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PREFACE,

Tis collection of separate University Lectures here
brought together under one cover, hardly needs any
introductory  statements, for [ have been obliged 1o
explain in the course of editing them particulars usually
reserved 1o a preface.

I have been especially careful to forestall any eriticism
on the part of my readers in regard to the unavoidable
repetitions,  Sometimes years bave passed between the
occasions  upon which the severnl treatises have been
delivered, and 1 ecould not elininate all allusion to
previously stated facts without tearing the lectures to
pieces.  Moreover, some of them have been read aloud
to audiences in Bombay, avd this mode of exiending my
teaching may be repeated, in which case the connection of
thought berween the lectures will not be so apparent,
and the distgurement of vepetition will disappear.  Yet
while apologising for  such  occasional redundancy, 1
must add thate 1 endeavour to increase the directness ol
the pointing, and alse to expand the issues at every
recurrence,

There are, however, several interior considerations in
the treatment of the subject of wiich large numbers of my
readers may have had no opporteniey whatever to become
aware, nor ol what [ have codeavoured 1o do to meet the
obligations which vest upon me with regard to them,

Without meaning to be in the smallest degree irve-
sponsive, some scholars may well share in that general
apathy upon these subjects which it is the one object of
these pieces to dispel—for T wish above evervihing o
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vi feefuce

arouse and % attention opon these matters as being of
paramount s immediate nterest, The epoch-making
chitin of ideas lies elearly befire 1zs in the chapters ;—and it
they are not astonishing, then [ have failed in my offort o
express myself or else the suscepbility of my public is at
faulL.

My opposition " may object that by my own showing we
[EREEEE these doctrines now —and 111!“.}' IR ask : “where
is the gse of reviving their historical origin ' —we are,
moreover, 'used ' to them. | answer that this Tater in
one sense of it s not the fet s —our long-standing indifer
ence is not the result of a renl fumbarity,  We need these
discussions now o dispel oue sinful doattention, ™ Take
what 1 regard as the finest product of the entire svstem,
next after, or next before, the beautiful thousht of the
CAttribures | as the s Archavgels ' —1 refer o the tsub-
jective recompense i —how many myriads of refined dis-
ciples need just such relicl as this dectrine offers, namely,
the view dhat both Heaven and Hell Tie chiefly within
ouesclves 7 Teis nothing less than splendid as an intellect.
wal result, making Avesta far and away the deepest and
most refined lore of all equal antiquity —for the Avesa
is the “docoment ' af such a necessary thought—hat is
say, its first full presentation in the history of religions
distinctions,  Where bas even the early Bible anything
to compare with it?+ I is now widespread, of course,
among the more enlightened of the clergy, but 1 ovory
greatly doubt whether the wain body of the laiwy fecl it
as they should,  The threats of o flaming [ell may be

#What right bave we to negleet matters which eoneern not only the
iituat deveiopsent but fts present healthfulness ?

pazt recond of cur own s
It was disectly in connectinn with this erucial characterisize that an

netdent ovcirred which greatl surprisceil and ehavmed me, Having come
b contact with g group of younz aezlemde Prenchimen, my son lent a
copy of iy Gathas tooone of teme G retaring the book, the reader
eited  with much interest Vasna 36, where the souls of the evil are
their own cxeoationers. Ot of all e G50 pages the Soen-sighied young
Parisian instanty lixed kis attention azon HHES
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more cifective toward the embruted masses, but the time
has surely come when every humau being should be torecd
to understand that his vood or evil thoughts, words, and
deeds are actually preparing and moulding bis eternal
future destiny ;—that they constitute tae very quintessence
of Heaven or Hell ;
reward or their own revenge, as being the central element

and they will surely bring their own

in the *great assize ' and the *last sentence.”

But we have our ‘opposition,” some of whom may be
honestly alarmed at the distraction of attention from the
primary question of ‘conversion”f and the long-established
views which tend to bring it on, while others care only
for the academical prominence of their personal studies.
Their first tactics might be these —waile acceding at once
to the undeniable identities between the chief doctrines of
the Avesta and the Exilic Bible, they might retort that there
has been *no historical connection between them.  DBut
this is exactly the crandest assertion which eould possibly
be made in the entire connection. 1 the identities exist
without *historical  connection,” then  they arose  spon-
taneously, irresistibly, and inevitably from the instinets of
universal human nature—a praposition which takes its place
among the very hichest themes in a serious psyehology and
natural philosophy.t The history of the human soul s
acutely involved.  If this absence of historical connection
can be accepted. we kave here the one paramount euriosity of
all religious literature, so par-cminence—a truly magnificent
fact, deeply touching us at every moral fibre. T call upon
all labourers in this feld to (ix their attention closely upon
it, and to pursue it exhaustively as a matier of urgent duty,

The second deviee, whether Lonestly presented or not,

# Notonly does the Avesta preserve the fives cfective application of
these vital opinions, hut we actoally need Avesia woeday o enforce them
apon us, W are notoacall s fuly fusedt o fhem @ we supphse,—
far from it

T And with this alarny 1 have full sym
T See Laralqushieg, FPhid, e ok
vol. i

voosee Lhe Second Loeclare,

ey, aad fseaed, 10o5-0,
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15 to neeede acain o the identives, but ascribe them w the
ill]ll]ﬁ'i]l,(_' E?[- JL]!:'rl'-l"“,]] |[[|‘[Il] lJ[frhir'l'., !I{,'].C ':l:,'{iliil W 1‘!.[\('
something as startling in the way of propagandia as the
other was Important asoan clement in e original
development of man from an infurior condition,—and iy
is difticult to decide which of (e two s the most nter-
estine. 10 the Jews taught all Persin the illustrious
catalogue, this voc only shows what the Jows believed
tfurhlg the time that th:}-‘ were Persian citizens, but it
presents i result of relivious propagation beyond con-
ception for ali time, ancient or modern. What ardent
missionary will oot kindle with enthusiasm over such an
apinion 2 Tseael was then in that case not only stated to
be, but proved to be, “a light to lighten the Gentiles,
with resubts inenleulable ; — how can religious teachers
venture to neglect such a thing 27

While upon a thied hypothesis, T do not kpnow what
they would like to sav. Fo nccede to the identities, and
:LC|-:11||“'i<_:1]:,:tg that L|'1!.!}‘ all come feom Persia, wounld be 1o
avow o debit u’r',rr:]i;.;inus .Lgr;LtiL'.uh: u‘hich rLccm'diu_L{ Lo one
view involves our everlasting salvation —recall the tur-
moil of 1the Pharisees in the riov reported in Acts xxin
when St Paul appeaded to their sentment o this matter of
the resurrcction -—see the author of the First Ipstle w
the Corinthians, where he rests our very salvation upon
that article of the Cread,

Na selfrespecting historian could conceal such a theme
I'.l?l_ Lo moainent il 1](_' LR f(:ill“}' FRALEE R o i]r il"! [:xi.‘\l{:]'li'.[_' —
while my own theory leaves it almost equally imperative,
For of the Persian crecd ht']l‘r(ttl on, deflended, and en-
cournged—perhaps saved—the Jewish which was original
with the Caprives, this was i its turn o momentons and
an offective veadity, Whichever view we sake of it the
svstem of esehatolocical ideas, whether studied in conneetion

0 the vast Persinn Empire was tought Doturity by a haodiul of

ispired  caplives, surely this wes o religions  resull unequalled in
*issionary o reconds.
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with Judah or not, is in a good sense of it sensational to
the last degree ;—to neglect it would be folly, o suppress
it would be erime.  Scores of seminaries of religious
learning are touching uwpon the subject every year;—let
them now dwell upon it and search it well as a prime
duty, for by universal verdict it involves the history of
all moral life in man.  Even literary persons berelt of all
immediate nterest in theology do not fulfil their scope
of enterprise until they examine this most striking of all
literary rarities.

What T have 1o say as to the identities of the Avesta
and the Veda is in the saume general line, though of course
to us at least the interests involved in Avesta are incredibly
more acute than any which concern the Veda. Yet as
Avesta and Veda are but parts of oue and the same original
lore, Veda itself has some share in the oreat propaganda.
Though upon the view that it was Israel who tanghe
Persia her eschatolooy, we can hasdiv see how Israel could
have tmparted that same eschatolowy to the stll jwore
distant Indians with whom she had no such connection as
she had with Persia,

My policy in view of my “opposition’ has been two-
fold, or rather it has been one single policy in two
branches. T have been compelled o be both compre-
hensive and then impartial (sce my chapter on Avesta's
history). [ have represented nearly every serious exegetical
possibility, ancient or madern, with my own opinions
independent of each.  Though T have met with some
small combinations who will not let me even agree with
their own teachers, their falsifving is so irresponsible that
it does lietle harm ;1 warn all readers of their petiy
irregularity (see Chapter X1}, while | express my profound
vratitude to the eminent parsons who have shown their
deep appreciation of my resulis in this truly dangerous
task.  As [ have oeated my subject upon a scale never
before attempted, [ have been exposed to the inevitable
poignant jealousies which utterly dethrone the sanity of



