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PREFACE.

Tite woluma®™ wos the last of 2 work, pubished some twelva yedrs
d¥inee; oub s the waswseript of this campadgn bad vofretunntely been
origlaid, the cditer was sotapellad to supply its place hastily sl
pumewhat inoomplately. Having, b an unforsssen event, recoverad
the original manoscript I basten to restore b in its integrity, with
this diffarence, that I present i€ In my oame, instend of cowsing the
recital to be made by Nepoleon, A powerful motive has indoced me
to act thoa, and changs the form employed in the rest of the work: it
is, that the rapidity of the emperor's fall, and his exils, praventing
bim from procuring mecorwte indsrmation of what hed ocoorred, oot
vuly in his ey, bub alee to that of bis adreracies, be bad at Bb
Hatena pompoasd narratives, with which & dizintersated historian conld
not entirely ooncur, so that it would have Lesn necessary to male him
utter things, of which be hwd judged nltogothor differaotly.

The ceneures that Napaleot has enst on New and Grouchy, and which
these have raturned with intercst, hava sll, more or less, something
epecions in them. I lLiave sought to be impartial in presenting them.
Nupaleon did net always give his orders in an irrepronchable moaner ;
theee orders wera wob alwaye well exeoufed or properly interpreted,
and his liewtenante knew oot how te eopply the deficieney in what
they bud received incompletely snd vaguely. If T veproach Napoleon
for any faulta on the mornings of tke 18th and 17th Jung, o one would

* Generel Jominl ealla this, the 22d chaptor of his preat work enti-
tled * Vie Iolitique et Militaire de Napoleon,” theogh it is sn unit in
itaelf, arul forime & complete wummury of the munpoign of 1815.—Tur
TRANBLATOR,



i PREFAUE.

sm=part ma, of wishing to enst the slightest clond over his immenss
gonins and glory, which, mere loudly than any cther, I have proclarmed
im all my works,  But the more Isurels he has gathared, the less should
his brow be adornad at the avpense of his lisutenants

Ax his political oourss, it ia not a0 esey to judge between
bis systet nnd that of Lis detenetors ; In the fivst muok of thess, figured
all the uwifva-liberal utopianista, professing the atrange doctrine that
power in & government and degpobism are the same thing, and that

under pretenca of prodocing libaraliom, it was necaseary, at any prics, -

to aiith the anthority chargad with divceting the destinies of & nation
It is evident that Napolaon thought otharwise, und the belief is admis-
pible, that in principle he waa right; perbaps o erred in exaggerating
bie dootrine of powar; but it is very diffientt to establieh the jost me-
dium between nullity of powar and the elightly arbiteary. The future
will undoubtedly prove, that batwaen tweo dangers, tha emperor de-
eived to owose the lessor, becatws the nbasement of exeoutive power,
will always be the leart eguivecal sigoal of the decay of 3 oation;
this deoay, indasd, moy not slwaye ba sudden, and saneibla to the eyes
of tha vulgar, but will ba the work of time, unless a powerful hand
applics & prompt remnedy in asizing the helm, Aa for the rest, my task
1a not to condemn or shealva: postarity will daeide.

I will close by oheerving, thub the idens which provail in this Tittle
work. being thwen rosegmized io ol the acts of Nepoleon, (he Auvthor
found himeslf ender the double neoesetty of adopting them and writing
og the side of hias intevests, that ia to esy, by plasing himeelf at the
licnd-guariers of the haro of this higbery, and mot &t that of his
antngurnista, I

1638,




THE CAMPAIGN OF WATERLOQ.

Qondition of France after the departure of Napoleon for the Inlaml of
Elha; he desides oo Tetarning ; descemda to Canats with & thousd
men, marvkes in irinmph (o Paris, ood renents the theone.  Gen-
erul onlition of Burope sgadnet hitn, Campaign of 18158 Battles of
Ligny and Waterlon, Scennd shdiestion.  End of Napoleow's carcer.

Fiocen for twenty yearms with the victories and
gigantic enterprises of Napoleon, ail Euwrope still
gazed with astonishment at the sndden fall of an em-
pire, whose power, till recently, menaced universal
independence. It could net be coneeived that eix
months had sufficed, for leading the allies from the
Elbe to the Beine, and dictating to France the terri-
ble treaties of Paris. The eongrees of all the powers,
assembled at Vienna, was endeavoring to conciliate
the numerouns claims arriving from all parts, for shares
of the spoils of this andacious conqueror who, two
years previonsly, had dared to place one foot on Cadiz,
the other on Moscow. The task was a difficnlt one,
hecanse this grand diplomatie act should accomplish
the double purpose, of establishing the politieal equi-
librium so severely shaken, and regmlating for the
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future the European public right, utterly overthrown,
by the storms of the revolution.

Fallen from the throne of the most powerful em-
pire to the ridicnlous sovereignty of the Isle of Elba,
by reason of his shdication at Fontainblean ; eeparated
from his wife and son in an almaost homiliating manner,
and for which history will one day justly reproach his
enemies ; Napoleon retired to Porto-Ferrajo, like Sei-
pio in his retreat at Liternum, to rome degree exiled,
and more discontented at the desertion of his compa-
triots than the perseention of his adversaries.

Condemned by destiny to be but a passive spectator
of the grand effairs of the world, which for fifteen
years, he had directed by the ascendency of hia genius,
he yet hore within himeelf the seeret presentiment of
being called, soon or late, to resppesr on the scene.
He was too fawmiliar with men snd affairs, to feign ig-
noranee of the full extent of the difficulties that wounld
harass the Bourbons, in the governing of a country that
had become changed since their departure, and felt
profonndly homiliated by the disastrons eircumstances
that had brought them back. Napoleon was then well
aware that, after the first infatuation occasioned by the
general peace, immense interests and violent passions
would come in conflict, so that the most energetie por-
tion of the French nation would svon regret the ter-
mination of his reign and desire his return.

However, the uncertainty as to the time when this
would take place, and hie inability to give birth to the
occasion, preventing him from forming his plans, the
ex-emperor found comfort in the occupation of tracing
the history of his life, and feeding the sacred flame in




