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PREFACE.

Tore little book 18 in no respect an addition to the already
large number of Rhetorics aed other works on the theory and
mysteries of atyle, Tt is strictly a manual for school work, and
has been made with special.reference to the rational remodel-
ing recently accomplished, or now in the way of being aceom-
plizhed, in the Courses of Btudy in our pullic schools—a re-
modeling In which Language-training for the first time receives
the attention that is its due, The writer trusts that inquiring
tenchers will find it in harmory with their views and aims.

. JIn the plan here adopted, composilion is begun with the

wery commencement of the study, and is corzied on pari passu
with the development of rules and prineiples, It is a mabier
of commeon experience that children’s power of producing, in
an empirical way, is moch in adyance of their Enowledge of
the rationale of writing: hence, in the present work, pupils ara
oot kapt hack from the improving exercise of acinal composi-
tion until they have magtered the complicsted details of rhe-
torieal theory. I should be ndded, however, that the demands
madle on the schelar will not he found beyond his powers, He
iz provided with the material to work on, and kis sttention is
limited to the process of building this material into shape—
the suthor's conviction being that treining in the Ant or Ex-
PRESEION iz as much a8 can wizely be almed st in school com-
position. Puopils must first be taught how to write af afl, before
they can be ghown how to write srelf—a mazim that has never
licen out of mind in the making of this hook.

With this view the present manunl has been divided into
Five Parts: .

In Part I the scholar is initiasted into the constroction and
combination of sentences—under which head a great variety
of practical exercises will be found.

In Part I1. it is sought to cxtend his resources of expression
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by accustoming him to vary both the structure and the phra-
seology of sentences,

Part IIL. ia an dpplication of the principles already learned
to easy composition exercises from OTTLINES,

In Part IV. what can advantageously be taught to boyes and
girls regpecting Bryee is presented in a form which the suthor
hopes will be found both fresh and fraitful,

Part V. deals with the composition of Themes and Essays,
on models adapted to a fair estimate of the pupil’s capacity.

It has peemed to the writer that thera is room for a school
mannal of prose composition of medivm slze, arranged on a
eimple end natural plan, and designed, not to teach the theory
of atyle and eriticism, but to give school children between the
ages of twelve and fftecn a fair mactery of the ari of writing
good English, for the ordinary uses of life, Boch he has en-
deavored to make the present book,

' WiLLiAM BWinron.

The scknowledrments of the antbhor are especlally dus to the fol-
lowing worka: '

English Fross Composition, by Jamey Cogriz,  Edinburgh.

Cornmall’s Foung Composer.  London.

TDralgleiak's English Comporition. Edinborrh.

Avmutromy’s English Composition. [The abetrecta of Themes In Part
¥. ore, in the mein, on ndaptntion from this work.]
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SCHOOL COMPOSITION.

INTRODUCTION.

F:L We are now to hE'"'I}'l the maost mﬁﬂtﬂdugrauat Lrearttiful
of all studics—the art of expressing our s on paper,
the art crl'wnh.ng d, clear, pleasing Engligh.

2. Tkis art is mﬁm et CompoerTio, It treats of the construe-
tion of gentences, and of the arrangement of sentences inio a

called & Theme,

3. As n!.lthoughtam expressed by means of sentences, the
formation of senténces is the frst step in composition,

& A thought may bo expressed o differcot ways, Bo the
sentence may be—

(1) AM a3, Life 13 short.

(2.} Negatine; as, Man shsll not live by bread h:rnv

{3} Imperative ; a3, Bound the lood tisbeel,

(L) IWIN r 68, Who saw the sun tu-da],r'n'

i) Mmtﬂry, a8, What o picee of work 1s man !

3. A sepitence consists of two essential paris—BussecT and
IPREDICATE, .

6. The Borsmcer is that part of & senfence which names the
thmﬁa spoken of ; the PrEpcars, that which affirms somethin

subject; a8, Little dreps ¢f water (subject) male
mighty ocean (prodicate).
7. No collection of worda is a sentence 'un]um it containa

ﬂ Ir:t‘mb_]er.:t and o predicate, and expreeses o complete

a ..!L collectlon of words in a sentence con & subject
and o predicate, but not expressing o com lEh thought, is
r-n-lled 8 CLavks; as, When spring rdﬂma:i,t- B cRmpaign was

9, A combination of worde forming an element of & sen-

tence, but not containing subject or ate, is n PHERAZE,
10. There are two main classes of phrases:
{1} The Prepositional phrase, introdoced by o p tion.

(2.) The Part}clpml phma, of which the key-word will ul-
ways be a participle.



