French Mission in Cerea belongs the distinction
of having compiled the first Dicticnary and Grammar of the language-—monu-
ments of painsteking nccuracy and erudition. As an introduction to the study
of the colloquial, 1 ventured in 18537 to publish & Corean Manunal—a collection
of sentences prefaced by a few grammatical notes intended to bLelp the novice
over the first difficulties of the language and to indicate those essentials of noun
inflection and verb conjugation which requive espeeial study and consideration.
These sentences met with so favourasble & reception that, in deference of #he
expressed wishes of Coroan students and others, I bave retnined them in much
their original form, making only such allerstions ns a fnrther acquaintance with

the spoken language has shown to be necessary and useful. The new matter
added to the present edition is explanatory of the grammar and cepecialiy of
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verb conjugation, and will, it is hoped smooth the ecourse of futnure students, and
perhaps prepars the way to a more complete and gradnated text book. In the
present volume I have striven to embody the results of my own tentative efforta
in the study of the langnagw; it is in short, the fruits of my own experience
and a slender contribution to the small total of our knowledge of Corsan speech.

In conclusion, i is my pleagant doty to record my scknowledgments
to the Rev. M. N. Trollope of the English Church Mission in Corea for much
and valuable assistonce in revising the proofs and for many important emenda-
tions and suggestions ag the volume passed through the Press. To Bishop Corfe
T am also bound fo convey my sincera thanks for the special printing facilities,
that he gencrously placed at my disposal in publishing the present Edition,

May, 1808,
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o, @i i sheid.

i, B sgid.
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vel, ye in yet,

eni, %i of fui in
French.

o4, we in wagon,

osi, way in away.

oi, o¢ in beil, & of
Gorman.

oue, L0 1t W,
ouel, we in well.

oui, we of pronoun
we, German u
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