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PREFACE.

Tue AvrHor was a eowboy, during the perod
of which he writes, and iz thoromghly conver-
sant with every phase of cowboy life. After the
lapse of many vears, some of the most pleasant
recolleetions engraved on the tablets of his mem-
ory ave of the open pluins, the wild eattle, and
the irresistible cowboy.

To travel over the ground where these cattle
onee  grazed in countless numbers and see  the
domestic king now driven to the pastures by lidtle
children; to sce the broad prairies, where formerly
o ride of a thousand miles would nol reveal a
furow or fenee, now checkered over with  posts
ned wires and plowed ficlds, amd the landsespe
dotted here and Lhere with stacks of wheat, rieks
of hay, and larm-houses, makes the old cowboy
long to again see the praivies covered with long-
horned ecattle, picturesque wild horses, and herds
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of inmumerable buffaloes; to onee more ride the
bucking broncho in pursuil of the wild steer and
the fighting maverick; to hear the coyote's howl
and the stampede’s roar; o inhale the aroma of
wild flowers whilst breathing the life-giving air
that blows aecross the free snd  untrammeled
plaing, where the sun rises aml sets in a halo
of glory, where vou hkave that thrillng of the
heart, that buoyancey of zpirt, hai drives away
every care and makea vou laugh at danger,

To  portray  this  wild, active and strenuous
life, and to give an acenrate pen-picture of this
past and forgotten mdustry, is the mission of

Cinore-Tlor.
M. II. DOXNOIIO.

Kawsas ey, November 10 1907,
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COWBOY LIFE.

CITAFTER I.

CIRCLE-DOT.

In 1849, when the golid-Gelds of California were at-
tracting the attention of the civilized workl and the
prairtics and plains were dotted with feams of oxen
and covered wagons Toaded with men hound for the
Pacific Coast, John Williams left his home on the bank
of the Cumberland river amd joined a parly of emi-
grants whose avowed destination was the land of
eold; but after crossing the Mississippi river some of
them became dissatisficd and the parly disbanded,
leaving Williams stranded in Missourl without the
ability to go forward or to relurn, and finally he drifted
towand the south, and in the spring of 1850 landed
in Texns,

He erected o house on the Brazos river in that State
when the nesrest settlement was more than fifty miles
distant, and in & very modest way, with but a few
ponies and & small number of cattle, began to build up
a stock ranch.  Year by year he added improvements
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