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THE SCOT IN NEW FRANCE,

1535-1880.

Before opening ae President the winter course of lee-
tures, 1 have a pleasant commmaication to make. Sines
we last met, Hiz Excellency, Lord Lorne, has honored
this SBociety, by baceming its Patron, during his term of
office.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—In a paper headed “ The
Component Parte of our Nationality,” we strove some
dime since to place on record the results of our
researches in Canadian History, snd ihns to dispel some
-of the prejudices, entertained as to the origin of the first
settlers on Canadian seil. We felt a sincers pleasure in
laying before an enlightened publie, the evidence which
reliable historians furnish, as to the birth and formaticn of
the nationality of the majority in the old Province of
Quebec, in order to demonstrate that the colonists sent out
by the French Monarchs and French Companies, nnlike
those of 8t. Christophe and other French Islands, were

-sidgularly free from blernish.

These ethnological studies, superficial as they may be,
we intend to prosecute, with respect to other factors in

-our nationality: this evening we have selected a branch

of the subject, which thongh less familiar to us, is quite as
worthy of your attention; the Seottish element in and
round Quebec.

A mark of distinction, as unexpected as it was nnsoli-
cited recenily bestowed on your humble gervant, by the
Ethnographical Bociety of Paris,® renders still more ap-

* Mr. LeMoine, the bearer of & Diploma, a8 ¢ Délégué Kégional® for Que-
bee, of the Justitution Ethnographigue de Parie, wore for the first time, tho f-
sigmia of this learned Society.
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propriate he imagines, the selection of an Ethnographical
sabject, like the one which will engage our attention this
evening ; without further preamble, we will venture to
discuss this subject.

Under the title " Les Ecossais en Frence,” &c., there
appeared, somne time since, a French work, in twoe robust
quarto volumes—the result of twenty-five years of con-
scientions research by a French savant, Monsienr Fran-
cisque Michel. It purports to recapitulate, among other
things, the carcer on French mofl of Scolchmen, ever
since the days of Wallace, ambassador to France, down te
modern times. Monsienr Michel, of a certainty, hag sue-
ceeded in investing with deep interest the enquiry he
hag originated.

With your permission, we will, to-night, attempt to in-
veatigate a cognate portion of hie subject, from an ethno-
logical point of view, using the light he has thrown on
the aims and aspirations of Scotchmen in old France to
follow the footstepe of their compatriots in New France—
we mean, in the present Province of Quebec—hereto-
fore, that of Lower CUanada.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—It shall be our aim to point
out to you the traces left by Scotchmen, in Canadian history,
in and roond Quebec, from the dawn of Canadian
history to modern times. In those sanguinary passages-
at-arms, by land and by ses, which have made of our
town and its environs classic ground, oft’ shall we meet
with the brawny desecendant of Bruce and of Wallace,
fearlessly brandishing dirk or claymore in the busiest part
of the fray, his motto.

¢ Let us do or die.”

Sandy, full fledged, is a many-sided individual. Aman
of war—we will also find him a successful tiller of the
soil—leading in the mart of commerce—in the bank
parlor—at the head of powerfnl trading ventures—in the
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wilds of Hudson's Bay—in the Editor's aanctum—in the
groves of “ Academe”—in the forurn—in the Senate;
more than once “the observed of all observers™—at the
top of the social ladder—his sovereign’s trusied represen-
tative.

For all that, we dare not promise you, for the frugal,
self-reliant Seot transplanted to the green banka of the St.
Lawrence, such a sednctive portreiture—such a glamour of
romance—as surrounds the persevering and oft’ adversity-
taught soldier—sunccessful diplomal—scholar—artist, &c.,
to whom Monsienr Michel iniroduces his readers on the
vine-clad hills and sun-lit valleys of the Loire, the
Gtaronne, and the Seine.

The srena of the Seot in Canada is more limited ; less
attractive, the prizes rewarding success ; less far-resound-
ing, the clarion of his fame cn Canadian sorl.

‘With every desire to enlarge our canvass to its utmost,
we muet be content to rest our enquiry, at the arrival on
our shores of the first Europeans, in 1535,—thsat hardy
band of explorers sent out by Franeis I, and who claimed
the soil by right of congnest, from the véritables enfanis
du sol—the Hurens, Iroguois or Algongnins, of Stadaconé.

A craw of one hundred and ten, manned Jacgues Car-
tier's three vessels . the Grande Hermine, the Petile Her-
mine, and the Emerifion; out of thiz number, history has
preserved the names of eighty-cne persons.*

‘Were Cartier's followers all French? Omne can scarcely
arrive st .that conclusion, judging from the names and
sarnames of several. You cannot mistake where William
of Guernesey “ Guillaume de Guernese,” hailed from,
There is equally, an un-french scund about the name of
Pierre Esmery dict Talbot. “Herné Henry,”seems to us
an easy transmutation of Henry Herué or Hervey. Weonce
knew at Cap Rouge, near Quebec, & worthy Greenock

* The remainder having died, chiefly from scuryy, doring the winter of
1585+§, on the banks of the River 8t, Charles. (Bee Appendix. Letter. &4 )
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pilot whose name wae Tem Everell ; in the next genera-
tion a singunlar change took place in his. patronymic ; it
stood transformed thus : Everell Tom. Everell Tom, in
the course of time, became the respected: sira of a numer-
ous progeny of sons and dsughters: Jean Baptiste Tom,
Norbert Tom, Henriette Tom, and a variety of other
Tom.

An ingenious {Juebec Barrister, in a corious paper, read
ot the annual Concert and Ball of the St. Patrick’s Society
2t Montreal, 15th January, 1872, has peinted out much
more startling transformations in some unmistakable Irich
names, to be met with in the Church Registers.

“ Who conld guess, asks Joho O'Farrell, that * Tec Corneille
Aubry,’ married at Quebes, on the 10ih Seplembar, 1670, was an
Irishman? Yet the Register leaves no room nor doubt apon the-
gubject; ha was the son, says the Register, of ¢ Connor G'Bren-
nen,” and of Homorsh Janhoor, of #t. Patrick’s (Diasonyoen),
Ireland, his real name being “Teague Cornelius O'Brennan.™
In this connection, I may mention thal, when X was pursuing my
studiea in the Colloga at Quebes, cur Rector was the Rev. Dr.
Aubry, a worthy and pious Divine, and ocne of three brothers in
the Priesthood in Lower Cenada, snd the uncle of two other
young Cansdian clergymen. Dr, Aubry, until quite recently,
lived in the firm beliof that he was of purely French extraciion;
in fact, if my memory serves me right, he used playfully, at
times, to pull my little ears for being, as he used playfully to
say, such a wicked little frlendass. Now the researches of Father
Tanguay, in the musty old Church Registers of Lower Canads
havo revealed the astounding fact that Dr. Aubry is, after all, a
countrymsn of our own, an Jriandads, a lineal descendant of that
Teague Corneline ('Brennan; another of his descendants is.
Parish Priest in the town of 3t John's, near this city, Montreal.

Who, again, 1 ask, but one able to answer the sphinx, could
faney that Jean Honseye dit Bellerose was an Irishman. He was
80 nevertheless; was marvied here oo the 11th October, 1671 ;.
and as the Register attests, be was born in the Parish of 5t. Law-
rence O'Toole, Dublin, and he was the soo of Matthew Hussey
and of Elizabeth Hogan, his wife, both Dubliners and both under-
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the protection of that Irish saint, O'Tocle. If T mistake not,
Mr. Bellerose, the momber for Laval, ean trace back his pedigree
to our friend Jack Hussey, from Dublin,

Thus also wo find Jean Paptiste Reil, married at Isle du Pada,
on the 218t Janvary, 1704; ho is eurnamed * Smmasuel,” which
we may iranslate either * careless™ or “ Delil may care” aa we
pleass ; this « Reil" is described in the Register as having been”
& native of St. Peter’s Parish, in the City of Limevick, in Ireland ;
from the closenase of the dates, 1698 and 1704, from the singular
nick-name (sansouci) he bore with his comrades, and from the
consonance, “ Riel” and Rielly, T should be inclined to think that
our Isle du Pads friend wna Jack Rielly, the de'ilmay-care, all
the way fiom Limerick, aod that ho must have takon and given
some hard knocks under Sarefield. This * Ricl” or Rielly, as he
ghould be called, 18 the direct ancestor of “Louis Riel” of Red
River fame; snd this fact may serve lo acconnt for the close
friendship subsisting between Riel and O'Donohoe."—( 0" Farrell's
Address, 1872.)

It only remains to our antiqnarian confrére to present
Senator Bellerose and Louis Riel, with a shamrock on
each 8t. Pairick’s Day, so that they may not forget their
newly fledged nationality.

Another of Cartier's companions rejoices in the name
of “Michel Herné"” this mightily sounds in our ears
like Michael Harvey, one of the Murray Bay Harveys,
of Major Nairn; amidst these now silent and shadowy
discoverers of 1585, several namesimpress us as not being
French. Noneremained in Canada, except those whom
seurvy or accidental death struck down in their ice-bound
quarters at Stadaconé—opposite to where our city now
stands.

Did any, and if so, how many hail from the Highlands
or Lowlands of *auld Beotia"? Would yon be surprised
to find, in the days of Champlain, afull fledged Scot—an
extensive landed proprietor—the father of a lerge family?

‘Who has not heard of the King’s 8t, Lawerence pilot—
Abraham Martin dit 'Ecossais 7 “Abraham Martin aliss



