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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

THE subject of library administration, treated by
Mr, MACFARLANE in the following pages, is one
upon which, from one point of view, it is difficult
to say too much, and npon which, from another, it is
difficult to say anything. So far as the description
of existing systems and the exposition of important
details are concerned, the extent of the subject, had
more space been available, would have justified a
treatment yet fuller than it has here received, but
the scope for positive precept 15 very limited. So
dissimnilar are the extent, the characteristics, and the
needs of libraries, that few rules of universal applica-
tion can be given, and the attempt to deduce such
from the practice of exceptional libraries can only
end in disappointment. In fact, any particular
system, such, for instance, as the card-catalogue,
which may suit any given library perfectly well at
certain stages of its development, may diminish in
efficiency in proportion to its growth, and eventually
become impracticable, The Museum manuscript-
catalogue on movable slips affords a striking in-

stance, Nothing could have been more convenient
v
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as so extensive and heterogeneous a subject is
not capable of reduction to precise rules. Ex-
perience alone will suffice to bring about a general
consensus, or something approaching to it, upon
this and other points still controverted among
librarians. [t may be added that this desideratum
will be achieved in proportion to the elevation of
the status of the profession itself, and the develop-
ment of that freedom of discussion and interchange
of opinion which the Library Associations of Great
Britain and America, and the periodicals connected
with them, have of late years done so much to
promote.

Although, nevertheless, but a small proportion
of Mr. MACFARLANE'S Manual can claim to rank as a
code, the whole of it will be found to possess much
value as a disseminator of information, and as a
stimulus to reflection. It is fortunate that the exe-
cution of a work on library administration should
have fallen into the hands of one familiar with the
organisation of the largest, or almost the largest,
library in the world, the one where questions of
library management have probably been more
actively canvassed than anywhere else, where dis-
cussions have been most fully recorded, and where
the results of reform and innovation are visible
upon the largest scale. Mr. MACFARLANE'S constant
reference to the British Museum imparts a kind of
historical unity to his volume, and is a practical as
well as a literary gain if two essential cautions are



