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EDITOR'S PREFACE

Tue Modern Educetor’s Library has been designed to give
considered expositions of the best theory and practice in
English oducation of to-day. Tt is planned Lo cover the
principal problems of educational theory in general, of
curriculum and organisation, of some unexhavsted aspects
of the history of education, and of epecial branches of
applied education.

The Editor and his colleaguee have had in view the
needs of yonng beachers and of those tepining to be Leachers,
but zince the schoel and the schooliaster are not the aole
factors in the educative process, it is hoped that educators
in geweral (and which of us is nof in some sense or other
an sdueator £} as well as the professional schoolmaster may
find in the scries some help in understanding precept and
practice in education of to-day and to-morrow. For we
have borne in mind not only what is but what ought to be.
To exhibit the educator’s work as a vocation requiring the
best possible preparation is the spirit in which these volunes
have besn written

No artificial uniformity has been gought or imposed, and
while the Editor is responeible for the series in general, the
responaibility for the opinions expressed in each volume rests

solely with its author.
ALBERT A COCK.

Usivensrry or Loxbor,
Kma's Comuwew

il






AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Tuis volume is written in the helief that, in order to pro-
duce the best result over the widest avea, the teaching of
morality throngh the developmenf of religions faith and
its teaching by direef appeal to self-respect, reason, sym-
pathy, and cominon ssnee ara both necessary. Children,
like adults, differ much in range of susceptibility to each of
these appeals. Some appear bo understamd Little and care
lesa abont the dircet personal and moral appeal, but are
deeply stirred by the thoughl of the cosmic unity, of God
manifest in the developrment of the universe, and calling
each man to work with Him lor its consummation. There
ave others in whom the eool analytie hahit of intellect
habitually prevails over the impassioned impulse towards o
central thought. These have to think their way, perhaps
with much labour, towards euch a centre; and meanwhile
the appeal to religious sanctions leaves them almost un-
touched, The claim of their individual human nature for
a well-ordeved personal life they understand : to the claims
of social duty, brothorly affection, justice between man and
man, they respond willingly and with intelligence. But
they do not as yet lay hold of the idea that the purpose of
God is the souree and the end of their persomal righteous-
ness, in such a way as to have practical effect on them in
these early years. Nevertheless it is, in the end, the pure
in heart who sees all the goodness of God pass before him
and, by means of the union with Divine Will expressed in
that goodness, sees his way to God.
v
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The wodern student of paedngogy i familiar with the
necesaity of preparation ns the first stage of the lesson.
The Hebrew mind applied the same thought on o large
acile, as we are applying it here, (0 the teaching of religion.
“The preparation of the Kingdom™—se the Hebrew
thought phrased it: nnd the Baptist preached it as moral
righteonsness, o getting ready of the mind for a higher tlight,
by practice in good works, in penevosity, in abstinence from
besetting sins.  Indecd che whole trend of the Old Testa-
ment history points to inadequacy of woral development as
the chief bmpediment wo irue religion. In every age this
has Leen so, and surely it is so to-dey.  The ground needs
bo Le tilled, the preparation accomplizshed by all the means
that paedagogic aclence, philosophic Insight, and common
sense can digcover.

SOPITTE BRRYANT,
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