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INTRODUCTION.

the elementary education which is given in

our piiblie schools, it is nacessary that those
gtudies should be chosen which will best fit
the majority of children for the prctical life
into which they must enter. With moat chil-
dren that life begins when they leave the gram-
mar schools, sud whatever education they mre
to have (using the word education in the limited
sense of school instrustion) they receive while
there. Tharefore, the determining of the course
of stodies becomes of grest importance.

The question is chiefly one of selection ; and
should we not consider whether, in our public
schools, the more essentizl studies are not
sometimea sacrificad and crowded cut for the
less useful ones? 'Will the ability to name
the vegetable znd mineral products of Uru-
guay and Turkey be s uwseful to a boy through-
out his life as & koowledge of some of the
more important laws of health? or help to
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make him as good a citizen ag a few sound ideas
on government and economic laws ¢

In watching some of the phenomena of
American politics, it iz plainly seen that a
great body of our voblert —and often of our
legialators, too!—are lamentably ignorant of
even the simpler laws underlying the social
and financial questions of our ago. One well
known example of such ignorance is the
Greemback delusion of 1873 and 1874  There
would also seem to be in the minds of many
people a very vague ides as to tha sourcea of
government revenues ; and, resulting from this,
an apparant belief that the Tnited States gov-
ernment has absolutely unlimited supplies of
money at ita command, and that no harm can
coms to the country st large from a lavish ex-
penditure of this public money, Other misup-
prehensions of this nature are not far to seek.

It is imposaible to suggest & panacea for such
evils, and of conurse long years of experience
are the maost efficacious teachors on these sub-
jecta.  Bat though political economy is & sel-
ence all the datz of which are by no means
as vot known, some few of its laws appear to
bave been sufficiently well established to act
as guides in every-day life.
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In view of this fact, it has occarred to us,
that, if a few of the more practical questions
dependent on these }aws could be trested in a
way simple enough for a child to comprehend,
it might be possible to give our school children
right ideas at the outset. If this could be
done, the graduates of our achools, when called
upon in after years to vote on social or financial
subjects, might not be so wholly uoprepared as
they often sre now.

. As a first step to this kind of instruction, we
have tried to put the following lessons om
money, banks, etc, in a form available for
grammar Bohools, whers, 48 we have said, the
school life of the majority of the children endas.
It is easily seen that children find it diffieult to
grasp an abstraet iden; we have, therefore,
tried to make the whole work as little compli-
cated as possible, emphesizing prineiples rather
than details, and making use of gimple lan-
guage and frequent repetition. “For the same
reason, we have avoided the complicated his-
tory of money by using sometimes purely myth-
ical cases, and have tried to desl only with
those principles which seem, as we have said,
to have been well established, leaving out dis-
puted points as far as possible "We have pur-
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posely left untouched the intricate workings of
moneyed corporations, and exchange, — sssum-
ing that the United States government alwaya
sells its bonds ab par, and greatly simplifying
the process of paying off the bonds, end also
assuming that our corporation sells its stooks
and bonds 8t par,— becanse we felt that ax-
tensive sxplanations would hnpeleasly confuse
a child's mind, and preveat its retaining any
clear ideas whatever on these subjects. A fow
facts we have fricd (o emphasire especielly;
such as, that money follows fixed laws, which
cannot be brokem with impanity by any gov-
ernment ; that harm i3 done to all —and most
of all to the poor — by extravagance in the use
of publio money; and that actual evils often
sitend the contracting of debin



SUGGESTIONS TO THE TEACHER

THE following lessone oo matters concerning every-
dry life are designed for the teacher's mee omong
the older childmen of sur prammer schoals. Not wish-
ing to barden them with another separate stody, we
have tried to combing onr wark with that of composition
writing{which already furme & part of achool instruetion’),
intending that the different topice shell he taken as eub-
jects for thet exervise, As a rmis, tha lessone will prob.
obly not be intelligible to children under twelve, and,
in any oase; it will be necesary to proceed very slowly
and carafinlly in giving them to tha advaneed classes.
Our plan is ma follows :—DLet the firet chapter be
tead to the chiliren alowly, and with eny additionsl
explanaticn, or illostration, of the subjest that may
octar to the tescher. The taacher may then ask the
quostioned zivan ab tha end of the chapter, or may test
the children's undemtznding nf what has been read in
any way thot commenda itsalf
It ia enggoated that on the fellowing compoaition day
the childrem shall hand in abatracts of the lesson, The

L The questions are ail nombered, snd in the text the
corresponiding number iz affized to the paragraph containing
the aunswar.



