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PREFACE

My prak Dove~—When I was your age, thew wers
no soch children's books ns there are now, Those
which we had were few and dull, and the pictures in
them ugly and mean : whils you have your choice of
baoks without number, clear, amosing, and pretiy, as
well as really instructive; on subjecta which wers
only talked of flity years aso by a few learned mem,
nnd very little understood even by them. 8o if mere
reading of books would male wise men, you onght to
prow up meh wiser than us old fellows. Bul mers
reading of wise books will not make you wize men:
you most uwee for yourselves the tools with which
books nre made wise; and that is—vour eyes, omd
pard, and common sense,

Now, nmong these very stapid old-fashioned boys’
books was one whicl: taught me that; and therefore
[ min more gratefal to it than if it hed been as full of
wonidarful picfores az all the natural history  books
you ever saw.  Its name wos Erendngs af Howe ; and
in it wad - story called * Eyes and no Eves ;" o vegular
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old-fashioned, prim, sententions story; and it began
this :—-

" Well, Robert, where hove you been walldang this
afternoon [ " said Mr. Andrews to one of his pupils at
the closs of a holiday.

Oh—Tobert had been to Broem Heath, and round
by Camp Mount, and home through the meadows
But it was very dull, TIfe havdly saw a single person.
He had much rather have gone by the tumpike-road,

Tresently in comes Master William, the ofher
puptl, dressed, T seppose, as wretched boys nsed to be
dressed forty years ago, in s frill collar, and skeleton
monkey - jacket, and tight trousers buttoned over it
and hardly coming down te his nnecles ; and low shoes,
which always came off in sticky ground ; and terribly
dirty and wel he is: but be never (he savs) had such
4 pleasant walk in his life; and he bag brought home
hiz Dhoandkerchief (for boyz had no pockets in those
days mmch bigger than key-holes) foll of curiosities,

He has =ot o piece of mistletoe, wants to know
what it is; and he hos seen o woodpecker, and a
wheat-ear, and gathored strange flowers on the heath ;
anid hunted a peewit becauss he thought ite wing was
Leoken, til of eourse it led him into a bog, and vory
web e gote. Dot he did pot mind it, becsuse ho fall
in with an old man cstting turf, who told him all
whont tarf-cutting, awd geve him a dead adder. And
then he went up o hill, and saw & grand proapect ;
wmd wanted to 2o agaiu, sud make out the peopraphy



FREFACE 1k

of the eountry from Cary's old ¢ounty maps, which
were the auly waps in those days.  And then, leeause
the hill was called Cap AMount, he Inoked for o
Boman eanip, and found ore ;- sud then he went down
to the miver, saw twonty things more ) and 50 on, Aol
so on, til he hod brought Venne enriosities enougl,
and thoughts enoush, to last him & wegk,

Whereon Mr. Andrews, who seems Lo have been a
very somsible ofd gentloman, tells: Lini all abowt his
curigaitics : and  then it comes omt—if you will
believe it—that Mastor Williem has besn over the
very swume grounid as Master Liobert, who saw nothing
ot all

Whereon Alr Anidrews says, wisely enouzh, in his
solemn old-fashioned way,—

“Ha it s One wnn walls throngh the world with
lits oyes open, another with bis eyes shul; aml wpon
this difference depends all the superionty of knewlodge
which one man acquires over another. T have known
enilors wha had beenin all the quarters of the world,
anid éould tell yon mothing bt the siens of the
tippling-houses, and the price and quality of the
liguor. On the other hand, Franklin could not cress
the Channel withont makine oleervations nssful to
mankind, While many & vacont thwonghiless vonth
i5 whirled throush Eaurope witheut gaining o single
iden worth cressing the steeet for, the olserving eye
and innuiring mind God meder: of improvement pmd
delisht in every mmble,  You, then, Willism, continue



