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PREFACE.

]

Tnr Essays which forn this little voluwe have been re-
printed, with additions, from the varioue magazines ami
raviews wheee they were fiesl pullisled.

T]Ic_jr do not ]Hﬁ'.lr;uu] to be olher then .:‘:L!]llir:ﬂ, antlines
of thought, which may perhaps suprest how wany a rich
spoil still remaing to be gathered from the glosious page of
Tialiun literature.  For to thoe ztudent thiz ean never cease
to glow with fascinaling inlerest. Undimmed by the
courae of If‘:ﬂ!'lt-l;l:l’i_ﬂ:i] 1t rernoins 2y vivil s the gﬂ-ldcn
ground of a pieture by Fra Angelteo, if indeed it mnay not
e said to gather from cach saececding age an added lustre,
like the glittering mosaic of San Miniato, mcllowed in the
sunsets of 200 years,

The imagination which has pavzed in awe and wonder
before the sublime conception of the * Divina Commedia,”
may next pursue in the smooth numbers of Petrarch a
romance of such unrivalled eomstancy as would have sulf-
ticed to create the romantie age, had it had no other origin
or existenee, and finally kindled to divine enthusiasm

V- The 84 Pawel's Magastse, Mucwmillan’s Magezing, the Church
Quarlerly Revier, the Edindurgh Heview., The Legend of 11
Cenneolo * is reprinted from the Charehinan's Companis,



Vil Prurace,

and led by Tasso, the Christian poet-knight, may follow
all the chivalry of Furape to worship at the Holy Shrine,

Again, when the druma of Ttaly in allils various forma
has supplied a manifold enjoyment, the eye and ear,
satiated with pleasure, may seek repose in the veiled light
and zolemn hush of the great libraries, which served as
treasure-honsea for the vast storez of learning till the art
of printing should one day disperse them over the world.

Here, in the still atmosphere, the mamuseript folios
which line the walls, the glowing pages of some missal,
illuminated perlaps by Fra Angelico or Franeie, jealously
guirded from the ravages of time, remain as silent witnesses
to the truth that = Talenr iz the peee the oods have et
npon everyibing that 1s yalualde”

What if the dust of centuries has ascumnlated ronmd
the forgotten tomes; what i the hands which traced
them have lemg sinee monldered in the grave. Will not
thie duzt “hear and Leat,” the “wontel fires™ quicken
inte lifo at the approaching freedom of the © Patria Terra ™

Favoursld theme of DPooley, all-powerfol to wing the
thowghts and dip the pen in fire, one after another the
sons of Ltaly pour forth their indefatigable lays and utter
the aspirations never to ceaze till the sword is sheathed in
the hour of vietory, aud the pen laid aside after celebrating
the song of trinmph,

W ek fossi toomeen bolla 1 i8 o Tament which elongs
toa lj}'-r;nu.;n TLEN MNow thal eackh one of hor States lins ||Lt1..
hier Tndividnal jewel into e circlet of freedom’s erown,
vich in natural beauty, with every added tressure of
literstore and art, let Ttaly reign “dalle Alpi al mar

If there are any to whom the fair beanty of Italy has
over appealed i vain, it 13 covtainly nob to the student of
Ler literbure, when the thws comes to bread the streets
that Dante trod, to tonch the stone where lie was wonlt



Preraen, ix

o owity lost in thought, contemplating his beloved * Ban
Giovanni,” the * fante del mio battesimo," where, alas | for
his cruel fate, he was never w recpive the poot's crown,
All around, in unchanging besoty, lin the scenes on
which hiz eyes loved to rest—ithe soff, purple outlines of
the mountaing; the Amo rolling down its walers, now
green with enow from the Apennines, now ridescent
with every hue of the changing sky, # I cento miglia i
porso mol sazia ;" ? the sofl mists of the morning, the
“olen eolor & oviental zalieo®? gathered up into the
genith of the clondless atmoeplers, the white ® Booi di
jard, o gioge,” ¥ coming down from Ban Mimiale, ss the
evering shadows fall and the familiar outlines of the
Trmomo and the Campanile, the Palaza Veechio and
Sunta Croce vest themselves m varying liveries of purple,
redl, and gold, 4l the sun sinks saddenly behind the
lasl Dlus owlling of the horizon, sl the grey curtom of
bwilight lalls on the fair scene; then sewss the gulf :UE
eenturies comes the ccho of the X

Squilla di lontano
Che parve il gioroe planger che s muere,”

If then these few studics should prove sunfficiently
ritractive to tempt cther students to search for themselves
in the same mine of inexhawsiible treasures, they will not
hove boen wrillen in vain,

It only remsins to add that the translations of poetry *
which bear the initials It P, wera supplicd by the Iate
Right Ilonourable Sir Hobert I'hillimore, and that it
ig from the rocollection of the faullless tasle and wize

® Purg. xiv. L 15, 3 Ihad 1 1
4 Thid. xik. 1. o Thid, vk O
A P, 220, 233, 236,
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eriticism  which guided the revision of the Essays in
their original form that their writer now derives the
courage necessary to bid them once more

“Tazeir del bosea
Epirinfre In geage

Cazterine Many EHiLLMGRE,

due Corrice, Henter.on-THanes,
Novembar, 1584,

U Liime del Pefenecn.®  Cangone XTIV,
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