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DURABILITY 0 THE AMERICAN UNION,

TumorTALITY i5 A0 intuitive truth,
wiiich the normal conssionancsinf man
nstorully sanctions as ssslf~evidsat pro-
position. Tt is one of those first traths
which the mind natorally cormprehends
at onee, without any other ovidones
than the sanctions of consclousness.
Thisintnitive conviction of the immor-
tality of the sonl natarally leads usto
contemplote doration in itz several
phas«s, in the natural, moral, and polit-
ical worlids ; wherever we can trace it
In the minoral, vegetable, animal, and
bhuman kiypdows, We naturally ep-
prociate things and value them aecord-
ing to their dorability. Upen this
prineiple is funnded the suparior value
of gold, silver, and jewels of the mine,
The durability of things forms an essen-
tial elemont of commerce. The sams
prineiples which control us in cur per-
sonal intercsts governus in our soeisl
relations. Tt has over been the high-
eat ambition of nations to render their
inatitniions ag dorable and immortal
a3 poasible; and heore our American
Fathers svailed themselves of all the
means in their power, to form a Repab-
lic that would continue as durable ps
the lakes that bound it on the north
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vl ss immortal as the ocngmsthnt e
rvand it on the east, south, and west

Every national government is more
ur less stable, durable, and immortal,
28 it eonforns to the laws of nators
ond nuture’s God,  Civil laws and in-
stitutions are more or lesa durable, as
they conform to natural law. The
wiss statesman alwaya frumes his stat-
utes in harmony with natural law, He
learns from history that lews and insti-
tutions, in confliet with the laws of
natare, must ultimately fail, notwith-
standing ell the efforts of tyrants to
sustain them. The elements of dora-
bility ean be clently traced in the mig-
ernl, vegetabls, snimal, and moral
kingdoms: and these were oarefully
consnlted by the Americon Fathers in
framing our natwnal institations.

The statesmsn traces the elemesnts
of physical dorability in the origioa]
melecnles of matter ; which S [2aac
Newton. supposes have remained the
same, m their netore, properties, and
form, ever since they were created by
God ; notwithstanding their numerons
nggrogations and eowpounds throogh-
out the mineral, vegetable, and animal
worlds, The slinple substances, which
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may be regarded as the mmneral species,
and as aggregations of the sames original
muolesules of matter, never change their
original mature and properties; but
alweys remain the same, howaver mu-
‘merous and varions may be their amal-
gamations and compounds. Tha geo-
logieal history of the earth, through
its numerons rocky formations, reveals
tha elemeonts of durability, The hesv-
enly bodiea, in all their revelutions,
never vary from their immuotable lawa.
In the vegetable and animal kingdoma,
we meet with gimilar elements of dura-
bility, in the immutable laws of the
vegetable and animal species.

The elements of durability are equal-
Iy necessary and manifest in the ns-
tural and meral worlds. The moral
world, in all its variocus institutions,
is govcrned by wall-known laws of
immortality. The fall of the Ameri-
et Union has long been the favorite
thems of Enropean erities, stafesimen,
poets, and historians; among whom,
Alison, for pearly half a centory, has
been most conspictons and prophetic,
They seem to supposs that Amearics
hes no other or better principles of
stability than “the safety valve of the
back wetflements.” Tut, it will be
found, on fiir and foll examination,
that instead of the American govern-
ment being founded on principlesgimi-
lar to Poland. and otherfallen nations,
it containe more end betier cloments of
durability than el) the natiows of the
garth, anciont or modern, The his-
tory of the Awmoricen Republic shows
a government continnafly gnowing
stronger, wiser, and hetter, both in
prosperity and adversity. Like the
cak on the lofty mountain top, while
the genial rays of the sun, the balmy
dews of heaven, the violence of the
tempest, and the llaalllug 1.llu|le1ﬁrb¢;||t'
all unitedly conspire in inoreasing ita
strength, and in cansing it to strike its
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roots deeper and firmer in ita native
soil, 5o the American Union will be-
oomemors united, more pure, and rnore
dorable by the present servile rebel-
lion, caused by the treason of a few
eglaveholdors,

All creation sparkles with imimor-
tality. Ewvery page in the ook of na-
ture reveals it, the postry of natore
sings it, and the musioal spheres join
the choras. Infinite space is fillal with
evidence, that the soul of man does
not die with the mortal casket thet con-
taing it ; and, aven if the least doubt of
man’s immortality remained after afoll
survey of ereation, the Divine Record
rolieves ps from all embarrassment,
and roveals the precious truth iz len.
guage clear a2 the san.  Bat tho sonl
s not the only immortality in the wni-
versa of God, There aro cortain cle-
mentary principles, of moral excel-
lence,—ocertain fundamental lwwe of
existence,—by which intelligent baings
will ulways be governed; whose per-
petuity will ever ron perallel with the
immortality of man. These eternal
prineiples of moral excellence—em-
brasing supreme love to God, and sub-
ordinpte love to man; together with
egual justice, pure benevolence, per-
soual liberty, and other kindred lawe,
which are reflections from the Dweity—
are the elementz of all the moral
wealth found in this world. And, al-
thongh this globa seems deslined to
undergo great changes before it reaches
that more perfect state of existence,
whon it may becowe * a new heaven
and a new oarth,” according to the in-
timatione of the Bacred Volume; yet
oll earthly things contsin certain ele-
ments of stability, which contral their
daration, in proportion as the laws of
their existonce are obeyed or violated.

Wherever we tarn our eyes, or direet
onr thoughts, we find all beings and
things governed by fixed laws, under
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the eontrol of the Deity,—the Great
First Cause, and Governor of all worlds,
And, upon the same eternal prineiples,
the prosperity or adversity of all eivil
institations, is ever in proportion to
their conformity to tha true lnws of
their nature. Though the kistory of
thia world iz filled with change snd
mutability,—alternately exciting our
pmiles and tears; yet, amidst oll its
mitations, vielesitndes, and sequences,
wo hoave the consclation to find ecertain
clements of stability statuped more or
less eonspicuously on all ereation,

Tn the mineral kingdom, the law of
stability can be clearly traced from the
origin of creation. The elements and
laws of matter, 8o far sz human ro-
search extonds, are the same now ps
they werd In the iscipient stages of
creation; when the earth wes in a
chaotie, or nebulous stete; and ofter
all the sucosssive chamges, throngh
which, worlds, and their millions of
vegetable and animal inhabitants have
possed, for mors than &z thounsand
Fears, not the lesst evidencs is found,
that & eingle partiele of matter Las
aver boen lost or destroyed.  Goology
revedls to s the interesting lact, that
all the surcessive formaotions of the
globe, which have oceupied more than
sixty centuries in reschinj their present
development, remain substentially the
smne, &2 when the Great Architect
first deposited them in their beds; dur-
ing the sucesssive ages of His inighty
works, The bolld granite mountaina,
whosa towaring peaks have plerced the
clonds for centuries, aro compossd of
the same materials a3 existed in their
kindred rocks, in the first formation of
the earth; and wherever they have
been pulverized by the hand of time,
wa find the particles which originally
compoeed them, scientifically mingled
with the fartile plalna below,

The same low of stability prevails
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thonghont all the countless bodiss of
space; and binds them all together in
one harmonlons system. Astronomers
have watched in vuin for centuries,
to find somea discord in the harmony of
the spheres,—some seeds of approach-
ing dissolntion in the system of worlds,
which are beund together by the in-
disspluble tles of nature, Bo perfeet
and uniform are all the revolutions of
the heavenly bodies, that ncdern
scienco bas demonstrated, that they
aro all constructed and governed in
harmony with regolar laws, Mathe-
matical srience now discovers o planset
long before the telescope receives a
aingle ray of 1ta light. The same ual-
form stability appears in the law of
gravitation, the eolors of the rainbow,
the flash of lightning, and the music
of thundsr.

And a5 we rise in the seale of crea-
tion, from the mineral to the vepetnable
kingilom, wathere meet with clements
of stability. Vegstation is new gov-
ernsd by the same laws of growth,
maturity, decay, snd repreduction, as
existed during the frst formation of
the earth; whick eontams tho fossil
remaing of the primevel plants; de-
pesited thero, perhaps, centorics be-
fure the crestion of man. The lady
in Eorope or Ameried, 0 she now
promenades her garden, inhales the
same frogrance from her flowers,—
adorns her beantiful ringlets with roses,
violets, and lilies ; possessing the same
rich voariety of colors, the same crim-
son tints and carnetion hues,—as
wreathed the brow and delighted the
genses of thelr mother Eve, in the
days of Eden's blovm, ;

In the animal creation, we meet
with elements of stability, as doevel-
oped in the hebits aod instincts of
their mumerous species ;—always pre-
serving the same laws of embryology,
the same laws of sustenance, growth,
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snd decay from age to age, sinco the
remotest antiquity of their fossml ex-
Istence.

Ascending atill igher in the walks
of creation, wo pass tho narrow con-
fines of earthly stability, and rise to
the immortality of man. He com-
mences lifs the most foebla and help-
less creature in the world; and re-
quires nearly half a century to devel-
ope his powers, and sttain the perfec-
tion of toanhood,—lie matures at tho
age of three ssore yoars and ten;
when death kindly relioves him from
the cares of life, and introduces him
to o glorions immortality beyond the
arave; where he receives the rowards
of his rightegua life and guspel faith ;
iz a world which knows ne change, no
end, no imperfaotion,

Nor is tha principla of stability con-
fined to the works of creation slome;
but wehave divine assuranees, that it ia
an clementary law by which the Crea-
tor governs himself;—who is the sama
yosterday, to-day, snd: forever; fromn
whom all ereation borrows their sta-
bility, homortality, and every exeel-
lemos.

In examining tho Listory of eivil
gocicty, imperfaet and mutahle as it is,
we find the seme genersl law of sta-
bility, more or lesz dew:Inrpeﬁ, in all
nstions and ages; leading us to the
irreaistible conclusion, that natiemal
stebility depends upen well settled
principles,—which, when obeyed,—in-
variobly lead to the same durable and
prosperons resnlts, as ars found in the
mineral, vegetable, and animal kiag-
doms. National stability, as well as
the stability of the mineral, vegetable,
aud snimal kinpdoms, depend opon
laws poculior to cach ; and, henes, we
find iz sll countries and ages, those
pations, which have ineorporated into
their political eystems the most of
these fundamental prineiples of perpe-
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tuity, heve been the most prosporouns
and dorable. In the middle of the
nineteenth century, tha philosopher
ocan reason from ocanse to effect, and
from effect to conse, aa accurately and
suceessfully in the wmnoral, s in the
natural eciences, Troe it i3, in the
patural sclonces, involving the varions
departmeonts of physies, tho experl-
ments and facts are apparently more
simple, connected, and eatisfactory,
than in the morgl sciences. Dut it
ia equally troe, that in the moral
sciences, Including the science of
pgovernment, the facts and experi-
ments, which have been repeated for
nearly gix thousand years, by all
classes of the Yumen family; and by
milllong of experimenters wre vastly
more nmnperous and certain, when
properly aealyzed and understood ; and
furnisl the statesman with more sm-
plo and sutiefactory data for his politi-
cal calculations concerning the future
stability of his government, than can
be found in the asnels of physical
selence. '

These elements of national perpe-
toity flrst made their smppesrance in
Egypt, where they were for centorics
bettor undarstood than in any other na-
tion of that day. From Egypt they
pessell over to Clreece; from Greece
they emigrated to Rome; from Rowme
they went to CGreat Britain, Franca,
and Germony ; where they appeared
suceessively in new ond improved edi-
tionz; and finally wera importsd to
Americs in the Mayflower, by the Pil-
grim Fathers; where & new, improved,
and complete edition was issued ; em-
bracing all the fundsmental prineiplea
of national stability ; as found in the
conatitotion, the laws, and the Institu-
tions of the American government.

The first element of national stability
in the American Union, which strikes us
with agreeabls surprise, ia the remark-
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able history of the nation. The his-
tory of the United Btates is mest na-
torally divided into four general peri-
ofs First, the period of colontzation —
which embraces the early immipration
and eolonization of the primeval An-
glo-Ameriean inhabitants of the na-
tion. Second, the formation peried,—
when the oolonies werd orgnnlmﬂ into
a regnlar government, Third, the ¢on-
finnation period,—when tho govern-
ament heenme o firmly established as
to be in mo daager of disslotion.
Fourthly, the perfecting perind,—dur-
ing which the nation anl its institn.
tions are progressively sdvancing in
civilization, seience, wealtl, laws, and
moral excellencs, to its summit of nae-
tional glory. The Americsn Union
commencad tho firct perlod of its na-
tionel exiztonce, with the emigration,
and eolonization of the Pilgrim Fa-
thers, Ttssecond, or furmation period,
dates with tha aduption of the decla-
ration of independence on the fourth
of July, 1776, The thind, or confirm-
ation period, was reached on the de-
claration of peace, which elosed the
Inst wor with Great Britain, And sineo
the termination of that war, the He-
publie lins been rapldly perfeeting, de-
veloping, awd progressing in ita fonrth
great national poriud ; until she now
stands in the front renks of civilized
nations, in waticnal glory, —hoving oo
stperiors and but few equals,

The histerical reader, in perusing
the rise and fall of nations, will not
fail to notice, that but fuw of the thon-
gamdls of govermments, which have
livend and died, —and still survive, wers
ever orgunized ; still fewer have been
eonfirmed —nand not more than twenty
of those, which hove survived, have
ever entered their perfecting period.
Dt the American Unlon, with nnfal-
tering steps, hias marched snceessfully,
in little more than Lelf a eentury,—

Durability of the American Tnion. B

through the three first periods; and
for nearly lLalf & centnry, has Leen
making more rapid advances in the
fourth, than any nation known in sn-
cient or modern history, Whila Italy,
Bpain, and other nations have remain-
ed ptatlonary, or retrograding for cen-
turies, America hes never Jost s step,
nor remained stationary for g moment,

The origin of the American Union
is peeuliar fo itself; and stands slone
in the history of nations. Among the
thomsands of nations, which have bean
koown in history, not one of them
ean boast of an origin like Americs,
All the others commenced their na-
tiomal lifs in & sawvago, or barbarom
state ; iznorant, desraded pagans, with-
out civilization, without education,—
Wiﬂ;u!.lt.“tm‘ﬂtl.!ru,—ﬁ[sﬁt.uta of morals
and Ohrlstisnity ; deprived of liberty,
annd thase salitary laws and priociples
of poverpment, which seonre to man
the enjoyment of his ratural rights,
Hut, the American EOVErMMENE com-
meneed ita existence in the eabin o
the Mayflower; frea from all thoso pa-
tional embarrassments which crippled
the early growth of other nations,
Onr Pilgrim Fothers and Mothers am-
braced in their charseters all those
phiysical, mentel, moral, and religious
powers, which adorned the purest
and best classes of society In their
day; and, what is mors than all this —
they were, ot least, a century in nd-
vanee of all other nativns, in their ra-
publican principles, and the seience of
government.. [Tad it pleased the Al-
mighty to have crested a new race of
lmman beings; eml pleced them on
Plymouth Rock, ss the progenitors of
the Amernican Republie, for the pur-
pose of fonnding the American Union,
it is diffienls to conceive how they
eonld have been improved from the
Pilgrim Fathers, Weil might a distin-
guizhed senstor prowlly exelsim —



