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NOTE

In one of those romances in which Hawthorne
caught the eolor and interpreted the atmosphere of
his native New England, he declared that ©destiny,
it may be, the most skillful of stage managers, seldom
chooses to srrange its scenes and carry forward its
drama without securing the presencs of at least one
calm obhserver.” It iz the character of thiz calm
abserver that the wriler has imagimed himself to be
agguming in the dozen litile sketehes and stories
garmered here into 4 volume, They are snapshots or
flashlights of one or another of the shifting aspeets
of this huge ad sprawling melropelis of ours.

In purpose and in meihod these episodes and these
incidents of the urban paporama are closely akin to
the experiments in story-telling which were gathered
a few yoars ago inte the pair of vohimes entitled
Vigneties of Monhaflaon and Ouilines fn Local Color.
The earliest of these stories in this third volume—
replovingd here from angther eollegtion lomg out of
print——was written more than a quarter of a eentury
ago; and the latest of them first saw the light only
within the past few months. To each of the dozen
sketehes the date of composition has been appended
as evidenee that it was outlined in aceord with the



KNOTE

actual fact at the time it came into being, even if
the metropolitan kaleidoseope has revolved so rapidly
that more than one of these studies from life now
records what i3 already aneient history. The bob-
tatled ear, for example, is already a thing of the past;
the hanzom is fast following it into desuetude; and no
longer i= it the [ashion for family partics fo bieyele
throuel Central Park in the sfternoon.

Shight as those fleeting fimprossions may seem, his
mtch al least may be clumed for them—that they
ape the result of an honest offort to eateh and o fix
a4 viwon of this mighty eily in which the writer
bing dwelt now for mare than half a century.

B. M.
Felrwwary 21, 1512,
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