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Ox further nquiry, 14 turned out that “the
oentlemay from Munieh ™ had no time (o
spare.  In the abscenec of Mr, Keller, he had
asked if hie eould see *one of the other part-
ners,”  This seemoed to tnply that commercial
interests were in sowe way connected with the
siranger’s vistt—ie which case, Mra, Wagner
was perfecily competenl to hear what he had
to say.

s Where 12 the goentlean 27 she asked.

“ In the drawing-room,” Joseph anawered.

Mrs. Wagner at once left the office.  She
found herself m the presence of a dignified
elderly gentleman, dressed entirely in black,
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md having the ribbon of some ordor of merit
attached to the hutton-hole of his long frock-
coat. His eyes opened wide i surprise,
Belind his gold spectacles, when e found
himzelf face to fiee with o lady. 1 fear
there s some mistake, lie sauxd, m the
smoothest of volces, and with the politest of
bowa; * T asked to sec one of the partners.”
Mrs, Wagmer wdded lereely to his mnaze-
ment, by mforming him of the postion that
she held in the firm, < If you come on a
matter of business,’ she proceeded, © you may
trust mwe to anderstand you, «r, though I am
ouly a4 woman. If yowr visit relates to pui-
vate affairs, I beg to suggest that you should
write to Mr. Keller—1 will tuke eare that lie
receives your letter the meoment he retiurns.”

*There is not the least necessity for my
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troubling you,' the stranger replied. I am
a physician ; and T ltave been summoned to
Frankfort to eonsult with my colleasues here,
on a serious case of illness. My, Keller’s
sister is one of my paticnts in Munieh. T
thought 1 would tuke the prescul opportn-
nity of speaking to lum about the state of
her health.’

e had just introduced himself in thesc
words, when My, Keller entered the room.
The merchant und the phyecian shook hands
like old friends.

* No alarming news of my sister, 1 hope ?7
said Mr, Keller

¢ Ouly the old trouble, wy good friend.
Another attack of asthma.’

Mrs. Wagner rose to leave the room.

Mr. Keller stopped her.  * There is not the



