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NOTE.

TWD hundred representative literary people were

recently asked fora list of ' twenty-five of the
best short poema {limit fifty limes) writteh in the
English lunguoge in the minetoenth contury.” This
request met with a ready respomse. Lists were
received from prominent poefs, critics, editors, edu-
cators, and others interested in poetry. These lists
were carefolly prepared. The names of those who 3o
idtdly gave wzlusble time ghqd study jo preparing
them weuld be glven had ot the raguest bean made,
in a number of Ihstanoss that the list sobmitted be
econsidered confidential. This emphasizes the value
of the verdict as being & perfectly free expression of
the mineds bedt qualifed to judge of the merits of the
poetry of the potod,

Ko {ndividual Hst s given. The twenty-fiva pasms
which received the highest number of votes telll, it {s
hoped, make an acceptable “ mutshell anthology."
They are arranged in order according to the brllots
cagt, "'The Chambered Nautilug,” which received the
highest vote, belng number ena on the liat,

A supplementary list of two hundred posms Is
arrapged alphabetically by authors. These poams
teceived votes, but none received enough to place It
among the first twenty-five.

It s, pethaps, warthy of note that when these lists
were prepared Mr. Kipling had not written *'Reces-
sional,” which would undeubtedly, at this time, be
placed well among the first.

The names'of Lowell, Longfellow and Whittier do

&



? | Note,

not appear, while Bryant is represented by ~To a
Waterfow!,!" and not by “Thanatopsis” Amerlea’s
bards numbetr five, whila Tentiy£0n's name appeats
four Hmes and Wordsworth's name three times.

It the supplementary list Longfellow is represented
by nine titles, Lowell by tem, Tennyson by fifteen,
Wordsworth by aix and Whittler by five,

Dr. Holmes's “'Chatmbered Nautilus,' Mre, Howa's
“Battle-Hytoit of tha Republic,” and “Emersen’s
YConeord Fight" are published by permission of
Messrs. Houghton, Mifftin & Co., the publishers of
the works of Emerson and Holmes and of Mra
Howe'n poems, Crosping the Bar™ I= reprinted from
The Mactmillan Cofrpaty's somplete cdition of Lord
Tenny=on's postos,

W. 5 L.

March, 18gq, Evataton, T,



