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FOREWORD

The Mextan Hyvoiese Moveuest, of wihich this conference
formed a part, i= a well organized endeavar to reduce the alarm-
ing amount of mental impaipment in tixe United States by making
public careful statements of the cavses of mental discases. by
securing earlier medical treatiment, by promoting special school
training and zpecial classes for the atvpical child and the child
predisposed e nervous and memts] disorders, and by encour-
aging the development of soctz]l service for the assistance
of individuals in danger of mental breakdown,  The movement
wlso includes a medical survev of instititions earing for the insane
in the United States for the purpose of determining the best
measures to improve standards of care among the 200,000 sui-
fering from mental dizorders,

The nation-wide movement is being directed and advanced
Ly the National Cemmittee for Mental ITygiene, so Union
Square, New York City,

The work in New Yorle City and State 15 being carried on
by the Committee on Mental Hyelene of the State Charitios Aid
Association, 103 Iast zznd Street, New York City,

The Mental Hygiene Conference, whose proceedings constitute
this volume, incluided a seties of six evening meetings: two after-
noon sessions, and daily stereopticon and moving-picture lectures,
Thirty-three physicians, teachers, sociologists, many of interna-
tional reputation, addreszed the condference,  Never hefore has
guch an array of cminent specialists been gathered in this or
any other conntry for such a purpose.  The evening mectings
were attended by audicnces varying from seven to fifteen han-
dred.. The total actendance ot the conference and exhibit for
the weck approximated swentv-one thousam),  The newspapers
of this city gave a total of forty cobimns of news space to the




