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PREFACE

Tria book is based on long classroom experience and
on a careful study of student psychology. Both reveal
the fact that the pupil does best what he likes best to
do; the material of this Conversational Reader, therelore,
haa been chosen primarily to interest and entertain, The
stories are of the twentieth century, up-to-the-minnte in
interest, and told in the tuogue of the French people of
touday.

The short story has been chosen in preference to the
longer text because it forms one echerent unit of expres-
sicn for g single day’s lesson. Tt makes the pupil thrill
with the joy of accomplishment, for he can reach the
pointof the story. The subjects treated are of the home,
the strests, the daily life, incidenta near to the pupil's
environment and well within his ken.

The ook embodies the best features of direct methods
ag applied with the greatest snocess in our Ameriean
schools. Each aneedobe is provided (1) with a guestion-
naire in French, so built a8 to encourage the maximum
of conversational drill; {2) with English sentences to be
translated into Fremch in order to secare accuracy in
writing and speaking; and (3} with drill on interesting
and frequently recurring forms. Thus the combination
of the short fale for reading, of the questions and an-

swers for aural and oral training, and of the sentences
iil
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and grammar drill for visual training, forms one con-
nected assignment for a single day’'s lesson.

The material has heen carefully graded. Difficult
grammatical constructions and infrequent idioms have
been eliminated and the language of the book made
simple and practical, so that it may aid in furthering
gonversational finency. The tenses have been introduced
gradually and progressively. Throughout the first thirty
exercises the Present tense alone is used and plenty of
drill upon it ie provided. The Past Indefinite is next
introduced, then the Tmperfect, the Future, and the Con-
ditional. The Fast Definite, little nsed in conversation,
is relegated to the last half of the book, and the Sub-
junctive tenses occur only in the later pages.

In the Progiques de Grrammaire will be found a variety
of enggestions for effective treatment nf the material,
The devices snggeatad under one lesson may be success-
fully carried over to other legsons. All tend to encourage
the pupil to find his models in the text itseif and to
accompany the spoken word by the action.

Dramatizing the story has been frequently emphasized,
because the child of high school age has an innate love
for acting. There iz no better way of making him inter-
ested in his work and proud of it than by utilizing
this talent. These stories lend themselves admirably
to this end in hnmor of aneedote, in terseness of dia-
logue, in simplicity of scene. This nse of dramatization
bears out the basic plan of the book, namely, to throw
the linguistic burden upon the pupil, for the teacher
must remember that a teacher who is always telling is
not always a telling teacher,
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In putting the emphasis on the spoken word it is by
no means intended that written work should be neglected.
In learning a modern language the ear should precede
the eye, but the eye must reénforee the ear, Most people
have visnal memories; they remember what they have
seen ; hence, it is urged that all Traduetions and most of
the Pratigues de Grammadre be done in writing.

Special attention is called to certain features of the
book which are calenlated to inerense the efficiency of
the recitation,

1. An unusually complete list of classroom expreassions
precedes the reading matter, so that from the beginning
work may be condueted in French.

2. The Brat four reading lessoms are built entirely
upon sognates, so that reading may be begun at the very
outeet of the first term,

4. As an aid to pronuncistion, throughout the first
twenty exercises, liaison has been marked by a sign wv;
final pronounced consouants are printed in heavy type;
and nasal sounds have been indicated by italic = or m.

4, The notes, few in number, are placed upon the very
page where the reference oceurs, so that even the laziest
and most indifferent pupil cannot avoid reading them.

§. The regular verbs are arranged in four parallel
columns in order to facilitate comparison and the study
of terminations.

6, The more eommon |rregu.ls.r verba are arranged in
a newly planned list according to the derivation of the
tenses, Iu the vocabulary these verbs bear a referemce
number corresponding to their place in the list.

7. The rules and nomenclature are given both in French
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and in English, so that either may be used in the class-
room and each may help the learning of the other,

8. There is frequent repetition of words, and while
the vocabulary of the book is slight in quantity, it is
eminently valuable for practical purposes.

8. There have been inserted a variety of jingles, prov-
erbs, verses, and happy aneedotes, intended for memory
work. The fourteen-year-old will find them easy to learn
and worth his while, as they give him a standard of pro-
nunciation and a vocaludary.

Typographically, the book has been prepared with care
— that it might not be merely a dull, cheerless textbook.
It is the hope of the authors that in form and in
content it may radiate something of that delicacy of
technique and artistic touch which are characteristically
Gallic,

In expressing the customary thanks for favors shown,
the anthors make acknowledgment to their colleagues —
both in the DeWitt Climton High School and out of it —
whe helped in the task of mgrshaling the material ; also
to Messrs, Merrill and Company, New York City, for
the right to reprint some of the stories. Especially the
authors’ gratitude goes out to a happy and joyous world
which has preserved these anecdotes fo us by word of
thouth and printed page, —a heritage of gayety for the
youth of all time.

HENRY BIERMAN.
COLMAXY DODLEY FRANE.

DeWirr Cuwron Hwe Scmoor,
Ngw Yom Cirr,
September, 1915.
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