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PREFACE.

I,

I HIS Litle book, or booklet, like the landiord's
chest in The Deserted Village, 5 “ contrived
a doudle debt to pay.”

First, it includes the last ten Sermons T have
been allowed to preach, the only sevmons [ was
able to preack during the last six wmonths of a
pastorale extending over a guarter of a century,
and of @ ministry which has lasted some forty
years., My Congregalion, as was natural perkaps,
seefug that it consisted of persomal and attacked
Jriends, expressed a stromgy desire fo have these
Sermons prinfed, that they might read and retain
them in a permanent form. With their vequest T
wvery gladly comply, as indeed I showld be happy to
comply with any request they could make of e ;
Jor I owe them much, and love them much.
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And, then, I am not without hepe that at least
some of Hiese discourses may prove useful to many
whe did not hear them. In the introduction to
Sermon If. T have velated the cuviows—and, 1o
wie, impressive—combination of circumsiances that
led me to take up the theme discussed in Sermons
I=V1, while the opening sentences of Sermon X,
explain kow I came to follow them wp with a final
appeal to Lihe rearon, conscience, and charily of those
wie had listened to that series with interest,

These seven discourses are all, as will be seen,
addressed to those who have becn infected by the
doubts whick arve in the very air of the time, doubls
which every thoughtful mind is, sooner or later,
compelled to face, Im the conrse of my life I have
miet with so many young people who have been, un-
willingly and reluctantly, driven into sceplicism
by the hard and narrow dogmas in whick ey were
dred, or by the pittless severily with witick these
dogmas have been thrast upon thew, that [ have
Jelt it my duty to devole myself to their service,
and to consider again and again kow I could best
serve Hem, And lence T held it to be a happy
aecident, or, rather, a happy providence, that I was
led, by no design ov fntention of my own, to con-
clude wmy weinistry with words addressed to them.

In these disconrses T have used arguments and
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Jollowed a line of thought whick, in many private
conversations, kave proved usefid and effective with
those whose minds were douded with doubt, though
they desived nothing so wmuch as to see the light and
walk in it And I found them not less effective
wken they were reduced io form, and preached lo a
Congregation in which there were many young and
inquiring minds. Hence T indulge the hope that
they may still prove useful now that they are ad-
dressed 1o @ wider civcle. 1 can at least say this
Jor thew » that they fave served to vecover to an
active and cheerful faith on the Father of all men,
and the Saviour of all, some who once found
themselver alone in the world, without a God whows
they could love, ov a hope whick they conld cherish
and in which they could confide, And I trust and
pray that they may yet do that greal service for
many more.

These Sermons ave not addvessed to those who
are either hostile to weligion or indifferent to it ;
but to that large and increasing class to whom the
loss of a reasonable faith is as a sentence of death,
wite long fo believe and yer find the dogmas in
which they have been reaved growing move and
more incredible to them ; and who forbode with a
sinking and refuctant hear? that they may be comi-
pelled to remounce the faith they once held. By
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s timidity, #5 narrowness and hardness, its con-
troversies and divisions, the Church is largely
answerable—morve answerable, I fear, than that
advance of scientific thonght and method whick it
too often condemens as alone yesponsible—for the
existence of this class ; and those of ws who love
the Church, and believe that it carries the fortunes
of the world, while yet we see and confess how
much of the existing unbelief it has to answer
Jor, are bound to do what we can for those wio,
througli no fault of thely own, bui rather by our
Sanlits and defects, ave being driven from the true
hoine and sanctuary of the soul,

One other reason may be alleged for the pub-
lication of (lhese discourses, They contain an
expasition of one of the woblest passages in the
arelings of 55 Pawl, Romans vift, 18-27, a more
detailed and complete exposition than any I can
Jind on wty shelves : and this miay prove welcome
event fo those whe have long since faced their
doubls and fought them down.

Tue HoLME, HASTINGS,
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