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PREFACE

HE aim in preparing this work has been
to bring together the best examples of
the products of the pulpit through the Chris-
tian ecenturies, and to present these master-
pieces in attraetive and convenient form. It
is believed that they will be found valuable
as instruction to ministers of fo-day. They
should also be helpful {0 others who, tho not
preachers, yet meek reading of this kind for
the npbuilding of personal character and for
strengthening their Christian faith. '
The sermons have heen chosen in some eases
for their literary and rhetorical exeellences,
but in every ease for their helpfulness in
golving some of the problems of Christian
living. No two persons are likely to agree
upon ‘“the best'” of anything, and readers will
probably wish in particular instances that
v
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some other clergymen or sermone had been in-
cluded. It is confidently believed, however,
that the list here given is fairly representative
of the preaching that characterized the age to
which each sermon respectively belongs.

While some of the germone of the early
centurics may not seem exactly fitted to
modern needs, it iz thought that those pre-
sented will repay careful perusal, since they
each confain a distinet message for later
generations. Moreover, a comparison extend-
ing over the whole fleld of sermonie literature,
such as the preacher may make with this
collection before him, should prove most valua-
ble as showing what progress and changes
have come over homiletie matter and methods.
Such a comparison ghonld in faet throw much
light on the spirit and conditions of varions
homiletic perioda.

In choosing sermons by living preachers
considerable difficulty has been found, not
anly in deciding upon sermons, but upon
preachers. The list might have been extended
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indefinitely. 'Whenever possible the preacher,
when living, has himself been consulted as to
what he considered his most representative
Sermon.

Thanks are due, and are hereby acknowl-
edzed, to numerous clergymen, publishers,
librarians, and cthers who have generously as-
gisted the compiler in this nndertaking. Most
grateful acknowledgment is also made to the
HRev. Epiphanius Wilson and the Rev. W. C.
Stilea for valuable editorial assistance.

Geenviniy Kvupses,

New Fork Jiiy, October, 1508,
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OLLECTIONE of sermons by noted preach-

era of different periods are not an
altogether uncommon eontribution to lit-
erature. TItaly, Gtermany, Holland, France,
Great Britain and the United States have
in this way furnished copious illustrations of
the gifta of their illustrious preachers. Such
treasures are found in the Latin and even
in the Greek Church. Protestant commu-
nions especialiy, in line with the supreme sig-
nificance which they attach to the work of
the pulpit, have thus sought to magnify the
calling and to perpetuate the memory and
the influence of their distinguished sons, Still
more eomprehensive attempts have been made
to collate the prodocts of representative
preachers in different Protestant eommunions,
and thus to bring into prominence various
types of sermonic literature. It is in this
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way that the Christian world has come to
know its pulpit princes and to value their
achievements.

The collection contained in the volumes
before us is, however, more varied and
comprehensive, reaching as it does from
the fourth to the twentieth century, than
any collection known to the writer. In the
selection Professor Kleiser has brought to his
task a personal kmowledge of homiletio liter-
ature that is the produet of much observation
and study during meny years, and an enthu-
sinem for his work that has been fostered by
eloge intercourse in professional service with
preachers and theological students. He has
had the assistanee also of men whose acquaint-
ance with homiletic literature is very exten-
sive, whose critical judgments are sound and
reliable and who may be regarded as experis
in this branch of knowledge. These volumes,
therefors, may be accepted B3 & judiciously
selected eollection of sermons by many of the
most notable preachers of the ancient and
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modern Christian world. Their value as illus-
trating varieties of gift, diverzities of method,
racial, national and ecclesiastical peculiarities,
and above all progress in the science and art
of preaching, may well be recognized even by
a generation that is Llely to regard anything
that is more than twenty-four hours old as
obsolete.

Lewis 0. BrasTow.

Fale Universily, Neow Hoves, Conn., Ootober, 1908,



