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TRANSLATORS PREFACE.

THE contents of this, as of the other volumes in the
series, have been drawn from Schopenhauer’s Parerga,
and amongst the various suobjects dealt with in that
famous collection of essays, Literature holds an jm-
portant place. Nor can Schopenhauer's opinions fail
to be of apecial valne when he treats of literary form
and method. For, quite apart from his philosophical
pretensions, he elaims recognition as a preat writer;
he is,indeed, one of the best of the few really excellent
prose-writers of whom Germany can boast.  While he
is thus particularly qualified to speak of Literature as
an Art, he has also semething to say upon those in-
fluences which, outside of his own merits, eontribute
s0 muech to an anthior's suceess, and are so often under-
valued when he obtains immediate popularity. Scho-
penhauer’s own sore experiences in the matter of re-
putation lend an interest to his remnrks upon thab
subject, although it is too much to ask of human
nature that he should approach it in any dispassionate
spirit,

In the following pages we have observations upon
style by one who was a stylist in the best sense of the
word, not affected, nor et a phrase-monger ; on think-
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ing for oneself by a philosopher who never did any-
thing else; om criticism by a writer who suffered much
from the inability of others to understand him: on
reputation by a candidate who, during the greater
part of his life, deserved without obtaining it; and on
genius by one who was incontestably of the privileged
order himself. And whatever may be thought of some
of his opinions on matters of detail—on anonymity, ©
for instance, or on the question whether gond work is
never done for money—thers can be no doubt that
his general view of literature, and the conditions
under which it flourishes, is perfectly sound.

It might be thought, perlaps, that remarks which
were meant to apply to the German languase would
have bat lithle hearing upon one so ditferent from it
a3 English. This would be a just objection if Scho-
penbauer treated literature in a petty spirit, and eon-
fined himself to pedantic inquiries inbo matters of
grammar and etymology, or mere nicctics of phrase.
But this is not so. He deals with his subjeet broadly,
and takes large and general views ; nor can anyone who
knows anything of the philosopher suppose this to mean
that Le is vague and feeble, It is truc that now and
again in the course of these essays he makes remarks
which ars obviously meant to apply to the fnilings of
eertain writers of his own age and country ; but i’
such n case I have generally given his sentences
turn, which, while keeping them faithful to the sp’
of the original, secures for them a less restricted ra
and makes Schopenhaner a critic of similar fault
whatever age or country they may appear. This
been done in spite of a sharp word on page 8 of
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volume, addressed to translators who dare to revise
their anthor; but the change is one with which not
eben Schopenhauer eould gquarrel.

It is thns a significant fact—a festimony to the
depth of his insight and, in the main, the justice of
his opinions—that views of literature which appealed
to his own immediate contemporaries, should be
* found to hold good elsewhere and at a distance of
fifty years. It means that what he had to say was
worth saying; and since it 1= adapted thus equally to
diverse times and audiences, it is probably of perma-
nent intereat. ’

The intelligent reader will ohserve that much of the
charm of Schopenhawer's writing ecomes from its
strongly porsonal character, and that here he has to
do, not with a mere maker of books, but with a man
who thinks for himself and has no false scruples in
putting his meaning plainly upon the page, or in un-
masking sham wherever he finds it. This is nowhere
g0 true as when he deals with literature ; and just as
in his troatment of lifs, he iz no fatterer to men in
general, so here he is free and outspoken on the pecu-
linr failings of authors. At the same time he gives
them good adviee. He is particularly happy in recom-
mending restraint in regard to reading the works of
others, and the coltivation of independent thought;
and herein he recalls a saying atiributed to Hobbes,
who was not less distinguished as a writer than as a
philosopher, to the effect that “if de fad read as
minch as other men, ke should fave been as ignovant as
they"

Schopenhauer also utters & warning, which we shall



viii TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

do well to take to heart in these days, against mingling
the pursnit of literature with vulgar aims. If we
follow him here, we shall carefully distinguish between
literature as an object of life and literature as a means
of living, between the real love of truth and beauty,
and that detestable false love which looks to the price
it will fetch in the market. I am not referring to
those who, while they follow & useful and honour-
able calling in bringing literature before the public,
are content to be known as men of business. If, by
the help of sume second witch of Endor, we eould
raise the ghost of Schopenhaner, it would be interest-
ing to hear his opinion of a cortain kind of literary
enterprise which bas come into vogue since his day,
and now receives an amount of attention very much
beyond its due. We may hazard a guess at the
direction his opinion would take. He would doubt-
Jless show us how this enterprise, which is ecarried on
by self-styled Jizerary men, ends by making literature
into o form of merchandise, and treating it as though
it were so much goods to be bought and sold at a
profit, and most likely to produce guick returns if
the maker’s name iz well kpown, Nor would it be
the ghost of the real Schopenhauer unless we heard
& vigorous denunciation of men who claim a eonnection
with literature by a servile flattery of successful
living authors—the dead camnot be made to pay-—in
the hope of appearing to advantage in their reficeted
light and turning thal advantage into money.

_In order to present the contents of this book ina
convenient form, I have not scrupled to make ar
arrangement with the chapters somewhat differen
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from that which exists in the original ; so that two or
more subjects which are there dealt with successively
in one and the same chapter, here stand by themselves.
In consequence of this, some of the titles of the
seetions are not to be found in the original. I may
state, however, that the essays on Awthorship and
Style nnd the latter part of that on Criticism are
taken direet from the chapter headed [feber Schrift-
stellerei und Stil; and that the remainder of the essay
on Criticisan, with that of Reputation, is supplied by
the remarks [eber Urithedl, Kritie, Beifall und Rulm,
The essays on The Study of Latin, on Men of Learn-
tng, and on Some Forms of Literature, are faken
chiefly from the four sections Ueber Gelelrsamibedt
wnd Gelehrte, Ueher Sprache und Worte, Usber Lesen
und DBiicher : Ankang, and Zur Metaphysik des
Seftonen. The essay on Flinking for Oweself is a
rendering of certain remarks under the heading
Selbstdenken. . Genins was a favourite subject of
speculation with Schopenhaver, and he often touches
upon it in the course of his works ; always, howaver,
to put forth the same theory in regard to it as may be
found in the concluding section of this volume,
Thougli the essny has little or nothing to do with
liternry method, the subjeet of which it treats iz the
most needfol element of sueeeszs in literature ; and 1
have introduced it on that ground. It forms part of
a chapter in the Parerga entitled Den Tntelickt itber-
Aaugt und in feder Desichung betreffende Gedanben :
Ankang verwandter Stellen.,

It has also been part of my duty to invent a Litle
for this volume ; and I am well aware that objection



