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PREFACE

EARNEST men and women everywhere are deeply con-
cerned in the development of character in the young, and
many of them, especially parents and teachers, are actively
engaged in moral training.  This book has been written
in the beliel that a clear comprehension of what really
makes up human character would be onc of the first and
best aids to the actual worker. The whole plan and siyle
of the work, including the selection of material, — and
the omission of many things, — have been determined
by this practical aim. This statement is not meant as
an excuse for inaccuracy or fallades, which I have en-
deavored scrupulously {o avoid.

The ruling idea in my own mind throughout, and I hope
in the book, is what may be called the dynamic and or-
ganic nature of character: that character springs from
native impulses and tendencies in the child, which are
full of power, of push and thrust, and make themselves
felt ; out of these original tendendies, by organization and
cobrdination, and by enlightenment, character arises,
through gradual and often imperceptible processes.
Moral education, then, must always strive to make con-
nection with these sources of power by directing the im-

pulses of nature into the service of human ideals.
vid
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On the other hand, I have tried to avoid the error of
belittling the intellectual clement in character: mere
knowledge is doubtless impotent enough for moral ends,
but ideas united with emotional warmth and volitional
power become dideals that dominate life, and the intel-
lectual content is as essential to the ideal as the emo-
tional warmth, for the ideal must contain the particular
knowledge fitted to stir the heart and guide the conduct in
the right direction.

Mouoral education is generally recognized to be the most
important of all educational questions, as well as the most
complex and difficult. The writer eamnestly hopes that
this hittle book may prove a modest help in the practical
solution of the problem. It need hardly be added that
criticism and suggestion will be received with sincere
gratitude.

January, 1pra.



