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To my wife, who has shered with me the
hardships as well as the pleasures of the trail,

ever a cheerful comrade and a teusty adwviser.



Foreword

THE story of the highways is the story of
mankind, whether in a state of barbarism or
of civilization. The movement of primitive
peoples has been by waterways and land-routes
which, following lines of least resistance, often
appropriated the trails made by wild animals.
The movements of civilized men likewise followed
the least resistive lines with the result that the great
railways and the National highways coincide with
the game-trails and the Indian paths of long apo.

The ascent of man has been in direct ratie to the
progress that has been made in the speed, safety,
comfort and convenience of the movement of men
and goods from one place to another.

The wheel iz the emblem of human progress.
The supreme evolution of the wheel is the auto-
mobile.

Already six and a half million automobiles are
daily emploved in speeding a third of the population
of the United States along their way with the
demand increasing so rapidly that the factories are
unable to meet it.

Every intelligent citizen in the United States
knows that the next bir job for America now that
the war is over is to construct road beds as perfectly
adapted to the economic operation thereon of motor
vehicles as the road bed of the railway is adapted
to the use thereon of its rolling stock. The two
and a half million miles of roads in the United
States will be made modern highways as rapidly as



the work can be financed and the men and material
secured for the purpose. The strength of the
States and the counties will be put forth in increas-
ing measure until this result is secured. The
Federal Government has already placed the zero
milestone in Washington to designate the point
from which a system of National highways will
extend clear to the surf-beat of the Pacific and from
lands of snow to lands of sun. The Federal
Government, the States amd the Counties are
working out a system of National, State and County
highways, the most important of which will be the
first improved. "The creation of such a system of
highways will do maore for the welfare and advance-
ment of the people of the United States, more for
the unity, security, develepment and glery of the
Nation than could possibly be accomplished by a
like expenditure of money and energy in any other
line of endeavar,

If this be true, what is the messure of the debt
of pratitude which the public ewes to the apostles
of better roads and to the men who have pioneered
the ways that are now to hecome the great
National Thoroughfares, Among the latter, chief
indeed of the Pathfinders, is the author of this
volume, A. L, Westgard, The year 1903 saw him
driving his first car on the roads of New York.
Since then he has been the constant explorer of the
ways that lead from east to west, from north to
south, inspecting, mapping, publishing, making men
know and appreciate what a country this is; urging
the delights of the open road and the life of the
great out doors,  Almost all of the more than forty
great highways along lines of latitude and longi-
tude follow the trail of his pathiinding car—or
cars—for he has worn out cighteen cars in this



work. His services in this interest have made him
a benefactor of humanity.

If, as I helieve, the most important fact for
Americans is America, the main part in the educa-
tion of an American citizen is o know America.
This book 15 a direct contribution to this end.

Dz, 5. M. Jonxsox.

March, 1920,
Roswell, New Mexice,
and Washington, 1J. .



